
^\VipP ines ’ Ch olC( 


aai2-DEfli 


*1 772D12 OZ Add L> 


PLAYBOY 
INTERVIEW ^ 

QUENTIN * 
TARANTINO 

20 QUESTIONS 

ATOM 

ARAULLO 


Review Special 


m 

la 

ij[ 

T3ij 

Mil 

m 

m 



m: 


































MINI.COM.PH 


MINI COOPER 



Call 856-7555 / 0917-5973322 
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26th St., Bonifacio Global City, Taguig 
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for embracing not just the bunny-head icon that 
you grew up with but also PLAYBOY Philippines 
as your go-to magazine for anything that has an 
iconic, intelligent, influential and indulgent 
entertainment. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 


THE BUNNY HAS TURNED FIVE 
IN THE PHILIPPINES! 

It has been a remarkable five years for the Philippine 
edition and we couldn't be prouder to announce that on this 
year, PLAYBOY Philippines has been awarded the prestigious 
Superbrands seal by Superbrands Marketing International, 

Inc. led by its chairman, Karl Mclean and its President / CEO, 
Harry Tambuatco. This is a huge honor since we are the first 
magazine among all the great magazines in the country to 
be awarded. Thank you Superbrands for recognizing us, the 
name, and the entertainment we continuously produce for 
our readers. 

We're glad that you're holding this 5th anniversary special 
because when we were thinking of the entertainment we 
want to give you this issue, we wanted to keep that certain 
form of amusement and at the same time encourage a 
PLAYBOY man's enduring quest for freedom. Until we came 
across numerology and found out what the Number Five 
represents: FREEDOM! 

Not that we live by the numbers or by the stars, it did give 
us an idea to help you live in freedom with this issue's sorts 
in risk-taking and adventure. Starting off is Jon Gancayco's 
piece on the Great Escape to the North. Remember that a 
PLAYBOY man knows that experience offers more wisdom 
than schooling. So for this month, Jon gives us the essentials 
to explore five cities in four provinces in Northern Philippines 
for nine days. This adventure is for thrill seekers and for those 
who just want to take a break from all the madness of urban 
living. On the contrary, it is not always madness in the city 
and definitely not chaos in the tourism business as Bhenjar 
Toor discusses the progress in tourism and its great effects to 
the Philippine economy. 

When you talk about economic growth, it's very seldom 
to miss millionaires and their lifestyle. Why? Because it seems 
that everyone's happy in the sugar land. John Richardson talks 
not only about the presence of the Sugar Daddies in real- 
life fantasies, but also the surprising participation of Sugar 
Mommies with the revolutionary Sugar Babies in this saga. 

This month, we bring you calculated risk takers and the 
aggressive ones just like the subject of this month's Interview 
- Quentin Tarantino, the man who broke Hollywood's rules 
in filmography. He talks about his journey writing and 
filming his latest movie, Django Unchained, and his plan to 
stop making movies by the time he reached 60. Also in this 
issue's 20Q, we spent time with the young journalist and 
intellectual Atom Araullo, whom we poured hundreds of 
grams of powder on. He speaks candidly about his love for 
science, his squeaky clean image and about getting arrested 
(not so squeaky clean, after all). We also asked Ralph Santos, 
this issue's Man of the Month, about why he took the risk of 
getting into the anti-fraud solutions business in this country 
known for red tape and corruption. 

More than these sets of amazing features, we didn't forget 
to provide you the essentials of manning up your style. From 
the formalist to the rockstars, we have it all covered for you in 
PLAYBOY Style Guide. 

And of course, ladies, ladies and ladies! The untamed 
seduction by our Playmates from 2012 will surely raise the 
temperatures higher. So, let's all celebrate freedom and 
gorgeous women. Experience heat despite the rain with our 
5th anniversary issue. 

Moreover, on behalf of the PLAYBOY Philippines family, 
allow me to say thank you, PLAYBOY man, for supporting 
us in this country, for letting us provoke your minds and for 
allowing us to give you the best form of entertainment that 
the modern PLAYBOY man can get. And we promise, great 
things are coming for PLAYBOY Philippines and for you. 
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EROS ATALIA 

Eros S. Atalia is not only an award-winning author, 
but through his works, has shown how beautiful 
and charming Filipino prose can be. He is a well¬ 
loved professor at the University of Santo Tomas 
(UST) as well as a regular contributor to some of 
the country's most popular tabloids. Eros is often 
asked to be a lecturer, a speaker, a panelist, and a 
resource person at seminars and workshops. 



ASH REGINALD EVASCO 

Ash Reginald Evasco is a young professional 
photographer who shoots various subjects with an 
eye for something that an ordinary photographer 
doesn't have—true love and passion. He has 
always delivered photos that have sharp and vivid 
visuals. He knows exactly what the end product 
should be and every element is confidently 
transformed into whatever concept he envisioned. 



NIKKI YARTE 

In addition to being a copywriter for an advertising 
and design agency, Niki Yarte also moonlights 
as a contributor for Homegrown.ph and Planet 
Philippines. He is active on social media and is 
subscribed to more than a couple dozen YouTube 
channels. In his spare time, he enjoys reading 
comics and fantasy novels, playing board games 
and computer games, particularly strategy and 
simulation, and is an avid patron of musical 
theater. 


JOYCE YU 

Joyce Yu is a freelance writer, wannabe events 
coordinator, and PR practitioner all rolled into one. 
She hopes that someday she'll be reunited with her 
100-lb built, and that her friends will stop asking 
her to sing for them during videoke nights. 


f JEAR DE MC CUTTAC 

Jear styled the Style Guide featured in Playground 
for this issue. He is a chemist by profession but 
studied Fashion Styling at the Fashion Institute of 
^ the Philippines, from which he took off for a full 
swing to his passion last year. He has styled for 
prints, TV, brands, and runways. 
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68 PLAYBOY INTERVIEW: 

QUENTIN TARANTINO 

By MICHAEL FLEMING 

Michael Fleming sits down with the maverick 
director to talk about Django Unchained, turning 
50 and why he's no longer a Hollywood outsider. 

84 200 ATOM ARAULLO 

By Lauren Acurantes 

Broadcast journalist Atom Araullo shows there can 
be a gray area between simply being a nice guy and 
bad boy. 

28 MAN OF THE MONTH: 

RALPH SANTOS 

By Lauren Acurantes 

Fil-Canadain businessman, Ralph Santos, sits down 
with PLAYBOY and dishes on his upbringing, the 
current economy, and why, ultimately, it's all about 
the family. 




40 COVER STORY: 
THE PLAYMATES 

OF 2012 

To celebrate our fifth 
anniversary with a bang, 
we present to you the 
Playmates of 2012. Here 
they talk about what 
they've been up to and 
what else you can expect. 

60 PLAYMATE OF 
THE MONTH: 

TARA MEDINA 

Miss April has sass, charm, 
and adorableness in 
spades. 

76 ASIAN BEAUTY: 

MAE LI 

This month's Asian Beauty 
is the epitome of beauty, 
and strength. 

20 INTERNATIONAL 
WOMAN OF THE 

MONTH: 

SHAWN DILLON 



Tan lines? Not when you're 
going fishing with a catch 
like Shawn Dillon. 





98 STYLE & 
GROOMING: 
MAN UP YOUR 

STYLE 

A new breed of 
gentleman is setting 
the standard for how 
to dress: he's decidedly 
masculine and he isn't 
afraid to spend a little 
extra effort or money to 
look his best. 


STYLE GUIDE 

Man Up Your Style 



































Dear PLAYBOY, 

Hi! Our office is a big fan of Playboy. We 
particularly look forward, of course, to 
the Playmate of the Month. Any chance 
of having a compilation of their photos 
in one book? Or like a poster-calendar 
maybe? That would be awesome! 


Dear PLAYBOY, 

Your Playground section is plain genius. I 
love your road tips! It's something that every 
man should be reminded of. Now I'm all set 
for a day date with my girl! Thank you! 


Joem, 27 
Via email 

k % * VV 

Don't worry, we got this idea 
for a next attraction. But for 
now, how about we settle 
with the Playmate Review? 
We have that for you in this 
issue. Enjoy! 


Rein, 27 

Via email 

Drake Emperial, 28 

Glad you liked our Road Tips. 
We definitely enjoyed writing 
that one, too, and we actually 
have a couple more to run in 
the next few months. Keep on 
reading PLAYBOY! 


D^r PLAYBOY, 

s I'rn^a fan„of Nobody Move 
amofi^ the other fiction 
^ stories that you published 
that came from the US. I'd 
like ttf thank'yos<c|uys\fQr 
^ making Playboy US's^a*- 
v tides easjer for us’to rea^l 
? and collect! More power! 
> Alek, 32 V 
Via email 

Here in PLAYBOY, 
we believe that ^ 
you guys deserve 
the best read. Very 
much welcome! 


Dear PLAYBOY, 

I really enjoyed getting to know 
Bunny Arriane. Her shoot was also 
very hot! A true golden girl! I hope 
she would have an autograph sign¬ 
ing too! Please let me know! 


Popoy, 25 
Via email 

I'd have to agree with you, 
she is indeed a golden girl. 
Bunny Arriane is currently on 
an explorer-mood; she loves 
to travel and it's one of the 
reasons why we love her. 
Like us on Facebook to be 
updated. 


MIKE ENRIQUEZ 


De'ar PLAYBOY^ 

Mike Enriquez if my f ****-* idol! I'm a journalist stu¬ 
dent and I'we been looJ$ing_forward for an interview 
I i this to inspire me a IN: tie bit more and so there's 
sjo m e t h i n g'H can put-up on my wall, haha! Can you 
share to me how it felt when you guys were interview¬ 
ing him? Thanks! 


Joem, 2 7 

Via e.mai l'-^. _ 

We were all struck by a genius. Talking face-to-face 
with Mr. Mike Enriquez was such and achievement 
for everyone from our team. Hope that you'd get a 
chance, too. 


.. 

TARA MEDINA 

PLAYMATE OF THE MONTH 

SEE HER ON PAGE 


SEND YOUR COMMENTS AND 
SUGGESTIONS TO PLAYBOY@PBPHIL.COM 


PLAYBOY 


ADVISOR 


still get anxious when my 
new girlfriend and I are doing 
the deed. There are times 
when I just lose it (literally!) in 
bed. What should I do? 

Dino, 32 Via email 


W here could I get a 
good suit here in 
Manila? I've been 
a fan of big shirts, but I think 
I'm ready for a change. I have 
a proposal to make! 

Harvey, 35 Via email 


She's your girlfriend for the 
reason that she wants you. 
Whatever you showed her ; fed 
her or made her feel, at the end 
of the day and after all your 
clothes are gone; she's yours. So 
try to leave that anxiety away. 
Have some guality time before 
hitting the sheets. Maybe a little 
heart to heart is all that you 
need. 

I 've been thinking about what 
car to get for myself this 
year. I want a car with low gas 
consumption but can give me 
maximum pogi points. Got any 
suggestions? Thanks! 

Juno, 28 Via email 

Check out last month's issue of 
PLAYBOY where we featured 
some of the hottest wheels in the 
market today. 

M y girlfriend is thinking 
about attending your 
Casting Call. But as 
beautiful as I think my girlfriend 
is, the idea of her posing in 
PLAYBOY still causes me some 
distress. I just can't imagine 
sharing her with all your readers. 
Am I just being paranoid? 
Michael, 23 Via email 



PLAYBOY sometimes features 
the best styles of men's wear. 
Why don't you check out 
some of our issues? Maybe 
a featured suit would be of 
your liking. 

I 've been dating really hot 
girls since the 90's. Bei 
with friends who d 
same types of girls, I almost 
always end up with model 
or beauty queens. H 
my friends are now bull 
me 'cause they see 
between me and my 
friend of five years. The 
is she's a heavyweight, 
think I'm 'Shallow Hal', 
think I'm 'Shallow Hal'! 
can't stop being genuinely in 
like with this person. Help 
Ferdie, 36 Via email 


Even though here in PLAYBOY, 
we feature girls with hot 
bodies, we would still choose 
a genuine relationship over 
dating a hot girl who is not 
really for you. Weigh things, 
and if your heavyweight wins, 
what your friends are saying 
should never matter. B 


Yes. Instead of thinking about 
how you're 'sharing' her with 
other guys, why not think about 
how exciting it would be to 
show the world that she's your 
girlfriend and she's hot and she's 
in love with you? Wouldn't it 
make you proud knowing that 
your girlfriend is so confident in 
herself that she has no gualms 
about coming to a PLAYBOY 
Casting Call? 
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INDIA: 68.1 MILLION 


INDONESIA: 49.1 MILLION 


BRAZIL: 45.4 MILLION 


MEXICO: 25.6 MILLION 


FIVE WAS THE 
LUCKY NUMBER FOR 
THE SUPERSTITIOUS 
FRENCH FASHION 
DESIGNER GABRIELLE 
'COCO' CHANEL. IN 
1921 SHE CHOSE 
THE FIFTH DAY 
OF THE FIFTH 
MONTH TO 
INTRODUCE HER 
NEW BRAND OF 
PERFUME WHICH 
SHE CALLED 
"CHANEL NO. 5". 


N°5 

CHANEL 

PARIS 

PARFUM 



GAINST 

TJTTil 


Pentagram, pentangle, and pentacle 
are all names for a five-pointed star. 
This mystical symbol was supposed 
to keep away devils and witches. 

A pentacle headdress folded from 
fine linen was sometimes worn as a 
defense against demons. 


A MID-2012 SURVEY IN THE UK OF 
1,600 GAY, LESBIAN AND BISEXUAL 

YOUNG INDIVIDUALS AGED 
BETWEEN 11 AND 19 SHOWED 
THAT TWO OUT OF EVERY FIVE 
VICTIMS OF SCHOOL HOMOPHOBIC 
BULLYING CONTEMPLATE SUICIDE 


KNOCKOUT! ( JT, 


PUNCH IS A 
DRINK THAT 
TRADITIONALLY 


INGREDIENTS 


SPIRITS, WATER, 
SUGAR, LEMON 
JUICE, AND SPICE. 


THE NAME PUNCH 
IS DERIVED FROM 
THE HINDI WORD 
FOR “FIVE”. 





























THE COVER 


THE PLAYMATES OF 2012 

REVIEW SPECIAL 

PHOTOGRAPHED BY FRANCO RAYMUNDO 
MAKE UP BY MAKE UP STORE PHILIPPINES 



SPOTTHE BUNNYHEAD 
ON THE COVER! 

EMAIL US AT PLAYBOY@PBPHIL.COM 
WITH THE SUBJECT "BUNNY HEAD" 
AND WIN A PRIZE. 


WE CELEBRATE WOMEN! 


PLAYBOY 


PHILIP P l N E S 



EVERY FRIDAY / 1-5 PM 


ATTHE PLAYBOY SUITE 

UNIT 1004TOWER BGOLDLOOPTOWERS, ESCRIVA DRIVE 
ORTIGAS CENTER, PASIG CITY, 1605 PHILIPPINES 
HOTLINE: (02) 654-9995 LOOK FOR PLAYMATE BILLY 

OR SEND AN EMAIL WITH YOUR PHOTO 
AT BAABELEDA@PBPHIL.COM 
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THE PLAYGROUND OFFERS W 
YOU, AS A PLAYB 


ADER WANTS—RELEVANT REVIEWS AND INFORMATIVE LIFESTYLE NEWS. 
W STUFF. AND WE ARE HERETO GIVE YOU WHAT YOU NEED. 


BECOMING 

ATTRACTION 


GEORGINA KNIGHT 


MEET THE HALF PUERTO 
RICAN LADY who is the new 
eye-catcher of the Mocha 
Girls. After vigorous training 
and continuously proving that 
she deserves to be part of the 
popular girl group, Georgina 
Knight captured our attention 
too. "I like it when I hear 
someone shout my name 
when I perform. And that 
goes either on stage or in the 
bedroom", says the 21-year 
old. But hold on to your jaws, 
this lady is all about chasing 
her dreams and claims that, 
"Love can always wait." So I 
guess we just have to let the 
line go on. And for now, we 
let the curtains win and roll. 



























V PLAYGROUND I gadgets 



OUR MUST-HAVE 
GADGETS THIS 
SUMMER. FROM 
WATER RESISTANT 
ANDROID PHONE TO 
AN ALL-NATURAL 
SPEAKER. 





1.LOUDBASSTARD 

Proudly Pinoy-made, loudbasstard is 
the brainchild of Koh Onozawa and 
Franz Ignacio, social entrepreneurs who 
wanted to empowerlocai communities. 
Each loudbgs.stqrd, made completely 
from tramt/oo, is*cut, shaped, and dyed 
by local craftsmen in. Cebu. These 
sustainable, eco-friendly sound amplifiers 
are wireless and perfect for vacations by 
the beach, mountain hikes, and other trips 
..you might have in mind for this summer. 
Help promote this social enterprise and 
empower Cebu artisans by buying this 
exceptional piece of work for 995php. 
(Robert Soriano) ’ 


2. SONY XPERIAZ 

Let’s face it we all have this crippting fear 
of water when it comes to our phones 
(whether exposing it to rain, knocking 
over a glass of water over it or, worst 
of all, accidentally dropping it down 
the toilet). Now, the solution may be 
here. Sony revealed its new flagship 
Android phone, the Xperia Z. Dust and 
water-resistant, this'smexy phone can 
be submerged under water for up to 
30 minutes. Yes, you read it right: 30 
minutes! We are definitely impressed 
with its 1.5GHz quad-core processor, 
Bluetooth 4.0, Mobile Bravia Engine 2 
image processor, 13 megapixel camera 
and hi-res video. Expect-HDTV quality 
as the Xperia Z’s 5in screen promises 
crisp pictures, vibrant colors and 
enhanced contrasts, all in glorious 1080 
progressive scan HD. (R.S.) 



4. SKULLCANDY’S NBA-THEMED 
EARPHONES AND HEADPHONES 


3. SONY’S 24.3MP 
CYBER-SHOT RX1 

The world’s first fixed lens digital camera 
with a full-frame sensor, this compact 
wonder definitely took the compact 
camera game to new heights. With its 
35mm full-frame 24.3MP sensor, the RX1 
promises pristine low-light photos, high 
quality prints, full HD video and ultrafast 
focus. Though this would set you back 
2,800USD, imagine all the high quality 
memories this could take for your epic 
2013 summer vacation. With point and 
shoot cameras reaching these heights, 
one starts to wonder... what comes next? 
(R.S.) 


SkulIcandy will surely hit the three- 
pointer in NBA fans and music lovers 
as they unveil their new line of NBA- 
themed earphones and headphones. The 
earphones sport team colors and logos of 
various NBA teams while the headphones 
also brandish the jersey numbers of 
today’s top NBA players like Kobe Bryant, 
Kevin Durant, Dwayne Wade, Rajon, 
Rondo, and Derrick Rose. Utilizing 
the Supreme Sound tech, these ear/ 
headphones promise to deliver “attacking 
bass, natural vocals and precision highs”. 
Earphones are priced at 1,550php, 
while the headphones will set you back 
4,950php. (R.S.) 
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PHOTO SOURCES: www.loudbasstard.com,www.sonymobile.com, www.store.sony.com, www.skull.candy.com 












PHOTO SOURCES: www.urbanindustry.co.uk,www.shop.reebok.com,www.crumpler.com 


LIFESTYLE | PLAYGROUND V 



MWC 21 JEWEL 
300M AUTO 
SUBMARINER 
(BLACK PVD STEEL) 

A full black military- 
grade timepiece? We 
can almost see Batman 
geeking over this! Rugged 
yet sophisticated, this 
fully-automatic timepiece 
is a perfect complement 
to your beach get-up this 
summer. Made by the 
Military Watch Company, 
a leading supplier of 
timepieces to military and 
police forces, the 46mm 
MWC 21 Jewel Auto 
Submariner is designed to 
withstand water depth of 
up to 300 meters. Get it at 
www.mwcwatches.com for 
£185, a competitive price 
for a timepiece of this 
caliber. (R.S.) 



REEBOKATV 19+ At first glance, Reebok’s new 
ATV 19+ might seem like a peculiar shoe because of its 
19 lugs. However, this really odd feature of the shoe is 
what actually makes the shoe “all-terrain” as it helps in 
providing stability and traction in sand, snow, grass, 
mud, etc. while the upper is made out of tough ballistic 
mesh which can withstand heavy use. This shoe, 
endorsed by UFC’s Rampage Jackson, was named after 
the all-terrain vehicles for a reason: they’re THAT tough. 
And pretty comfortable too. Sudden rain? Meh. Sharp 
turns while jogging? No problem. Priced at 140USD, 
the only time this shoe would be uncomfortable is when 
your girlfriend/wife is lobbing it at your head at 70km/h. 
(R.S.) 


CRUMPLER’S GOURMET 
EXTRAVAGANZA 

Luggages are probably not high up on the priority 
list of many guys, but a real man knows that a great 
(and elegantly-designed) travel bag would let you 
take your entire life with you anywhere. Highly 
flexible, the Crumpler’s Gourmet Extravaganza has 
a 36-liter interior space along with 20 adjustable 
and removable interior dividers which you can 
use to properly pack clothing, toiletries, and even 
gadgets for those summer getaways. In fact, avid 
photographers would surely love this trolley bag as 
it can conveniently store up to two DSLRs, several 
lenses, flashes, and other accessories. Sturdily- 
built, this 385USD baby is made of a ballistic nylon 
base, a water-resistant nylon body, has anti-jam 
wheels, its own built-in security chain, and lockable 
compartments to help protect your stuff. (R.S.) 
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V PLAYGROUND I apps, games, books 



THE SIMPSONS: TAPPED OUT 

What do you get when you put together the longest-running animated show on 
television with the gaming world's most addictive simulation game? Hours upon hours 
of idle fun that's what -or, as the apps' creators call it, "life-ruining" fun. 

The Simpsons: Tapped Out is a free app created by Electronic Arts that lets you create 
Springfield exactly the way you want it. Complete quests, win donuts, and help 
Homer complete his family. Even more interesting is that the game is fully-loaded with 
original content from the writers and animators of the show, making it a complete 
The Simpsons experience. It can also be played in several different languages. The app 
is available on both iOS and Android... Oh, did we mention that it's free? (Laur en 
Acurantes) 


BOOKS 



STAR TREK: COUNTDOWN 
TO DARKNESS SPOTLIGHT 

Coming out in time for next month's sequel to JJ 
Abrams' reboot of the Star Trek franchise, IDW 
Publishing collects the four-issue prequel to the movie 
in one graphic novel digest. Much like the original 
"Countdown", the new series ties in directly to the 
sequel with a story concocted by one of the movie's 
writers and producers, Roberto Orci, and scripted by 
Mike Johnson whose writing credits include IDW's 
ongoing Star Trek series. Artist David Messina of the 
original "Countdown" also returns to pencil duties. 
Like what the original "Countdown" did to Eric Bana's 
Nero, "Countdown to Darkness" is expected to shed 
some light on Benedict Cumberbatch's enigmatic John 
Harrison character. (Niki Yarte) 



NEILGAIMAN- 
MICHAEL REAVES 


THE SILVER DREAM: 

AN INTERWORLD NOVEL 

Speculative fiction master Neil Gaiman returns to the 
world he and co-author Michael Reaves introduced 
in 2007's "Interworld". After discovering that he can 
jump through parallel worlds, forming an army of 
alternate versions of himself and saving the Altiverse 
from the exploitative forces of both science and magic, 
Joey Harker has taken the task of keeping watch 
over the dimensions. In this sequel, Harker and his 
group face new challenges with the appearance of 
the enigmatic Acacia Jones and the discovery that 
there is a traitor among their ranks. Reaves, an Emmy 
Award winner for his work on "Batman the Animated 
Series" and a Parkinson's disease sufferer, is joined by 
daughter, writer Mallory Reaves. ( N.Y.) 
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INJUSTICE: GODS AMONG US 

NetherRealm Studios, developer of 2011's 
"Mortal Kombat" reboot and "Batman: 
Arkham City Lockdown", gets to combine 
their mastery of fighting games and their 
interest in DC Comics properties with 
"Injustice: Gods Among Us". In Story Mode, 
the game is set in a parallel universe where 
Superman, Wonder Woman, and a host 
of heroes have taken to ruling humanity 
following the Joker's attack on Metropolis. 
Batman allies himself with Lex Luthor 
and leads the opposition. Other playable 
characters include the Flash, Green Lantern, 
Aquaman, Cyborg, Green Arrow, Catwoman, 
Bane, Nightwing, and Harley Quinn, among 
others. The game is available for the 
Playstation 3, Wii U, and Xbox 360. (N.Y.) 
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GAMES 


LEGO CITY UNDERCOVER 


While the Wii U is a relatively a new entrant 
in the console game, it is racking up quite a 
list of exciting new titles like the new "Lego 
City Undercover". The game is set in an open 
world environment where players take on the 
role of police officer Chase McCain as they 
explore Lego City. The game optimizes use of 
the Wii U's unique GamePad controller, giving 
players access to a variety of police gadgets 
like a scanner that detects criminals. When 
Chase McCain goes "undercover" and adapts 
new personalities, the player is also bestowed 
with an extra set of skills that may come in 
handy (i.e. going undercover as a robber 
allows players to pick locks). (N.Y.) 
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MUSIC 


music & video | PLAYGROUND V 


PHOENIX 

BANKRUPT! 

After two long years of anticipation and good memories from Liztomania, Phoenix is en route to releasing "Bankrupt!, their fifth 
work that is expected to have less pop from their prior albums. With song titles such as "SOS in Bel Air" and "Drakkar Noir", there 
should be nothing more exciting on the 22nd of April than the release of this album. 




PARAMORE 

PARAMORE 

To be released on April 9, Paramore's self- 
titled album will be the first album of the 
American rock band without their founding 
members Zac and Josh Farro. Their new 
producer Justin Meldal-Johnsen, the old-time 
bassist for Nine Inch Nails, shared that he 
prefers "the album to sound visceral and a 
little less locked down and computerized." 
The album's single entitled "Now" was 
released in January for a sneak peek to what 
they call "nod to 2016." 




STONE SOUR 

HOUSE OF GOLD & BONES 

Here's some good music for you if you're 
feeling all "hard core." Stone Sour aims to 
release their fifth studio album this April 
that is also said to be the second part of 
their House of Gold & Bones (fourth album). 
Produced by Roadrunner Records, their first 
single entitled "Do Me a Favor" was digitally 
released early February and could already 
give you a snippet of what to expect this 
month. 


FREDDIE WONG 

While Asian American comedians and musicians have 
become a standard fare on YouTube, Freddie Wong 
shot to viral fame for something a tad different: Special 
Effects. Wong and collaborator Brandon Laatsch, both 
professional filmmakers, were inspired by video games 
to produce effects-ridden short videos for their channel 
(youtube.com/freddiew) that look like they belong in 
more mainstream media. Their most viewed video, 
"Future First Person Shooter" - their take on what 
an FPS game would look like if it were live instead of 
animated - is action-packed, violent, and fun to watch. 
Wong is the more visible of the pair and can be seen in 
most video-sharing scenes with guest actors like Eliza 
Dushku in "One Shot". (Niki Yarte) 
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Mandarin since the first Iron Man movie 
will finally get their wish with the latest 
installment in the series! In a casting 
decision that was met with controversy, 

Ben Kingsley steps into the role of Iron 
Man's arch-nemesis - a terrorist group 
leader who is set on destroying Tony 
Stark (Robert Downey, Jr.). In addition 
to debuting the Iron Patriot and deep 
space armors, the movie also adapts the 
"Extremis virus" storyline from the comics 
and introduces Aldrich Killian (Guy Pearce) 
and May a Hansen (Rebecca Hall) into 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Don Cheadle, and Jon Favreau also 
return to their respective roles as Pepper 
Potts, James Rhodes, and Happy Hogan. 
(Niki Yarte) 




PAIN AND GAIN 


Michael Bay takes a break from the 
Transformers franchise to helm this 
adrenaline-pumped and steroid- 
induced movie based on the true 
story of Florida's Sun Gym Gang. 
Daniel Lugo (Mark Wahlberg) and 
Adrian Doorbal (Anthony Mackie) 
are personal trainers who plan to 
kidnap and extort money from rich 
gym regular Victor Kershaw (Tony 
Shalhoub). They turn to ex-convict 
Paul Doyle (Dwayne Johnson) for 
help in carrying out the plan but they 
botch it up anyway and Kershaw 
escapes. Much of the film's action 
stems from Sun Gym Gang's attempts 
to evade arrest by Kershaw's hired 
detective, Ed du Bois (Ed Harris). The 
movie is both thrilling and humorous 
with appearances by comedians Rebel 
Wilson, Rob Corddry, and Ken Jeong. 
(■ N.Y .) 



The Hobbit: 

An Unexpected 
Journey 

Return to Middle Earth in 
the first installment of Peter 
Jackson's adaptation of 
J.R.R. Tolkien's legendary 
classic. As expected, the 
movie was a hit when it 
opened last December, 
reuniting fans with 
Gandalf (Ian McKellen) 
and Galadriel (Cate 
Blanchett) from the "Lord 
of the Rings" trilogy as 
well as introducing them to 
Radagast (Sylvester McCoy), 
Thorin Oakenshield 
(Richard Armitage), and 
the rest of the company 
of 12 dwarves. The 
movie expounds on the 
adventures of the titular 
character, Bilbo Baggins 
(Martin Freeman), and 
how he came to help the 
dwarves reclaim their 
kingdom from the dragon 
Smaug. The home video 
release includes two hours 
of additional content, 
including videoblogs and 
"making of" featurettes. 
(N.Y.) 
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FOOD & BEVERAGE / ESTABLISHMENT | PLAYGROUND V 


A SPORTING 

WORDS BY 
LAUREN ACURANTES 

NOT ONLY DOES THIS 
SPORTS BAR OFFER YOU 
COMFORT FOOD AND ONE 
OF THE MOST EXPENSIVE 
BEERS THERE IS IN THE 
COUNTRY, SKINNY MIKE'S 
ALSO HAS THE LONGEST 
BAR THAT STARTS RIGHT 

The place also features every 
man's favorite Xbox that gives you 
no reason not to leave the house 
and enjoy the night with friends. 
With television monitors in every 
angle, you can catch all the sports 
channels that you can handle. 

Skinny Mike's has got to be the 
most comfortable place for sports 
fans, analysts, and those that 
needs a new hang out place in 
Manila. Visit Skinny Mike's at The 
Fort, Taguig tonight! 




ANGUS BALLS 


'Flambeed Meatballs' might 
sound like the start of a 
bawdy joke but at Skinny 
Mike's it's a delicious dish 
made from Angus beef and 
topped with marinara sauce 
and gooey mozzarella 
cheese. 




TAILGATE CLASSIC 

No self-respecting sports 
bar would be complete 
without a burger entree. 
Skinny Mike's makes theirs 
with a half-pound round 
of Angus beef topped with 
melted Swiss and cheddar 
cheese sandwiched in 
between a butter-toasted 
crunch bun with fresh 
lettuce and sliced tomatoes. 


DC UCART QMART Heart diseases remain to be one of the leading causes WELLNESS 

DEflLHIil OlVIHn I of deaths across the globe. Here are some tips in 

WORDS BY JOYCE YU 


1. MODIFY YOUR DIET 

According to the American 
Heart Association, a 
simple change in one's 
diet is good for the heart. 
Steer clear of processed 
food and get your daily 
dose of nutrients from 
real food sources. Learn 
how to love vegetables, 
fruits, and fish and eat 
meat in moderation. Best 


of all, limit your intake of 
saturated fat, trans fat, 
and cholesterol. Experts 
recommend that fat intake 
should be limited to only 30 
percent of your daily calorie 
intake. 

2. MOVE IT 
Indulging in physical 
activities is a simple yet 
effective way of caring 
for your heart. You don't 


need to exert a lot of effort 
because there are many 
ways to exercise; take the 
stairs instead of riding the 
elevator. Walk or bike to 
your destination instead 
of driving or taking a cab. 
But the simplest way to get 
moving—and possibly the 
most productive—is to do 
your fair share of household 
chores. You can even win 


favors with the wife. Thirty 
minutes a day is all you need 
to keep yourself fit. 

3. DON'T SMOKE 

Smoking is one of the risk 
factors in developing heart 
diseases and cardiovascular 
disorders. No amount of 
smoking is safe, regardless 
of the number of sticks 
you smoke. A single stick 
of cigarette contains 


chemicals that pose a 
threat to your heart and 
blood vessels. Nicotine 
prompts your heart to work 
overtime. Carbon monoxide, 
meanwhile, increases your 
blood pressure. Some studies 
claim that it is possible to 
reverse the damaging effects 
of cigarette smoking once 
you decide to stop. So if you 
can, quit now. 
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WE ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE BIBLE PASSAGE SAYING THAT "WHAT GOD 

HAS PUT TOGETHER , LET NO MAN PUT 

ASUNDER" AND AS CATHOLICS, WE STRICTLY FOLLOW THIS SAYING. BUT 
WHAT SHOULD ONE DO IF THE MARRIAGE IS ON THE VERGE OF COLLAPSE AND THE 
ONLY SOLUTION WAS TO BE FAR AWAY FROM EACH OTHER? ONE OF THE ANSWERS 
TO THIS DILEMMA IS DIVORCE. 



P roponents argue that divorce, as compared to annulment or legal separation, 
would give more opportunities for the poorer citizens to finally settle their 
irreconcilable differences between partners. Besides the Vatican, home of the 
Holy See, the Philippines is the sole nation left that does not allow divorce. 

Will we succumb to the pressure of the idea that divorce would help a lot 
of citizens, abused women and their children, and separated couples, or will 
the force of the Catholic Church be strong enough to win in this round? 

Let us look at the dynamics of divorce - what is it as compared to annulment, what are 
the reasons why divorce is slowly being accepted, and what are some of the consequences. 

Divorce is the lawful termination the union between spouses. It releases both partners 
from legal obligation as husbands and wife although, in most countries that have divorce 
laws, it includes provisions on child custody, support and others. Also, re-marriage is 
allowed in varying degrees, like if a country follows monogamy, which only allows being 
married to a single partner at a time, or if the country allows polygamy, in particular 
polyandry. 

Annulment, on the other had, is the declaration that a marriage is null and void. The 
difference between divorce and annulment is that in divorce, your marriage is recognized, 
it is on record that you were married but there was a legal intervention to cut the 
relationship and put an end to it, while in annulment, when declared null and void, it is 
as if your marriage did not happen. There was no marriage at all. All records pertaining to 
your marriage will be null and void as well; although, children born before the annulment 
are considered as legitimate children and receive full rights of a legitimate child. 

With the divorce law looming into its passage, what does it say about the society that 
we are living in now? The fact that some of our legislators and some advocacy groups are 
rooting for the passage of the divorce law, it means that our perception of divorce has 
somewhat changed. We perceive divorce differently now. But why? 

For richer and for poorer: increasing individuality and feminism 

According to our beliefs, man and woman were created to be partners. And it 
remained to be true up to the recent history where the usual set up is that men work 
and the women stay at home to take care of the children and oversee the running of the 
household. But with the introduction of education to women, they started to identify 
themselves and rectify their status in comparison to men. Women started to be educated 
and slowly encroached to the men's working world. Women started working as well, 
earning for themselves. Today, there is practically nothing that men are doing that women 
cannot do. Women could earn as much as men, sometimes, even more. This makes women 
more confident that they could survive on their own, or even if they are the only ones 
working for her family. This gives women the idea and confidence that if and when their 
relationship with their husbands would end, they know that they can survive and provide 
for herself and her children. This makes it easier for them to decide to finally cut the ties 
with their husbands with whom previously, they were dependent on. But now, women are 
very much independent. 


Through thick or thin: social acceptance 

Before, when we hear that someone is a divorcee, 
especially if she is a woman, we would commonly 
look for someone or something to blame. We will 
ask what happened and what went wrong. And if 
it is the girl we are talking to, we would even ask, 
why did you not fight for it, why did you not try to 
work it out? We used to have a negative connotation 
for divorce. We see divorce as a result of a failed 
relationship, of a mistake. But today, it's a different 

story all together. 
Since we are greatly 
influenced by 
Western culture, 
even their perception 
about things such 
as divorce bounces 
to us and we slowly 
accept it as part of 
our own thinking. 

Today, if we hear 
that someone is a 
divorcee, we even 
say, "Good for you!" 
We now see divorce 
in a different light. Others see it as a means to claim 
back their old self, of rectifying who they were before 
they were married. It is seen as triumph in a battle, 
especially on the side of women. 

Through sickness and in health: marriage is 
stressful 

Another possible reason why marriages could end 
up in divorce is because, marriage is very stressful, 
in more than one aspect. Just imagine sending 
your children to school, where a decent college or 
university now would cost P30,000 to P50,000 per 
semester. Let us say you have three kids all going to 
college, where on Earth would you get PI 50,000 just 
for tuition? And we are not even talking about books, 
projects, allowance, uniform, transportation, meals! 
Just imagine how stressful that is! And that is just 


WE USED TO 
HAVE A NEGATIVE 
CONNOTATION 
FOR DIVORCE. 

WE SEE DIVORCE 
AS A RESULT 
OF A FAILED 
RELATIONSHIP, OF 
A MISTAKE. BUT 
TODAY, IT'S A 
DIFFERENT STORY 
ALL TOGETHER. 






one aspect of family life. What about 
health? Utilities? Food? 

We can always say that, "Hey, that's 
part of married life. You have to deal 
with it together with your spouse." But 
it is just easier said than done. It would 
take great effort to keep your marriage 
stable if all these stressors are not addressed 


Till death do us part: consequences 
and effects of divorce 

A possible consequence of divorce is remarriage. 

It's the blending of biological and step-parents and 
siblings if members of a blended family would easily 
get along, understanding that they are in the 
same boat and experiencing the same things. 

But the problem would be when members of a 
blended family would see more complications 
rather than having each other as a remedy. 

Some would experience insecurity, conflicts 
because of favoritism, or disputes because of 
inequality on what they are getting. 

Other critics of the divorce bill also argue 
that passing a law allowing divorce would 
greatly affect the morality of our citizens. 

They are arguing that passing the law 
would diminish the sacredness of marriage. 

They also argued that people will just take 
advantage and abuse the law using it only for 

WE CAN ALWAYS their selfish 

SAY THAT, "HEY, interests - 

Yousre 

MARRIED LIFE. YO U husband and 
HAVE TO DEAL wife: divorce is 

WITH IT TOG ETHER the answer 
WITH YOUR Proponents of ,h. 


are arguing that the 
could help abused women, 
poor and stressed partners to 
the problems of their marriage. 

I do not think that divorce should 
resolution to these problems. What we should do, what the government 
sure that there are enough job opportunities for citizens to acquire a good 


SPOUSE/' BUT 
IT IS JUST EASIER 
SAID THAN DONE. 


-f. 


bill 
law 

children, 
get over 
Personally, 
be seen as a 
should do is to make 
source of income to keep 


their family eating at least three times a day, safe in a comfortable house, and the children going to school. Even if we allow divorce, if separated couples 
still have no source of income to provide what they need and what their children need, then divorce does not solve the problem. Q 


A POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCE OF DIVORCE IS 

REMARRIAGE . IT'S THE BLENDING OF BIOLOGICAL AND STEP-PARENTS 
AND SIBLINGS IF MEMBERS OF A BLENDED FAMILY WOULD EASILY GET ALONG, 
UNDERSTANDING THAT THEY ARE IN THE SAME BOAT AND EXPERIENCING THE SAME 
THINGS. BUT THE PROBLEM WOULD BE WHEN MEMBERS OF A BLENDED FAMILY WOULD 
SEE MORE COMPLICATIONS RATHER THAT HAVING EACH OTHER AS A REMEDY. 


WHY THE FORUM MATTERS 

First appearing in the US edition’s July 1963 issue, PLAYBOY Forum is a section that has always been about openness and interactivity, fostering an 
impassioned back-and-forth discussion with our readers. From the start, it has served as a colloquium between editors and readers on matters of freedom 
of speech and sexual rights (for more on this, see the Forum in our December 2008 issue). Today, the Forum serves as the policy nexus for the magazine, 
touching on a wide range of topics, and as a place to highlight the intersection of the PLAYBOY philosophy (also explored in our December issue) with the 
nuts and bolts of the world around us. We welcome all who wish to have their opinions on the Forum topic of the month published to send their thoughts 
to playboy@pbphil.com with the subject “FORUM.” 











V INTERNATIONAL WOMAN 


Wrestlina 



WRITTEN BY JASON INOCENCIO 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY TONY KELLY 


For any male child who grew up in the 1980s, 
Sarasota, Florida might be best remembered as the 
place that wrestler "Macho Man" Randy Savage 
called home. Even as "Macho" battled Hulk Hogan, 
The HonkyTonk Man, and Ricky "The Dragon" 
Steamboat on the way to the WWF Championship, 
many hearts went a-flutter when his lovely valet, 
Miss Elizabeth, accompanied him to the ring. For in 
a male-dominated world like professional wrestling, 
a stunning sight like Elizabeth stood out like a sore 
thumb. 

Consider then our International Woman for 
April 2013, Sarasota, Florida's own Shawn Dillon. 
Like another famous "Shawn" with a wrestling 
background (namely "The Heartbreak Kid" Shawn 
Michaels), our lovely Miss Dillon has sandy blonde 
hair and a body to wrestle for. Standing 57" 
and weighing a mere 115 lbs., Shawn's Floridian 
background is the answer to her year-round tan. 

More than a mere beach bum, Shawn is a 
wakeboarder, a certified scuba diver, and offshore 


fisherwoman. "I'm a mermaid," she says. "I'm 
happiest in the water." Proof of that is in the two 
tiny tattoos of a shark and a scuba diver on her 
feet. Dillon is also no stranger to showing off for 
the camera as she has won several major bikini 
competitions and is a featured model for a couture 
bikini company based locally in Belleair Bluffs, 
Florida: TeenyB.com. 

"I love modeling," Shawn says, "but I'd like 
to get into acting and hosting, or develop a line 
of skincare products." Aside from the previously 
mentioned sports, Shawn is also a football fan, 
further dispelling the myth that hot girls are too 
fragile or not into roughhousing. 

The Florida sun has helped Shawn maintain an 
easy lifestyle by the beach but don't let that fool 
you. Behind those eyes and that disarming body is a 
woman even the likes of Randy Savage and Shawn 
Michaels would be proud to have watching their 
collective backs. FI 
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V MAN OF THE MONTH 


EVERSE MIGRATION IS A PHENOMENON IN BIRD MIGRATION WHEREIN A YOUNG BIRD 
GOES IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION OF WHERE THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO GO; ACCIDENTALLY 
HEADING FOR COLDER CLIMATES WHEN THEY'RE SUPPOSED TO GO FOR WARMER 
WEATHER . WHILE SOME BIRDS DIE IN THE PROCESS > OTHERS HAVE THRIVED AND OFTEN 
RETURN TO THE SAME PLACE . PERHAPS THIS APRIL'S MAN OF THE MONTH HAS A BIT OF BIRD IN 
HIM SINCE HIS RECENT RESIDENCY IN MANILA SEEMS TO BE THE HUMAN EQUIVALENT OF THIS 
PHENOMENON . 


Ralph Santos grew up most of his life in the cold climates 
of Canada and even in various parts of North America. But 
five years ago he decided to try and do some business in the 
Philippines, flying in every couple of weeks or so. Seeing the 
strain on his family this arrangement was causing, he decided 
to uproot and move them permanently here a couple of years 
ago. "I officially moved here in 2011, October. But I was flying 
back and forth from Vancouver to the Philippines every two 
weeks for about two years [before then]. It was really hard 
on the entire family. Then my kids started to see the benefit 
of me being away and the freedom that came with it. That's 
when they start to go their own way without the proper 
guidance, right?" he said in an interview held at his home in a 
very popular, well-guarded community. 

The first year being in the Philippines, he recalled, was 
not an easy transition for his children, "There was a lot of 
rebellion. There was a lot of attitude. There was a lot of 
sadness and crying. There was a lot of "I want this! I want 
that!" It took a promise for a trip back to Vancouver over the 
summer holidays and an assurance that they will get into an 


is non-negotiable, everything 
is transparent to the people, 
transparent to all parties 
involved. That, I appreciate. 
And I think that encourages 
me to pursue it and to provide 
a better approach on trying to 
present the solutions." 

We began the interview 
commenting on the musical 
instruments we found 
scattered—strategically, of 
course—around the Santos' 
living room, which made him 
explain that he had no idea 
where his kids got the creative 
gene from since he was "a 
sports [guy], brains most likely 
from their mom, and the 
kids have been creative since 


we learned that the young 
man outside was just part of 
a coterie of Personal Security 
that are kept to keep him and 
his children safe. "I have the 
security for the kids. That's 
why I have security here. 

We audit private individuals, 
as well as corporations. We 
come in and we just look at 
their data, their processes 
and their structure and when 
they see us coming in, they 
know. I don't sugar coat 
my position when we come 
in. We present ourselves as 
an anti-fraud organization; 
we'll examine what they 
have, look at the facts and 
provide a report. We'll help 


“That’s fucking bullshit. That pisses me off the 
most. And there are a lot of them like that. They’re 
embarrassed by the culture, or they insult the culture. 
They can hide the fact that they’re Filipino, which is 
fine, but no need to insult the entire culture. It’s worst 
than being racist.” 


international school come the new academic year that his 
kids - now ages 12, 14, and 16 — really started taking the 
move seriously. "So [now] they love the country; they love 
the people; they now have social lives, they understand it 
better. They're still having a tough time with the language 
still. But I want them to learn that," he said, adding that he's 
a little hesitant to teach it to them since it's a secret language 
between him and their mom "when we talk about them or 
keeping conversation confidential" 

Far from being reticent, Santos was surprisingly candid, 
considering the nature of his job in providing anti-fraud 
solutions and this being his first foray into the limelight. He 
was refreshingly raw and enjoyably unpredictable. He also 
loved to talk in rhetorical repetition for emphasis. When 
asked, for instance, about how important his role as an 
anti-fraud consultant in the government was, he replied, "I 
think the role is absolutely essential; it's absolutely critical. It's 
absolutely needed by the current administration because it's 
their mandate and because the people need it. I'm fortunate 
that it's not just me. There are a lot of other groups or 
agencies within the administration that are enforcing it and I 
like the fact that he (P-noy) stands by his ground. Everything 


they were young. So I have a 
12-year-old son, a 14-year-old 
daughter, and a 16-year-old 
son, and they're the ones who 
are creative. I don't know 
where... I don't think they got 
it from me. So I'm not musical 
by any means. I'm just into 
sports." 

The atmosphere was very 
relaxed regardless of the fact 
that just minutes prior to the 
interview we were met at their 
gate by a rather intimidating 
young man wearing polo 
barong-i, who inquired about 
our business with Mr. Santos. 
But, we were, courteously 
ushered in when we stated 
our business and we were 
deemed non-threatening. 

Later on, during the interview, 


re-engineer, restructure, and 
create processes for our clients 
to improve," he explained. 

It became evident during 
the interview that our Man 
of the Month is not only a 
family man, he was a Filipino 
family man with a strong sense 
of responsibility in both his 
family and work life. "That's 
one thing I appreciate about 
the Philippines and I want to 
follow that tradition and the 
culture and get my children to 
understand and then appreciate 
it better because they're very 
North Americanized," he 
claimed. 

So, here is Ralph Santos, 
Family Man. PLAYBOY'S April 
Man of the Month. 




INTERVIEW BY STEPHANIE RAQUEL Al 
PHOTOG 
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PB: So you’re into fitnessP 

RS: Used to be. I used to be really fit before 
conning into this country. 

PB: You are still fit. 

RS: No. Not like before, 'before I used to 
exercise and work out five to six days a week. 
[Here] it's hard because it's a very social 
environment seven days a week. Some nights 
last till three, four, or five in the morning. So by 
the time I want to workout, ayoko na. I'm like, 
forget it. I'd just rather eat, relax and maybe do 
some work instead. So definitely the lifestyle 
here has changed my diet and health routine. 
The culture itself changed my lifestyle. But I like 
it. I'd rather forget working out and just have a 
good time and meet people. 

PB: I love that the culture changed your 
lifestyle. What was your lifestyle thenP 
I heard you were from Canada? 

RS: Yes, from Vancouver. I grew up in Canada 
most of my life, but we traveled all over 
North America due to my father. He was an 
engineer and an architect, so we had to move 
to different cities every couple of years for his 
projects. So I grew up adapting to different 
cities and different people. Vancouver was the 
last place we lived in Canada before coming 
here. Canada is a colder climate, as you know 
and I think it's a climate for the young. My 
children love it because all three snowboard, 
play hockey and my daughter figure skates 
during the winter season. For me, I'm tired of 
the cold and my body appreciates the warm 
weather better. I'm hoping to convince my 
parents to move back to the Philippines as well 
before end of this year. My mom had kidney 
failure. So I don't want her to go through 
dialysis there, I want her to go through it here. 
Plus the lifestyle here is relaxing. It's colder 
in Canada, it gets to minus ten in Vancouver 
at times and I don't think it's good for them 
anymore. And me, appreciating the opportunity 
they gave me in Canada to have a comfortable 
life. The education, experiences, everything I 
learned, and now I have an opportunity to give 
back to my parents and to the country where 
they were from. My parents sacrificed so much. 
And now they're older, I want them to come 
back, relax and enjoy life better. 

PB: And that’s very Filipino of you. Is that why 
you decided to bring them all here togetherP 

RS: Yes, so I can see them. I have three kids, 
two boys and one girl. The girl is the one 
I'm the most paranoid with, especially in this 
country. I'm worried that she may hang out 
with the wrong crowd and I'm also very wary 
about the names, clicks and social life in this 
country because here it's about who you 
know, their background, and everyone relates 
backgrounds according to last names. But I'd 
rather have them here than in Canada where I 
can see them. 

PB: You mentioned that you were kind of 
paranoid with your daughter. Bo you believe 
in karmaP 



“Yes. All of my 
friends in North 
America, their 
parents are 
all divorced. 

I saw my dad 
as someone 
who was loyal 
because he was 
loyal to my mom 
no matter what; 
through thick and 
thin.” 



RS: Well, I believe the energy that you emit 
is the energy that you get back. For me, my 
daughter is not about karma because I believe 
that I've been good most of my life and I've 
been fair. I think for my daughter it's just me 
being a father and the connection that I have 
with her and just being protective because 
of my upbringing and the relationship I had 
with my parents. My father favored my sister. 

No question. I was treated "different", but 
he—I don't even know how—did what he did 
for my own good. I just couldn't tell by the 
way he treated me "differently" but he sure 
worshipped my sister. Based on that upbringing, 
I'm the same way today. So I don't think its 
karma, it's more of how I grew up. Treat my 
sons differently from my daughter but treat 
women overall with respect. 

PB: Bo you see a certain you in your kidsP 

RS: My daughter is tough. And I see myself the 
same way because nothing breaks her. If I'm 
arguing or debating with someone, no one will 
break me. No one. I hate that my daughter's 
the same way because the two of us arguing is 
not pretty. Neither of us will break nor give in. 
The youngest one is very playful, He plays tricks 
on people and always wants to have fun. He 
sometimes doesn't listen, parang matigas ang 
ulo. I see myself like that as well. The oldest one 
is more, there's always a solution to everything. 

If there's a problem, he always finds a way. It 
may be the wrong way, but he always finds a 
way. He wants to fix the problem, and that's 
me. 

PB: How did you get into your particular line 
of work? 

RS: I was with a company that focused on 
anti-fraud technology in 2009 and interestingly 
a couple of years before that; I was a victim 
of fraud. I don't know if you've seen the news 
lately but there's a lot of fraud happening with 
credit cards and debit cards. It's called "ATM 
Skimming". This has been happening all over 
the world for years and now that Philippines is 
using the ATM more and more, those types of 
fraud are becoming more prevalent. Basically, 
a small pin-hole sized camera is installed within 
the ATM machines along with card cloning 
device. The small camera records the PIN that's 
entered by a client and the cloning device will 
copy the black magnetic stripe on the cards. 
Once they have the two pieces of information, 
they can now copy your card and take your 
money. Our company designed a solution for 
that. For ATM or POS transactions, customers 
will receive a PIN verification request to their 
registered mobile phone or their email, or 
their home phone associated with their card. 
Customers will then type the correct PIN and 
only then the transaction is processed. It's truly 
proactive as opposed to reactive. We've been 
trying to push this solution for the last five 
years into the Philippine banks to help combat 
card fraud but it's been a struggle. I don't know 
what it is, political, bureaucratic issues and 
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i’ma 

workaholic. 

Intensely 

addicted to work. 

It’s my rush. But 
business to me 
will always be 
business and I’m 
passionate about 
my work and all 
my projects. I’m 
slowly adjusting 
to mix my 
business to have 
stronger “social” 
relationships. It’s 
a slow process 
because I’m used 
to being by the 
book, and I have 
strong principles. 


lots of red tape. I don't know why. It's meant 
to help. Something that I'm not used to and I 
don't think I will ever get accustomed to it. Our 
solution is meant to help fight fraud so I don't 
know why it takes a long time for decision 
makers to start using it. It's cheap, it helps and 
its 100% effective. 

PB: Because you’re fighting for this, anti¬ 
fraud / money laundering. Bo you ever 
receive threats from people aroundP From 
when you audit their companyP 

RS: Yes, quite a lot actually, but one 
thing I don't want to be mistaken for is a 
"whistleblower". I come in as an outsider 
whereas a whistleblower is someone from 
the inside who publicly exposes someone of 
authority in committing fraud or some sort of 
ethical violation. We're actually the ones that 
come in to determine if those allegations are 
true, we find facts and that's when the threats 
come in. 

PB: So do you ever think of maybe stopping 
the work if you get all these threatsP 

RS: Well, I've had several discussions with my 
family and close friends about it. Eventually, I'll 
move to just providing anti-fraud technology 
as opposed to investigation or examination 
because it's too dangerous in this country. A lot 
of people here are connected and from what I 
understand because of this, word travels fast. 

PB: That being said, don’t you think it will 
just defeat the purpose of your solution if 
we have those kinds of people inside the 
companies that you are tappingP 

RS:I just want to do a general public anti¬ 
fraud solution as opposed to going into larger 
organizations and finding evidence against a 
senior resource. We can implement technology 
where companies can find the fraud themselves 
instead of me pointing the finger. It's safer 
for me and this way I'm still following the 
principle of the vision and conditions that I had 
before moving here: one was, if P-Noy became 
president then we would have more confidence 
as we are close friends with some of his allies. 
That was a key driver for me. But if he didn't, 
we would still be in Canada. 

PB: What was it about PNoy that made you 
want to come backhereP 

RS: One, his mom Cory. Two, Noynoy. And I'm 
saying this because of what they sacrificed 
and how hard they fought. It's nationalist 
perspective I know and the things that represent 
the yellow ribbon vision. But it's true. From my 
perspective, I'm absolutely sincere. I listened to 
everything that he wanted to pursue before he 
became president and if you recall what he said, 
what he wanted to do and the effort behind his 
words, he's done everything, and look where 
we stand today as a country; he's proving 
himself and I'm glad he is. And I'm glad that 
I was right to believe in him because it would 
be very disappointing if he's not doing what 
he said he would do. Look at our economy; 
look at what he's done for the country; look 
at the foreign investment that's coming in. 


Philippines is a much better place because of his 
administration. 

PB: So what would you tell someone who 
wants to get into this line of workP How do 
you prepare for ItP 

RS: Be single. Don't have children. No 
family because this country can wave you to 
different ways. And just be determined, and 
be more compromising in terms of the social 
requirements of this country. 

PB: What do you mean [social 
requirementsiP 

RS: In North America, I'm at the office at eight 
in the morning, I'll work till 10 pm at night. In 
the office, I'll facilitate and deal with everything 
there. Here, a meeting past five pm, there's 
drinking, right? From what I understand, that's 
also part of work. Your potential partners, 
clients need to feel comfortable with you and 
to do that, it has to be done in neutral territory, 
which is outside of the office. This is new to 
me. I struggled to understand that for several 
months. 

PB: What’s your work ethicP 

RS: I'm a workaholic. Intensely addicted to 
work. It's my rush. But business to me will 
always be business and I'm passionate about my 
work and all my projects. I'm slowly adjusting 
to mix my business to have stronger "social" 
relationships. It's a slow process because I'm 
used to being by the book, and I have strong 
principles. 

PB: What about the people that you handleP 
How do you deal with them in terms of 


managementP 

RS: Ok. I'll give you an example. I give 
my entire staff three strikes, all of them. 
They're not used to that because in this 
country, everyone is forgiving. Once there's 
a third strike, doesn't matter how minimal 
or severe, they're walked out, they're gone; 
they get their severance and they're done. 
I'm exactly the same way in Canada. They're 
allowed a certain amount of mistakes. 

I'm very forgiving but I can only tolerate 
it three times and it's important for me to 
see an effort to correct their mistakes and 
if necessary, I'll guide them through the 
correction process. And if they don't correct 
it, I'll be very direct and firm with them to 
try and correct it. But if it happens three 
times, tang ina, forget it. 

PB: Bid you learn that from your dad 
alsoP 

RS: No. My dad was very forgiving when 
it comes to everybody else but me. That's 
how my dad was. It's true! I don't know 
if I could thank him but I appreciate the 
way I am today because of him - because 
he was not forgiving with me. That's why 
for my children, if they make mistakes, I 
guide them through it. I'm different with 
my children because my dad treated me like 
I wasn't his son. He treated my like I was 
somebody else's kid. It was really different, 
hard to explain. I was his son, right? But I 
saw his relationship with my sister. 

PB: There was some jealousyP 
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RS: No, it wasn't jealousy, it was just 
confusing. I'm blood or am I adopted. That's 
how I felt. 

PB: Growing up, did it affect you, especially 
when you come up with important 
decisions in your lifeP 

RS: With my children, yes. Because I try to 
look at them in the same way that my dad 
would look at my sister. So it's like, "Ok, 
they made a mistake, they screwed up. What 
would my dad do with my sister?" It depends 
on the severity of the mistake or what they 
did or their action. But that's how I would like 
to look at myself when I'm making a decision, 
you know, if my kids did something wrong. 

PB: Bid you see your dad as a role modelP 

RS: Yes. Most of my friends in North America, 
their parents are either separated or divorced. 

I saw my dad as someone who was loyal 
because he was loyal to my mom no matter 
what; through thick and thin. So, that I 
learned from my dad. My dad was a social 
networker. He said "Hi!" to everybody. I 
thought my dad was in politics in Canada but 
he wasn't. He was mainly managing how his 
position was in the company. 

Leadership I would say I learned a little bit 
from him, but he was more of a dictator when 
it came to his staff. And I think that there lies 
some karma. Because at the end of his career, 
there was nobody that backed him up; when 
he was about to retire, he was leaving, there 
wasn't a lot of love for him when he left. 

And I don't want that for me. I want to be a 
good leader in terms of providing guidance 
to people and sincerely try to help them 
improve as opposed to my dad's, "You're an 
idiot. Stop being an idiot or continue to be an 
idiot, and I'll let you go." So I grew up very 
negative when it comes to everything. That's 
why I try to change the perspective for my 
family, my staff and me. 

For my staff, I don't want to have a 
relationship where it's just employee- 
employer. I'm friends with everybody when it 
comes to my staff. When I talk to them, I'm 
always talking to them like they are a friend 
or a colleague because I don't want to see 
a subordinate structure in a given corporate 
relationship. I want a good relationship 
established. 

PB: When you started your family, what 
were you doing thenP Professionally. 

RS: I was in a technology firm, 
telecommunications hardware provider, 
similar to Motorola but in Canada. Finished 
school, graduated with whatever I needed 
to graduate with. And I kept going to school 
because I was getting paid to go to school. I 
say that because Canada has several programs 
in providing educational grants, student 
loans and scholarships, right? Why would I 
quit? I went to school for years. But a Dean, 
who became a good friend, said to me after 
getting my last degree, "Ralph, forget it, 


I'm not accepting you anymore." So what 
he did was, in order for me not to go back 
to school, he contacted his friend in Calgary 
and he gave me a job in Nortel [a Canadian 
telecommunications company], 

PB: Bo you think it’s easier to be successful 
here in the PhilippinesP 

RS: Now, yes, because the economy and the 
country is poised for success and you also know 
the Philippines generates a lot of revenue from 
OFWs and remittances. But there's a drawback 
to that... Why do people have to leave the 
country to be able to provide? Why the 
sacrifice? Who's impacted? Their family, right? 
We had housekeepers, maids, and drivers from 

I made a cammitment 

to myself to always do 

somothing different 

and new “because 
with my parents and 
how I grew up like I 
mentioned before, 
a lot of things were 
routine, and I hated it. 

I hate routine. I hate 
repeating something 
over and over again. I 
hate no progression, no 
movement, I don’t like 
being stagnant. 

here in Canada and I literally heard them crying 
while Skyping with their families. I asked them, 
"Why'd you leave then?" And they respond, 

"To provide." And I couldn't understand that. 

To me, my family is a priority and I wouldn't do 
that. I wouldn't be able leave them. But I didn't 
know their situation so I was blind to that and 
now I understand it better. I think it's really sad 
that people still try to do that because now, 
with the given economy and growth that we 
have and the potential that we have, Filipinos 
should consider just staying here and seeing 
what they can do here because Philippines, like 
the States, is full of opportunities. 

PB: What do you think of Filipinos from other 
countries who hide the fact that they’re 
FilipinosP 

RS: That's fucking bullshit. That pisses me off 
the most. And there are a lot of them like that. 
They're embarrassed by the culture, or they 
insult the culture. They can hide the fact that 
they're Filipino, which is fine, but no need to 
insult the entire culture. It's worst than being 
racist. 

PB: Apart from your work with Genuisys 
Corporation, you also have a personal 
business. Can you expound on thatP 

RS: Right, so there are two companies. 

Genuisys is the e-commerce company/anti-fraud 


solution provider. It has fraud examination and 
authentication technology. The e-commerce 
aspect of Genuisys is banking solutions, 
financial transaction systems. It has products for 
local and international businesses and also for 
local government agencies. 

The other company is VMoney. Its meant to 
service the people. It's an online ewallet with 
mobile functionalities. With VMoney, you can 
send money to anyone, anytime, anywhere in 
the world but using the Philippine financial 
system and the Philippine banks. What that 
allows us to do is provide remittance solution 
to Filipinos all over the world at a fraction of 
the cost. We also service local companies for 
payroll or any need to disburse funds. VMoney 
is really my biggest focus because I want this 
to connect, not just to people, not just to 
businesses, but also government agencies. 

So people can pay their GSIS, receive their 
pensions, pay BIR, etc and not only will it be 
cost effective but will also have anti-fraud 
technology. We're about to sign a deal with the 
Department of Tourism to support their "It's 
More Fun In the Philippines" Campaign so that 
we can enable a tourism card to both foreign 
and local tourists in the Philippines. We can 
issue them a cash card for security reasons and 
also save on ForEx conversions. 

PB: What’s your definition of freedom nowP 

RS: It's something I think I lack, but I don't 
mind. I do have the freedom to do whatever 
I want, but it's a choice and I'm saying that 
because I'm just more dedicated and committed 
to try and establish, one, the business and two, 
finish the projects that I have to do, three, make 
sure my children are ok and are well-provided 
for 'coz in order for them to live like this, I have 
to go non-stop "coz if I stop, their lifestyle is 
compromised. So that's what I mean about 
freedom being a choice. 

PB: Why did you agree to be interviewed by 
PLAYBOYP 

RS: Why? I made a commitment to myself 
to always do something different and new 
"because with my parents and how I grew up 
like I mentioned before, a lot of things were 
routine, and I hated it. I hate routine. I hate 
repeating something over and over again. I 
hate no progression, no movement, I don't like 
being stagnant. So when Sam [Cu, president 
of PLAYBOY Philippines] mentioned it, most of 
me was like, "No, man, that's crazy", but then 
there was a side of me that was just, "What the 
hell? Why not?" And if you would've asked me 
about seven and a half years ago, I would've 
said, "No way." It was my nature to just say 
no. I grew up with, 'no', 'that'll never happen', 
'that's impossible', 'it'll fail'. Then I realized that 
I needed to change because I had to lead by 
example to my kids., "You can do anything you 
want and you have the potential," and then I 
limit myself which doesn't make any sense. 

O 
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'IT'S MORE FUN IN 
THE PHILIPPINES" IS, 

NO DOUBT, A RESOUNDING 
SUCCESS THAT HAS 
CAPTURED NOT JUST THE 
FOREIGN IMAGINATION 
BUT ALSO LOCAL 
k INTERPRETATIONS. 


Is business really more fun in the 

Philippines? 

BY BHENJAR TOOR 
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The Makati Business Center (I mage courtesy of Google Earth) 


■ MM ^Vith the Aquino 

■ MM M administration gaining 
MM MM ground in the foreign 

^M media because of its 
efforts to curb corruption, the country 
has become a potent attraction to 
foreign investors. No less than under¬ 
house-arrest former President Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo acknowledged the 
sound economic gains of her former 
student, incumbent President Benigno 
Aquino III, even though critics see 
through her intentions of highlighting 


her supposed legacy. 

Could it be a case of the student 
becoming greater than the teacher? 
Regardless, the learning has been too 
obvious whether it was theoretical or 
experiential. 

Slow start, low spending 

The Philippine economy did not have 
a great jumpstart at the onset of the 
Aquino administration, which was then 
criticized for what the Arroyo allies say 
as the former's obsession in prosecuting 


CRITICS, THOUGH, ARE QUICK 
TO ADD THAT THE PHILIPPINES 
IS STILL FAR BEHIND OTHER 
ASEAN COUNTRIES WITH 
MALAYSIA GETTING 25 
MILLION VISITORS AND EVEN 
CAMBODIA ALMOST CATCHING 
UP AT 3.5 MILLION VISITORS. 
STILL, THE PHILIPPINES 
REMAINED ON TRACK FOR 
ITS TARGETED 10 MILLION 
VISITORS FOR THIS YEAR. 



FEATURE 


the former president on allegations of 
graft and corruption even as tourism 
figures drastically dropped down in the 
aftermath of the Rizal Park hostage¬ 
taking incident back in August 2010. 

Since then, there has been a steady 
rise in political stability and economic 
development when former Arroyo- 
appointed Ombudsman Merceditas 
Gutierrez and former Chief Justice 
Renato Corona were ousted from their 
respective posts in Malacanang-backed 
impeachment proceedings that paved 
the way for the eventual arrest of now 
Congresswoman Arroyo, who has been 
alternately under house or hospital 
arrest. 

However, these good signs hit 
a roadblock when, in June 2010, 
several government projects such 
as the Belgian-backed Laguna Lake 
Rehabilitation Project, a Chinese- 
financed rail line, and French-funded 
port work were immediately cancelled 
to allow further review of contracts 
even If they were legitimate, leading 
some investors to file complaints 
against the Aquino administration 
for alleged breach of contract and 
underspending on various projects, 
specifically those that were initiated 
during the last few months of the 
previous administration to check on 
possible graft and corrupt practices. 
Arroyo was quick to debunk such 
allegations after pointing out the 
hostage crisis in Luneta should never 
have happened and that the 7.9 
percent economic growth the country 
experienced was a result of her hands 
on leadership, which Aquino ostensibly 
lacks. She pointed out to her former 
student that the problem is too much 
politics and not just the economy. 

Wow: it's more fun in the 
Philippines 

Almost three years after the 
infamous Luneta hostage-taking, 
the Shanghai Morning Post (SMP) 
tagged the Philippines as the "Most 
Romantic Destination" in Asia based 
on a consumer survey with no less 
than the Philippine Consul-General 
Charles Jose accepting the recognition 
in behalf of the country from SMP 
Editor-in-chief Liu Sha last January 9. 
Interestingly, several Philippine carriers 
have re-launched their air services from 
China to the Philippines to cater to the 
growing demands for short-haul beach 
holidays. 

As expected, this has dramatically 
increased the number of foreign 
tourists visiting the country. From only 
3, 917,454 visitors in 2011, it has 
jumped to 4,272, 811 or a 9 percent 
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increase from 2011 based on the latest figures 
released by the Department of Tourism (DOT), 
with tourists mostly coming from Korea. It 
marked the first time that the Philippines 
has reached the four million visitors mark in 
decades, which had a lot of impact on local 
businesses catering to global clients. 

Critics, though, are quick to add that the 
Philippines is still far behind other ASEAN 
countries with Malaysia getting 25 million 
visitors and even Cambodia almost catching 
up at 3.5 million visitors. Still, the Philippines 
remained on track for its targeted 10 million 
visitors for this year. 

Even so, Manila, Cebu, Boracay, the 
Chocolate Hills in Bohol, Palawan, and 
the Banaue Rice Terraces are among those 
considered as top tourist attractions because 
of its historicity where the ancient and modern 
elements blend, shopping centers as well as 
entertainment venues, casinos, and golf courses 
dot the outlying metropolis, where viewdecks , 
clear water, and luxury hotels offer exceptional 
beauty amidst a diverse wildlife highlighted by 
an ancient wonder of paddy fields that appear 
to be a stairway to heaven. 

Cebu, especially, has been gradually gaining 
ground as the Queen of the South. Korean 
tourists became the top market for the 
Cebuanos, comprising 29 percent of the total 
foreign tourists. Chinese tourists also drastically 
increased by 70 percent as more charter flights 
were booked between Cebu and Shanghai, as 
well as from Guangzhou. 

Cebu is one of the must-see places in the 
Philippines. It represents what a tourist would 
expect in a tropical country like the Philippines: 

"WE KEEP ON SENDING OUR BESTS 
ABROAD BECAUSE WE CANNOT 
PROVIDE THEM JOBS HERE IN 
THE COUNTRY WHEN OUR MOVE 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN TO FIND WAYS 
TO PROVIDE THEM WITH JOBS HERE 
THAT WILL MAKE THEM THINK 
TWICE BECAUSE WORKING ABROAD 
IS JUST A MERE OPTION AND NOT A 
NECESSITY 

white beaches, sunny weather, coconut trees, 
mangoes, picturesque sceneries, festive mood 
and music. 

With the influx of foreign tourists from 
various countries, as a result of a new peace 
treaty between the Philippine government 
and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF); 
the ouster of perceived corrupt officials; the 
heightened fight against corruption in all levels 
of society to curb the activities of abusive 
government officials and civilians, wherein the 
social media has played an active role, it looks 
like the Aquino administration was right after 
all that it is not enough that economic spending 
is increased to improve infrastructure. It is 
equally important that a trustworthy mechanism 
is put into place to attract investors and make 



them confident that their investments would go 
where it should. 

Trust, more than any economic policy, is the 
key to increased foreign investments. 

Business (un)usual 

Recently, a team of American corporate 
representatives from Citigroup, Chevron, 

Coca Cola, General Electric, JP Morgan Chase, 
Procter and Gamble, Peregrine Development 
International, CV Starr & Co., the US Education 
Finance Group, McLarty & Associates, Federal 
Express, and Spence & Co. visited Global 
Gateway Logistics City at Clark Freeport, 
Pampanga, the Center for International Trade 
Exposition, and Missions of the Department of 
Trade and Industries (DTI), and the Asian Institute 
of Management (AIM) came to scout for more 
business opportunities in the country. 

This came after the Standard and Poor's 
Ratings Services as well as Fitch gave the 
Philippines a BB+ credit rating, which put the 
country a notch below an investment grade 
status. If achieved, it will have tremendous 
impact on the lowering of credit interest rates 
and enable the government to use what was 
saved to implement more infrastructure and 
social programs. 

Moreover, the Philippines continues to 
dominate the Information and Communication 
Technology and Business Process Outsourcing (IT- 
BPO) industry as contact centers continue to stay 
strong by remaining at the top for voice services 
(inbound and outbound calls) and second in 
non-voice (chat) and complex services (technical 
support and sales) based on a statement released 
to the media by Business Process Association of 
the Philippines (BPAP) Executive Director Gigi 
Virata. 

With a bullish economy coming in this Year Of 
The Snake, it is not surprising that the Philippines 
was the second best performer last year 
among the ASEAN members next to Thailand. 

The Philippines is showing a lot of promise. 


"IT'S MORE FUN IN THE PHILIPPINES 
BECAUSE IT IS THE PEOPLE AND 
PLACES THAT ATTRACT FOREIGNERS 
AND THE TOURISTS WOULD HAVE A 
GOOD IMPRESSION OF THESE IF WE 
FOCUS ON WHAT IS POSITIVE AND 
NOT WHAT IS ILLEGAL." 

However, certain issues and concerns will 
have to be addressed if the economic growth 
will be sustained way beyond the present 
administration. 

Not bad for a revitalized tiger cub economy 
that is still continuing to become bigger as it 
claws its way back to the top. 

Bridging the divide 

Despite all the positive feedback and 
encouraging reviews coming from several 
business tycoons and investors, House Minority 
Leader and Quezon Representative Danilo 
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HE EXPLAINED 
THAT THE NEW 
DOT SLOGAN WAS 
SIMPLY ABLE TO 
STIR THE DEMAND 
AND WE HAVE TO 
CONSIDER THAT 
ADVERTISEMENT 
IS MERE 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
THE PRODUCT 
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. 

"BESIDES, THE 
PHILIPPINES IS 
DESTINED TO BECOME 
A PRIME TOURIST 
DESTINATION," 

HE REMARKED. 
"WHEN FOREIGNERS 
COME HERE AND 
EXPERIENCE THE 
PEOPLE, THE PLACE, 
INCLUDING THE KIND 
OF RECEPTION THEY 
GET, THE PHILIPPINES 
WILL ALWAYS RANK 
WELL AMONG ASEAN 
COUNTRIES." 


in growth the Aquino 
administration claims is 
only good for those who 
have stocks in the market 
and who owns the bigger 
share of the economic pie. 

Nevertheless, University 
of the Philippines - Manila 
(UP-Manila) and University 
of Santo Tomas (UST) 
Economics Professor 
Ernie Gonzales said that 
the latest developments, 
regardless of criticisms, are 
positive points that show 
foreigners are beginning 
to see the Philippines as 
one of the top tourist 
destinations in Asian 
tourism though there are 
still problems that need to 
be solved. 


Suarez, a close ally of former 
President Arroyo, observed 
that "only the rich are 
benefiting from the economic 
growth being claimed by the 
Aquino administration. 

He cited foreign investors' 
fears that the insufficient 
judiciary susceptible to 
political interference and the 
administration's loose regard 
for contracts just because 
they were signed during 
the term of the previous 
administration. 

He also added that the 
"surge in the stock market 
are owned mostly by the A 
and B classes with almost all 
stocks in the market owned 
by huge conglomerates." 
Hence, whatever increase 


DESTINATION' 


He explained that the new DOT slogan 
was simply able to stir the demand and we 
have to consider that advertisement is mere 
advertisement. The product speaks for itself. 
"Besides, the Philippines is destined to become a 
prime tourist destination," he remarked. "When 
foreigners come here and experience the people, 
the place, including the kind of reception they 
get, the Philippines will always rank well among 
ASEAN countries." 

Gonzales, however, was quick to point out 
that there is a need to resolve problems related 
to our airport, hotel facilities, and world-class 
requirements of greening and waste disposal. 

Balbir Singh Toor, a former vice president and 
member of one of the government-recognized 
associations in the entertainment industry - 
Reliable Entertainment Promoters Association 
(REPA), observed that there are several concerns 
that need to be addressed if the government is 
serious in sustaining Philippine tourism. 

"Retirees from abroad cannot buy land in the 
Philippines when laws can be passed to limit 
ownership, there are not enough roads all over 
the country, the cost of electricity is among the 
highest in Asia, and security issues persist," he 
pointed out. 

"There are also too many scalawags in 
the airport. A special police force known as 
the Tourists' Police should be made visible 
everywhere to make sure that foreigners will 
have a safe and great experience of the country," 
he added. 

While increased tourism has been both a boon 
and a bane because of the improvements and 
challenges it has created, both Gonzales and 
Toor confirmed that the Aquino administration is 
on the right track. 

In fact, it is no secret that the IT-BPO industry 
has provided so many opportunities even for 
fresh graduates having attracted so many 
foreign investors to capitalize on the Filipino call 
center agents' abilities, though issues related 
to incentives, policy, regulatory developments, 
talent, global rank, and investment climate 
were among the main concerns. It has been 
repeatedly noted that there is a need for a more 
investor-friendly environment that will ensure 
that requirements are met; shifts are arranged 
in such a way that absenteeism and turnovers 
are not alarming; and policies encourage 
growth regardless of the administration through 
cost-efficient investments on IT research and 
improved capabilities without tinges of graft and 
corruption as in the botched NBN-ZTE deal. 

However, investors must work with industry 
associations, the academe, and the government 
to address the talent gap through talent 
development programs to meet the industry's 
growing demands. BPAP Vice Chairman Dan 
Reyes, in a press briefing, insisted that education 
will play a crucial role in ensuring the stability of 
the IT-BPO sector since education is the key to 
improving skills needed among agents to develop 
IT familiarity needed in "processed capability to 
effectively deliver solutions." 

In addition, red tape is still present in 
different processes, from construction permits 
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to starting and setting up businesses. Add to 
that the local concern on the peso appreciation, 
which has gained strength against the dollar in 
recent months because of the economy's good 
performance. This, if not matched with good 
infrastructure programs, employment growth, 
and more investments, will only recreate the Thai 
experience that initiated the Asian financial crisis 
of the 90's. 

Toor also cited too much politicking that 
disables continuity and sustainability of good 
programs and policies, monopolies on certain 
industries, certain law provisions preventing 
foreigners from owning companies, and the high 
rates of communication are among those that 
impede continuous growth and that stop foreign 
investors from coming continuously. 

"We have laws that prevent a foreigner from 
owning a company because the government 
wants to ensure that a majority of the stocks are 
owned by Filipinos for certain reasons. However, 
this has not prevented certain foreign investors 
from setting up businesses and using Filipinos 
as dummies just to go around the law. That is 
when the problem sets in," he remarked. "Why 
prevent it 100% when you can simply regulate 
it. By allowing foreign investors to set-up their 
businesses here, you will actually create more 
jobs, regulate them better since you are now 
able to identify them, and create competition, 
which will definitely improve the quality of 
service since investors can break monopolies that 
cause stagnation in businesses," he added. 

But things may not come easy. Toor lamented 
that the problem ever since was that Filipinos 
are more attuned with white collar jobs rather 
than focusing on Engineering and other blue 
collar jobs that are needed in nation building. He 
highlighted that for the past years, the focus was 
on the OFWs and not on the need of the country 
itself. "We keep on sending our bests abroad 
because we cannot provide jobs here in the 
country when our move should have been to find 
ways to provide them with jobs here that will 
make them think twice because working abroad 
is just a mere option and not a necessity," he 
emphasized. 


He also explained that what is very noticeable 
among the OFWs he has encountered in his 
many years in the entertainment industry was 
that many of them fail to capitalize on their 
earnings by saving much of their salaries so 
they can start their own business. He insisted 
that education will definitely play a vital role in 
reshaping the mindsets of employees. However, 
for this to be achieved, it is important that 
"the curriculum is improved and aligned with 
the skills needed in the market; teachers are 
well-compensated so that we can have a quality 
lineup of faculty members, and learning becomes 
more efficient by improving the student-teacher 
ratio." Gonzales affirms this by insisting that 
economic growth is only sustained if we have the 
manpower to carry out the plans on a long-term 
basis. 

Sex tourism is also another issue that the 
government needs to deal with given the 
projections in the increasing number of foreign 
tourists in the next years. Tourism Secretary 
Ramon Jimenez, in an interview with a local 
cable news channel, remained optimistic with 
the success of the new marketing efforts to 
highlight tourist spots in the country more than 
anything else. 

"If you come here for darker reasons, we 
don't want your business," was Jimenez's curt 
response. 

Toor agrees with this observation. "It's more 
fun in the Philippines because it is the people 
and places that attract foreigners and the tourists 
would have a good impression of these if we 
focus on what is positive and not what is illegal," 
He said emphasizing that the case of Bohol is a 
good example considering that the government, 
as reported, is on the verge of realizing a three- 
decade old dream of finally having an airport 
in the fabled white-side of Panglao aside from 
plans of setting up call centers in the area to 
provide more jobs to the locals. 

"Imagine the view if you are on a deck visiting 
the Chocolate Hills, then you also have BPO 
companies giving good salaries to employees, a 
possible golf course, bars, and the seashore all 
in one place," he said. "The problem with Bohol 


is all these are being targeted only now when 
it could have been done a long time ago. Even 
this did not stop Bohol from becoming one of 
the primary tourist destinations in the country 
because of the different kind of environment 
people find there. Can you just imagine if five- 
star hotels, golf courses, beach resorts, more 
advanced viewing decks, and secured nightlife 
were put into place years ago?" he asked while 
insisting that the growth of the tourism industry 
is a given considering the many beautiful places 
in the country with only mismanagement and 
too much corruption preventing such things from 
happening. 

It must be noted that it was only recently 
that the President announced P7.4B is going 
to be allotted to the building of a world-class 
international airport on the island of Panglao, 
which is a first of many steps that will put Bohol 
on top of a tourist's list. 

Hope for the best, still expect the worst 

With the 2013 mid-term elections looming, 
the administration will be tested as this is seen as 
a validation of the present leadership of whether 
they have met expectations or not. 

Toor feels that the country can sustain 
its gains with tourism playing a vital role in 
economic recovery albeit he says it with guarded 
optimism. "It is how you develop tourism and 
address the culture of corruption that destroys 
everything - even the good ones. The problem of 
continuity lies with the next administration." 

Jared Carlo Echevarria, a graduating 
Economics student from the UST and one of the 
thousands of graduates who will be scrambling 
to find a job by the end of this school year, 
remains optimistic about the future's prospects. 
"There's a promising future, the economy is 
being sustained, and security in several areas in 
the country are becoming better compared to 
the previous years," he remarked. 

Gonzales, however, cautions everyone with 
all the early celebrations. "The Philippines is not 
yet off the hook economically, there is a need for 
a paradigm shift. What we need is more of the 
Pinoy brand of optimism so we can pursue the 
course despite difficulties and challenges." 

"Moreover, there is a need for total mining 
ban because of how it can affect other 


HAVING WOWED FOREIGN INVESTORS 
WITH THESE CONCRETE SIGNS OF 
MORE GOOD THINGS TO COME, THE 
PHILIPPINES HAS PROVEN THAT IT 
HAS WHAT IT TAKES TO TAKE ITS 
RIGHTFUL PLACE AMONG THE BEST IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA. 


industries, including tourism," he added. 

Having wowed foreign investors with these 
concrete signs of more good things to come, 
the Philippines has proven that it has what it 
takes to take its rightful place among the best 
in Southeast Asia. No doubt, doing business has 
become more fun in the Philippines. It is up to us 
to keep it that way. O 
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WE WANTED TO GIVE YOU SOMETHING SPECIAL; WHICH BEGGED THE QUESTION, WHAT WOULD 
A PLAYBOY WANT? AT THE BRAINSTORMING SESSION, IT WAS A TOSS-UP BETWEEN PUTTING ONE 
GORGEOUS LADY ON THE COVER OR CHANNELING THE HEF AND PLACING A VARIETY OF LADIES. 
^ SINCE WE BELIEVE THAT YOU CAN NEVER GO WRONG IN EMULATING THE ULTIMATE PLAYBOY, WE 
DECIDED TO GO WITH THE LATTER CHOICE. WE HAVE, FOR YOUR PERUSAL, GATHERED TOGETHER 
SOME OF THE PLAYMATES OF 2012. NOT ONLY HAVE THEY TAKEN SOME BREATHTAKINGLY STUNNING 
PICTURES, THEY ALSO SHARED WITH US SOME OF THEIR PLANS, THEIR DREAMS, AND WHAT HAS KEPT 

THEM BUSY SINCE THE TIME THAT THEY POSED UNTIL NOW. 


Playmate Grey is nothing like the 
drabness of her namesake. Rather, 
she is a vibrant young lady who, since 
posing for PLAYBOY, has never seemed 
to lose her flirtatious character. Upon arriving at 
the photo shoot, it was hugs and kisses all around 
for PLAYBOY staff with her and she was all smiles 
throughout the shoot. "One of my proudest 
moments since posing for PLAYBOY is the 
billboard of me along EDSA," she shared. "Since 
nag-pose kasi ako, mas nagka-pangalan ako and 
now I'm the model for Mototrade." Very playful 
and lighthearted, Playmate Gray also shared with 
us that this 2013 she's looking for a more stable 
job and hopes to improve on her make-up skills. 

"I am an HRM graduate so I hope to work in the 
hotel or casino industry and as a model, I think it 
is also important to have make-up skills so I can 
also do it on myself." As for travel plans, a visit 
to Hong Kong was just done last month but she 
hopes to someday visit Japan or Korea. "I want 
to go there for the weather. Sexy kasi sa akin ang 
winter wear," she said. 

Playmate Carlene is probably our most 
entrepreneurial Playmate out there. 

She is the owner of a water distillery 
company and has a near-perfect hold 
on practically all the businesses within the Ortigas 
area. "[My business] supplies water to a call center 
as well as offices in the Tektite [Philippine Stock 
Exchange offices] building. We also supply water 
to restaurants and bars. Nakilala yung business 
ko within the span of one year," she proudly said. 
Carlene had always been interested in business 
ever since she could remember - from being a 
partner in a bar to lending money. One of the 
more mentally tough Playmates, Carlene added 
that she always thought of herself as a fighter and 
a risk-taker. "But I'm also a lover," she claimed 
with a laugh. She is also very focused. When 
asked if she had a dream travel destination, she 
blushingly admitted that she used to have one, 
"pero di ko a lam kung bakit nawala. I think it's 
because I'm really concentrating on expanding my 
business right now so travel plans will have to be 
put on hold for this year." 

By the time Playmate Ayesha sat 
down to talk with us, she was already 
exhausted from having posed for hours 
under the heat of the midday sun. 

But, relaxing in her chair, she still enthusiastically 
recounted to us everything that she's done this 
past year since being chosen to be a Playmate. 

"I continued on with my career as a model full 


time. But for magazines, I've only ever posed for 
PLAYBOY, loyal na ako dito," she shared. "Malaki 
talaga yung naitulong ng PLAYBOY sa akin. 
Dumami yung projects ko and it really helped my 
portfolio." She also disclosed that she started 
an online shop last year but since it was hard to 
maintain with her busy schedule, she had to close 
it. This year, though, she is deciding to whether or 
not to pursue plans to migrate to Australia or to 
continue on in her modeling career. "I think my 
career is really flourishing right now because I treat 
every shoot like a new experience. And also, my 
strategy is not to say "yes" to every project para 
hindi magsawa sa akin ang mga tao," she said. 
Whatever you decide, Playmate Ayesha, we're sure 
your legions of fans will support. 

Playmate Bella's first words during 
the interview were: "Since posing for 
PLAYBOY [October-November 2012], 

I stopped doing photo shoots." But 
before you get a cardiac arrest from that rather 
ominous-sounding proclamation, fear not because 
there is a very good explanation. "I've been 
finalizing a contract with Elite Advertising to be 
the endorser of SK-II in the Philippines. I just have 
to sign the contract and then we should start 
shooting sometime this summer," she explained. 
For those not in the know, SK-II is a popular brand 
of cosmetic and beauty products and counts Cate 
Blanchett as its biggest celebrity endorser. Clearly, 
Playmate Bella is in good company. Slightly 
tomboyish but every bit a lady, she plans on 
focusing on this project and her career this year. "I 
also want to learn make-up skills. Siyempre, iba pa 
rin pag model ka na, make-up artist ka pa," she 
laughed. She is also well-traveled, having lived and 
worked in Japan and Cambodia. "I love to travel. 
But I really want to go to Brazil and Costa Rica. I 
think those places are just so exotic," she gushed. 
Playmate Gypsy is no stranger in 
being in an anniversary issue. Last 
year, she was our Playmate for the 
fourth anniversary issue and here she 
is again gracing our pages with other Playmates. 
"We're all friends here and it's so fun getting to 
work with such beautiful girls," she said. Since 
her stint as Miss April 2012, Playmate Gypsy has 
been active in promoting us in various events 
such as Rock the Rabbit 2012 and the Playmate 
Gala. "Being a Playmate has changed a lot of 
things in my life. People know me more, even 
when I'm at the mall, people come up to me and 
want to have their pictures taken with me. It's an 
overwhelming feeling," she said. Poised and ever 


so classy, Playmate Gypsy revealed that this year 
she is planning to go back to Thailand to work. "I 
have three jobs when I'm there:- a front desk office 
girl in the morning then, in the afternoon, a model 
either in photo shoots or at events and, in the 
evening, a lead singer in gigs with a rock band," 
she said. A very well-rounded and extremely sexy 
Playmate, indeed. 

Playmate Anne very down-to-earth. 

In point of fact, she's very much the 
typical Filipina. Since her modeling stint 
with PLAYBOY, she had gone back to 
school and is now a full-fledged loan processor 
for a company that specializes in helping OFWs, 
particularly those in the maritime industry. "This is 
special to me because my father is also a seaman," 
she explained. "And I've been concentrating on this 
ever since so my involvement in photo shoots had 
been very limited." A simple girl, Playmate Anne 
gets her amazing amount of self-confidence from 
the time she was a ledge dancer. "Pag ginagawa 
mo kasi yun, parang mawawalan ka ng hiya. 
Matututo ka talagang maging confident," she said. 
For 2013, she plans to work harder at her job and 
save up to help her family. "Pero gusto ko makabili 
ng sarili kong TV, yung 32-inch screen, flat screen," 
she quipped. "But I also want to start my own 
business, possibly open up a franchise." With all 
her pragmatism, however, she also has big dreams, 
particularly in her travel plans. "Someday I want to 
be able to visit Paris and Italy," she said. 

Since posing for PLAYBOY in June 2012, Playmate 
Ondrea has kept on in her position 
as a 'bingo talent' at a popular local 
casino. "That's my regular job," she 
said. "That's why it hasn't always been 
easy for me to attend some events for PLAYBOY, 
like autograph signings." She is, however, grateful 
for the chance given to her almost a year ago to 
pose for the magazine and hopes that it would 
mean becoming a Playmate of the Year. "This year, 

I really want to be the best. And kung mangyari 
na ako nga yung mapili [to be Playmate of the 
Year], sob rang sasaya ako nun tsaka magiging 
malaking tulong din siya kasi ako ang breadwinner 
sa pamilya namin." She admits that it does get 
difficult to balance her obligations to PLAYBOY with 
her regular job but said that it was something she 
wouldn't trade for the world. "Iba kasi talaga yung 
satisfaction na nakukuha /cofrom posing," she said. 
As for anything that she would want to improve 
on, Playmate Ondrea is pretty contented with 
everything she has going for her. "I'm happy with 
where I am right now," she said. 
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IkFEA TURE 


ISeyeral 

MONTHS AGO, I CAME 
ACROSS AN ARTICLE 
ABOUT A WOMAN IN 
RERUWHO CUTOFF 
HER FARTNER ’S 
FENIS AS REVENGE 
FOR HIS INFIDELITY. 

ACTUALLY , IF MY 
CLIENTS ARE TO BE 
BELIEVED (AND I SEE 
NO REASON WHY NOT 
TO) HAVING ONE S 
FENIS SHORTENED 
ISONEOFTHE 
MOST FAINFUL 
EXFERIENCES THEY 
CAN ENVISION. 

AND WHEN I MEANT 
PAINFUL,, / DID NOT MEAN ONLY 
PHYSICALLY. 

I DON'T MEAN IMPORTANT 
IN THE SENSE OF REALIZING 
THEY NEED THEM TO PEE AND 
EJACULATE—ALTHOUGH BOTH 
ACTIVITIES, CERTAINLY, CAN 
BRING AN IMMENSE SENSE OF 
RELIEF WHAT I MEAN IS, HOW 
IMPORTANT THEIR PENISES ARE 
TO THEIR MENTAL HEALTH. 

IN FACT, SOME EVEN OBSESS 
ABOUT THEM TO THE POINT 
OF IT BEING UNHEALTHY (BOTH 
FOR THEMSELVES AND THEIR 
PARTNERS). 

I HAVE HAD A LETTER 
FROM A WOMAN, WHO WAS 
WONDERING IF CONSTANTLY 
REASSURING HER LOVER THAT HE 
HAD THE BIGGEST PENIS SHE'S 
EVER SEEN/FELT/ENCIRCLED WITH 
HER MOUTH IS HEALTHY. 

THE FLIPPANT ANSWER 
WOULD BE OF COURSE f 
HEALTHY FOR WHOM? WELL, 

IT CERTAINLY WOULD BE FAR 
HEALTHIER (OR, AT THE VERY 
LEAST, FAR LESS UNHEALTHY), 
BOTH FOR HER AND HER LOVER, 

IF SHE WERE TELLING THE TRUTH. 


That v s 
about 
the size 
of it... 


by Dr. 


I remember a former classmate telling a 
group of us at a class reunion that she had 
to pretend it hurt each time her lover thrust 
his penis into her. She tried once, to just be 
natural, to respond as she would to any other 
man (who had no size insecurities) but this guy, 
her current partner, wouldn't stop until she 
gave in and let him know she was in pain. 

"I kid you not," she added, "except by then 
it wasn't an act. I was so dry it would've hurt 
even if his dick were the size of a toothpick" 
"You mean, like his brain?" another guffawed 

This then started a series of jokes which I 
am sure all of us have heard before. 

I hope you all forgive women who do this 
at parties—laugh among themselves about 
how insecure their husbands can be about their 
"atributo masculino" (as it is called by more 
conservative Spanish speakers). They are not 
really being unkind. 

They are merely looking for reassurance: 
reassurance that they're not the only ones. 

And sometimes they are looking for something 
deeper and finer; a kindred spirit, with the 
gifts, sensibilities and a sense of shared 
experience, who has a husband similar to 
their own. Each needs to feel that she is not 
the only one who has a husband who to the 
outside world is very successful, suave, urbane 
but alone in her bedroom is like a little boy 
who wants to hear that what he has is good 
enough. 

And that isn't necessarily a bad thing. In 
fact, it can be a very good thing indeed, as 
self disclosure tends to bring people closer 
together. 

But let us go back to the class reunion and 
my more raucous classmates. (Bless their dear 
hearts!). 

Another asked what was the average size 
of a male penis. This silenced the group - I 
guess because they were curious about the 
answer. I am considered the class clown more 


Margie Holmes 


than the class genius. However, in matters 
sexual, my classmates think I am the expert. 

Since I am loathe to correct them about 
this illusion , I asked for specifics: "(Do) 
you mean 'average average,' or average as 
in the size of the majority of our (Filipino) 
husbands?" 

"You naman ," they squealed, "Of course, 
our husbands. Why should we be interested 
in other men's penises?!!?" 

Firmly believing that, indeed, discretion 
was the better part of valor, I reminded myself 
to refrain from answering their last question. 
As for averages, research shows that most 
Asians range from 3-5 inches when flaccid 
and 4-6 inches when erect. 

To which one of my classmates protested: 
"But I love my husband." 

Happily, I was not the only one who 
responded: "What's love got to do with 
it?!!?" 

This, for most women, says it all: Love has 
very little to do with penis size. It is not the 
length or girth of the "atributo masculino" 
that matters, but that of the heart (speaking 
figuratively, of course). 

It isn't the penis per se, but the man to 
whom this penis is attached. It is not even, 
as the cliches say: "the motion, not the 
ocean"; or "not how big it is, but what you 
do with it", although, admittedly, technique, 
stamina, and flexibility (of mind and body) are 
wonderful extras. In the end, if research and 
clinical experience are to be trusted, many 
women unequivocally feel that "(penis size) 
has absolutely nothing to do with it (good 
sex)." Or, to put in more clinical terms, "as 
long as a penis is two inches or more, it can 
do anything, with as much confidence and 
pleasure, as a bigger penis can." 

I so hope this reassures many people, 
whether they read about the Peruvian penis- 
cutter or not. 



"... many 
women 
unequivocally 
feel that (penis 
size) lias 
absolutely 
nothing to do 
with it (good 
sex)..." 


Results of an 
informal, admittedly 
non-scientifically 
rigorous, survey on 
Facebook with over 
lOO responses from 
females alone! The 
overwhelming majority 
was expected (in the 
sense that it is similar to 
all previous researches 
done on what size 
preference wo men 
have): 

In a nutshell, a majority 
of Filipinas (at least 
those who answered 
on Facebook) have 
the same preferences 
women all over the 
world do: They feel 
penis size per se is 
not that important; 
making it practically 
incidental to what great 
lovemaking is. 

The two things 
that matter most 
where women are 
concerned: technique 
and the quality of 
the relationship 
between them. I don’t 
necessarily mean 
marriage, but most 
women need to feel 
safe in the relationship 
before they can enjoy 
sex. 


LET ME SHARE SOME ANSWERS WITH YOU: 


I had four sexual 
partners in my 
entire life and 
experienced a 
range of penis 
sizes,,, I find a 
"medium-sized" 
penis more apt for 
me as i don't find 
it arousing to make 
love and get hurt 
at the same time. I 
found it very painful 
to have intercourse 
with my husband 
it felt like it's too 
"fat" inside me. 


VANESSA 

ALCONTIN: 


For me, size doesn't 
matter. I get turned 
on best with 
performance plus 
if the guy is very 
karenyoso at sweet. 
The important thing 
is that you love the 
guy. 


u I thinly itV 




I don't think size 
is that important. 

If I love the guy, 
then it's fine. A 
reasonable size is 
preferable, though.T 
here are more 
important things 
like personality 
trustworthiness, and 
love. If you truly love 
someone, sex will be 
amazing no matter 
what their size. 


Size doesn't 
matter ...just as long 
as he knows how 
to satisfy his gf and 
how much he loves 
her,..in addition to 
that hindt mabilis 
mag-withdraw. 
That's the most 
important : the 
longer activity (role 
play/foreplay/fetish) 
the better... he 
should know how 
to stimulate his 
girlfriend. 


'I think it's 
not just size 
we women 
pay attention 
to. Because 
sometimes the 
man's penis may 
be long and 
chubby, but if 
he is a sadist, a 
woman would 
Still leave him. 
There are men 
with penises of 
average size, 
but they love 
and respect 
you so much 
# sex becomes 
SO good . Yung 
iba din po 
kasi malaki at 
mataba nga 
wala naman 
performance 
level. Yung iba 
naman mafiit 
nga panalo 
naman ang 
performance 
level." 




Size matters in that 

way it can make 
a difference in the 
type of pleasure or 
sensations a woman 
may experience 
through penetrative 
sex. But what 
usually matters 
more to women is 
how the man treats 
them and whether 
they love him or 
not. If a man has 
a big penis but a 
jerk, he is the living 
embodiment of 
what "redundant" 
means. 


"Nothing is 
a bigger turn 
on than if the 
guy loves you 
totally he’ll do 
anything to 
please you. The 
brain being the 
largest organ?" 


AND HERE'S EVEN BETTER NEWS: 
“Many Filipinas don’t find big 
penises that exciting to begin with. 
Many volunteered that they were 
happier with “an average-sized 
penis rather than a “big one.” 


So, please cheer up, guys. 

Big or small, fat or thin, long or short, 
women who love — even just like — you 
will love (or at least like) your penises! 
In other words, please do not project 
your priorities on to her. Trust her when 
she says your penis isn f t what draws 
her to you. With hardly any exceptions, 
ske is telling you the truth. Q 



























































THIS IS NOT YOUH ORDINARY 
LONG WEEKEND OUTING. 


Yes, gentlemen, it's a nine-day tour of our country's Northern provinces. And yes, we need you to take a week off from work. Thankfully, trips 
such as these are now made possible by our over-all improved infrastructures. Travelers also won't feel too lost anymore as the countryside is 
now more commercialized. People will always have access to food, communication, fuel and other stuff for that long trip ahead. 


his trip will take you to several out-of- 
the-ordinary locations very different 
from the usual Subic and Batangas 
beaches. Lodgings will be in Baler, 
Aurora; Sagada and Banaue in the 
Mountain Provinces; Laoag City in llocos Norte; 
and, San Fernando in La Union. Each destination, 
particularly the towns and cities between them, offer 
their own marquee tourist experience. There's going 
to be surfing, hiking, sightseeing, sand boarding, 
food tripping and nightlife; a nine-day experience 
you'll never forget. 

THE TIMETABLE 

KICK-OFF 

We're going to start by saying you 
do not have to wake up early as 


usual. What's important is that you get a full sleep 
especially if you're driving. Baler, Aurora is a six-hour 
drive from Metro Manila and its best that you reach 
town before the sun sets. 

Route: Take NLEx and exit to SCTEx. Head north up 
until the end of the highway and turn right going 
to La Paz. When you reach the town of Zaragoza, 
follow signs that point you to Aliaga. Further on, 
you should see signs that say "To Baler". This signs 
will divert you from passing through Cabanatuan 
City's harsh traffic. You will then pass through town 
Pinagpaanan, Bicos, Rizal, then to Pantabangan. 

From Pantabangan, a two-hour drive of just sticking 
to the national road will eventually lead you to Baler 
Town 

Detour: Pantabangan has Baguio weather and a 
very picturesque lake. This is a pretty nice resting and 
merienda spot. 





WHAT YOU 
NEED 


ADVANCED 
PREPARATION 

_ - Unfortunately, you can't 

r go shotgun this time even if 
you can brag that you did 
it before. Once you have 
filed your leave-of-absences 
in the office and picked your 
travel dates, pre-book all your 
hotel accommodations on the 
specific dates you are going 
to arrive. Hotels can be found 
online as well as some of 
the service providers for the 
activities described below. 

You also have to study up on 
the Philippine Road Map. Trust 
us; this will make the whole 
experience smoother. 
COMPANIONS - Save 
that "need to find yourself" and 
going solo somewhere else. 
Your travel buddies play an 
important role in terms of all- 
around safety and enjoyment. 

It does not matter if you're 
with your direct circle or your 
relatives, it's always better 
to have an alternate driver 
around and other people who 
can watch your back during 
activities. On a side note, it's 
advisable not to bring the kids 
this time around. 

A MID TO FULL-SIZED 

SUV - Public transportation 
is an option. Neither is your 
company car nor your mom's 
minivan. Hopefully, you or one 
of your companions can lend 
in their SUV for the trip. You 
may need to switch to 4WD a 
couple of times too. 

TRAVEL GEAR - We 


need you to be a Boy Scout 
for a while. More than your 
mandatory vehicle tools being 
present, you need to know 
how to use them. Take time to 
practice changing your tires 
because you never know what 
can happen in the wilderness. 
We also need you to secure 
hiking gear (boots or tough 
shoes), a map or GPS tool and 
a first aid kit. Of course, your 
cell phone should be in top 
shape for emergency purposes. 


A scenic lake in Baler, Aurora province provides the perfect spot for resting. 
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Baler's expansive beaches make for ideal surfing conditions. (Inset: Big waves propel a surfer showing off his skills. 



Proceed to your chosen hotel and check¬ 
in. Schedule your surfing appointments for 
the next day. Cap the night off by having 
dinner and some drinks in one of the hotels 
by the beach. 

SURFING TIME! 

When you wake up, fill your 
stomachs because surfing can 
actually be very tiring! Surfing 
equipment rentals with 
instructors can go for about PHP 350 an hour. 
If you're a newbie, you can actually split the 
rate with a partner and just share a board. 
Newbies keep on falling off anyway. Should 
you need more time to perfect your stand, 
you can always extend for another hour. 

Surfing feels like a major workout. But in 
case you're not going take an afternoon nap 
to regain your strength, we suggest dropping 
by the town and checking out several 
landmarks such as the Baler Museum, Pres. 
Manuel L. Quezon's ancestral home and most 
especially, the historic Baler Church which 
during the revolution was garrisoned by 
Spanish and pro-government Filipino soldiers 
against Filipino revolutionaries for about a 
year. 


UP THE MOUNTAINS 
WE GO! 

Today, we ride long and hard and 
put your vehicle to the ultimate 
test. Have an early breakfast as 
seven a.m. would be the perfect time to take-off 
from Baler. Remember, it's always best to arrive at 
an unfamiliar destination before dark. 

Route: Use the same route from Baler reaching 
Pantabangan and go straight until you reach 
the town of Rizal. Turn right to Quezon St. 
that eventually becomes the Rizal-San Jose City 



Road. San Jose City would be the best place to 
take your lunch at a fast food restaurant and 
fuel up for the tough road ahead. Take the 
Asian Highway 26 (Pan-Philippine Highway) 
that leads northeast. You aren't lost if you are 
passing through towns Tayabo, Putlan, and 
Consuelo while experiencing some extreme 
zigzagging. Proceed to Bambang, Bayombong 
then to Bagabag where you are to enter left to 
the Nueva Vizcaya-lfugao Road. By this time, the 
road should be leading you up to the towns of 
Malabago and Poblacion then finally to Banaue 
with scenic sightings of the rice terraces along 
the way. 

For first timers, we suggest staying at the 
premium Banaue Hotel. The only problem is, 
the hotel does not offer air-conditioned rooms. 
Sleeping during hot summer nights might be 
an issue for some. For dinner, eateries and 
restaurants are found all over town and in other 
hotels. 

TERRACE TREKKING 

This whole day is dedicated to 
hiking. Should you have not pre¬ 
booked a guide online, hotel staff 
can immediately connect you 
with local freelancers. To make the experience 
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fulfilling, take the option that'll keep you hiking 
the whole day. A jeepney should transport you 
to the hiking trail's starting point along with your 
guides. It should take you two to three hours 
of walking initially for your group to the Batad 
Rice Terraces but it's all worth it once you see its 
amphitheatre-like structure. You may also pray 
like a native in the Batad Church. Assuming that 
you're tired, hot, and perspiring, head down to 
the nearby Tappiya Falls for a quick dip. It's also 
best to take a rest and eat your sandwiches here 
before moving on. 

The next set of trails are more challenging 
as some of them just include crossing logs and 
you holding to some mossy stones. It's scary, but 
you'll come out a daredevil when you survive it. 
Your jeepney should be waiting for you at the 
end of the trail to bring you back to town. 

Side Tip: If you're feeling a little more 
adventurous tonight, your local tour guide might 
be or might know someone supplying some local 
hash. Instead of drinking the night away like 
usual, this might be a good alternative to enjoy 
the evening. 



and a half from Banaue but this road is the 
toughest; a perfect time to activate your 4WD 


transmission. Follow the national highway going 
northwest. You will eventually encounter a fork 
right where Talubin Town's elementary school is 
located. Choose the left path and you will arrive 
at the Mountain Province's capital, Bontoc. After 
refueling and/or stretching, turn left to Halsema 
Highway. You will see signs stating "To Sagada", 
but basically, you have to catch the right junction 
called Staunton Road. You should arrive in town 
in about 30 minutes. 

After checking-in, ask around for a guide for 
the two major activities you have to experience. 
First, do cave exploring either in the Sumaguing 
or Lumiang Caves. This will require you to do 
some hiking inside the cave but you will also get 
wet, so it's best to wear swimwear inside your 
shorts too. Oh, and bats will be around observing 
you. Second, you have to see those Hanging 
Coffins. Honestly, they're nothing special but it's 
always been much talked about. 

Shamrock Cafe restaurant has always been 
the popular restaurant to eat breakfast or dinner 
around Sagada. It is a little log-cabin by the 
municipal building where locals and tourists like 
to hangout. 





Side Tip: If you still have time 
before the day ends, don't forget to 
purchase some Sagada coffee! 

HILLS AMD 
OLD HOUSES 

Now it's time to 
head to Marcos 
Country, particularly 
Laoag City. Again, it's best to leave 
really early 

Route: Jolt off Staunton Road and 
back to Halsema Highway but this 
time, you're heading south. The 
next major town you have to watch 
out for is Tambingan. Tambingan 
offers a fork road. Go left and you'll 
end up in Baguio while we suggest 
proceeding right to the Tagudin- 
Cervantes-Sabangan Road. This is 
a narrow road that follows a river. 
Proceed west passing through the 
towns of Otucan, Abatan, Tadian, 
and Rosario until you touch the 
seaside Manila North Road national 
highway which will lead you north 
to llocos. You will pass through a 
scenic California Coast-like segment 
by the town of San Esteban and 
cross bridges leading you to Vigan. 
Laoag is another two hours away 
from Vigan. 

Vigan can be the highlight of the 
day as whatever time you arrive in 
the city, you cannot not miss the 
opportunity of indulging yourself to 
some okoy and llocos empanada. 
Spend some time driving around 


the city checking out the vintage 
Spanish Architecture and probably 
do some shopping. Just leave Vigan 
before 4:00pm to reach Laoag City 
by around 6:00. 

After checking-in at your chosen 
hotel, we recommend eating dinner 
at the La Preciosa, a restaurant 
known for their bagnet. And just 
for the boys, Laoag has a red light 
district for you to explore. 

Detour: Though not 
recommended, Good Ol' Baguio 
can actually serve as a stop. Why 
not have lunch at the original 
Mario's restaurant and pass by Good 
Shepherd to load up on snacks and 
pasalubong before continuing the 
drive? Besides, the Bauang-Baguio 
road is a much safer route back to 
the national highway. 



SANDS AND 
WINDMILLS 

We assume that you 
have pre-booked 
your next activity 
before leaving Manila. Your host- 
guides should pick you up at your 
hotel and bring you to the La Paz 
Sand Dunes which offer you to 
experience 4x4 travel and sand 
boarding. Every time you slide down 
with your sand board, a rush of 
excitement comes in. It's climbing 
back up that's a problem as it will 
wear your legs down. 

After lunch, be sure to be in 
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(Vigan & Laoag) Photos courtesy of the author 



The calming waters seen from the shoreline is a perfect stop over before your journey home. 


your swim wear and bring along 
the cameras as you're heading 
to Bong Bong Marcos' prized 
accomplishments: the Bangui 
windmills. Bangui is a little over an 
hour's travel from Laoag City. Aside 
from it providing clean power to the 
province, the beachside is a perfect 
hangout spot or a date. What you 
shouldn't miss here is taking photos 
of your group among the windmills 
as the sun is setting in the western 
coast. 

From Bangui, head back to Laoag 
just in time for dinner (we suggest, 
the Saramsam Ylocano Restaurant 
and Bar) and gift yourself with a 
long night's sleep. 



RELAXATION 
TIME 

You've been 
travelling hard and 
pushing yourself to 
the limit doing multiple activities. 

It's time to relax as your trip is about 
to end and you are to go back to 
reality soon. We'll make this easy for 
you this time. 

After waking up fresh and eating 
breakfast, leave Laoag and head 
south to our last night's lodging in 
San Fernando City, La Union. 
Route: From Laoag, use the 
national highway going south 
passing through Vigan City, 

Candon, and Bauang. This should 
only take around four hours. 




Detour: Just to complete the llocos 
experience, it's best to stop by and take 
pictures at the recognizable Paoay Church. 
It is located near the Paoay Lake just 20 
minutes south of Laoag. Just turn right to 
Marcos Ave. from the National Highway 
when heading south. 

You should be arriving in San Fernando 
for a late lunch. Now if the budget calls 
for it, we suggest staying at a world-class 
hotel in Thunderbird Resorts, Poro Point. 
That Santorini, Greece theme will keep you 
snapping shots. But, of course, other less- 
expensive hotels are available along the 
coastline. But we'd like you to do is to just 
slack-off by the beach with your friends 
with unlimited beer on hand so you can 
all reminisce the great adventure that you 
just had. 

THE WAY HOME 

Say goodbye to the north as 
today, we head back home. 
As a last suggestion, we'd 



like you to take your lunch 
in any Matutina restaurant in 
Pangasinan. They are all located 
on the highway anyway. 
Route: From San Fernando, 
use MacArthur Highway going 
south but turning left at the 
next major fork. If you've been 
to Baguio a few times, the 
roads should already be familiar 
as you will pass by Pozorrubio, 
Urdaneta, Carmen, and Tarlac. 
You may choose to either enter 
SCTEx from La Paz or Hacienda 
Luisita. Enter NLEx at Angeles 
City and finally back to Manila. 

So this is where we end. We 
wish you luck on your journey 
north. Once you complete this, 
congratulations. Hands down 
to you. You just crossed out a 
huge percentile off your bucket 
list! H 
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h the sex. That's 

what they've been talking about 
all night, first in the restaurant 
and then in the condo perched high over the 
glittering lights of Atlanta. Jodie gets things 
started. "What time is it, guys?" 

Eleven p.m. 

"It is so late!" 

She has a philosophy 
final tomorrow 
on 

Meditations of 
Rene Descartes, 
which she 
pronounces Dez 
car-tez. 

Jodie is 20, or maybe 
she's 18, depending 
on which version of the 
story you get. She has a 
super-tight athlete's body and 
a striking face with tiny blue 
eyes. She's studying pre-med 
at a nearby college, hoping for 
a career in sports medicine. Kelly 
admits to 36 or 38, and like Jodie she 
is blonde but with the coarser beauty of 
Ellen Barkin. She's a former computer executive 
turned real estate mini-mogul. Then there's 
Jim, a retired banker who is 56 and amiable 
looking, still in possession of all his hair and 
not exactly svelte. Fat, in fact. 

"Jodie," he asks, "what's your schedule 

tonight? Do you need to-" 

She does have a philosophy final tomorrow. He 
doesn't want her feeling any pressure. 

"No, no, no, no," she says. She wants to stay. 
"But I have to get up early." 

So Jim pours more wine and says, "Enough 
small talk. Let's go to bed." But Kelly says she 
feels sweaty, so she and Jodie are going to take 
a shower together. "Why don't you put on 
some porn," Kelly says. 

Porn. This is the fate of a man with two hot 
blondes who are definitely going to fuck him. 

So he puts on a video and strips off his clothes, 
and eventually, Jodie and Kelly come back and 
start kissing and messing around, and finally Jim 
gets himself in there, playing with both of them 
a little and kissing Kelly, and then Jodie starts 
kissing Jim and the girls go down on each other 
and get the toys out, the vibrators. Jim puts on a 
condom because he always uses a condom with 
Jodie, then fucks her doggy-style because that's 
how she prefers him to do her. And when the 
right moment arrives, he takes the condom off 
and finishes inside Kelly, because she happens 
to be his wife. Then Jodie puts on her plaid 
flannel jammies and buckles down to do her 
homework. 

Everyone's happy: a man, his wife and their 
college-age girlfriend, who is definitely being 
compensated in a manner commensurate with 
her abilities. Or in SD/SB lingo, a sugar daddy, a 
sugar mama, and their beautiful sugar baby. No 
jealousy, no lingering questions—except those 
pertaining to Meditations of Dez-car-tez. 


ortunately for Jim, Kelly and 
Jodie, we live in a revolutionary 
time when the Internet has 
turbocharged the ancient concept 
of concubines and courtesans. There exists 
today a subculture of sugar daddies and sugar 


jF' 


babies, complete with their own web-based 
meeting grounds and notions of morality. The 
basic tenet of sugar culture: There are wealthy 
men (and sometimes women) who love beauty 
and sex, and there are beautiful young women 
with a special feeling for older men willing to 
pay their college tuition or mortgage. It's as 
simple as supply and demand as defined by 
economist Adam Smith. 

The visionary entrepreneur who got this 
rolling was a guy named 
Brandon Wade, an 
extremely nerdy MIT 
software engineer 
who found 
himself in deep 
romantic pain 
as the 21st 
century began. 
Remembering the 
advice of his mother, who 
always told him he'd have 
more success with women if he 
worked hard and could afford to be 
"generous," he noticed some sugar-daddy 
groups cropping up on Yahoo! and decided to 
start a site of his own. His timing was brilliant. 
Two years after launching SeekingArrangement. 
com in 2006 — in the midst of TV shows such 
as Millionaire Matchmaker and The Bachelor 
introducing mainstream America to the idea of 
attractive women competing for wealthy geeks 
— the financial crisis drove tens of thousands 
of young women to the website, looking for 
"arrangements" with wealthy men. 

Today scores of other websites have jumped into 
the game, but Wade's remains on top, with more 
than 250,000 active monthly -members—30,000 
sugar daddies and about 220,000 sugar babies. 
Sugar culture has caught mainstream attention; 
it has been covered by CNN, The Wall Street 
Journal, Dr. Phil, New York magazine, The 
New York Times and the Huffington Post. The 
headline in U.S. News & World Report even 
found a microeconomic angle— sugar daddy 
dating: a very personal stimulus. As Wade expands 
his multimillion-dollar empire, he is hosting 
sugar parties in posh hotels and launching new 
websites, including SeekingMillionaire.com and 
MissTravel.com. 

"In the past, you had to be quite wealthy, 
he says. "Now you just have 
to make six figures and 
have enough left over for 
a lavish dinner and a 
weekend trip." 

All of this beams 
an X-ray through 
the vexing question 
of money and its 
relationship to sex. As Jim 
puts it, when you grow up 
rich, you learn there's a financial 
aspect to every relationship. "The only 
difference is that in sugar relationships," he 
explains, "the negotiation occurs up front." 

Jim is a pillar of his community; only his closest 
confidants know of his taste for sugar, which is 
fine by him. 

"I've got it pretty good," Jim says. "I can't 
complain." 

"Yeah, you got a pretty good lifestyle," his 
sugar baby, Jodie, says. 

"It's not bad," his wife, Kelly, says. 

"It's not bad," Jodie says. 


"It's not bad," Jim agrees. 

Fun is the operative word. Jodie loves it when 
they pull up to a restaurant in the Rolls. The door 
pops open, she says, and out comes sugar mama 
Hot Kelly with her long legs. Then the seat flips 
down and out comes sugar baby Jodie. And the 
valets go nuts. 

Kelly laughs. "See, I like her because she always 
refers to me as Hot Kelly. This girl is better than 
a Brazilian butt lift. She makes me feel like a 
million bucks." 

"I love it," Jodie says. 

"I love it," Kelly says. 

"I get off on it," Jodie says. 

"I get off on it," Kelly says. 

Jim sits there like a pasha on his throne. Yes, he 
gets off on it too. He explains: "If I walk into 
a popular bar in Atlanta as a normal person, 
there are going to be 10 or 20 gorgeous 
women there. What chance do I stand to attract 
them? None. In the normal world, they're in 
short supply. But in the sugar-daddy world, 
how many -multimillionaires are there who are 
looking for those girls? One or two. So for one 
multimillionaire there are 10 or 20 beautiful 
girls." He smiles. "I'm in short supply." 





ow did Jodie, a college student 
who had a "strict, strict, strict" 
upbringing, arrive at this place? 
Jodie grew up in the suburbs 


of Boston, the daughter of a computer 
programmer who stayed on Jodie's back all the 
time about making good grades. Her dating life 
was limited to a single boy who had to submit 
to an old-fashioned paternal interrogation. 

"My family's like, 'You need to find one and 
just stick with him and that's it,'" Jodie says. 
When her parents told her they couldn't afford 
another year of college, she knew she'd have 
to get a job to help pay for tuition. Jodie takes 
her pre-med studies seriously. 

Shortly afterward, she met a girl who had a 
sugar daddy. The girl said all she did was walk 
around in her underwear and read books to a 
rich guy, and Jodie couldn't help thinking, God, 
that sounds so nice; maybe I'll find some really 
old guy and read him books in my underwear. 
When she got home, she went straight to 
Google and typed, 
"Where can I 
find a sugar 
daddy?" 
She found 
the Seeking 
Arrangement 
website. It can't 
hurt to sign up, 
Jodie told herself. It 
would be her secret, a 
dirty little secret nobody 
would guess in a million 
years, so glamorous and... 
bad. 

She says her friends joke, " 'I 
wish I had a sugar daddy,'" and 
she thinks to herself, Ha-ha, I do 
have one. 

"And a sugar mommy too," Kelly adds. 

Jim and Kelly pay her tuition, from $3,000 to 
$5,000 a month. 

Jodie says she loves the secret life. "Everybody 
wants to know what I do. Like, 'Where does 
Jodie go? Where is she sneaking off to? Why 
is Jodie talking about the Opus One she drank 




last night? Where did Jodie get that Lilly Pulitzer 
dress?' 

"And they'll never know," Jodie says. "It's my 
little secret." 

The secrecy is especially delicious because Jodie 
belongs to a sorority where Lilly Pulitzer dresses 
are the thing, and she could never afford one 
on her own. So Kelly took her shopping and 
bought her a Lilly dress, and when she got 
back, her sisters just died. How did Jodie get 


curvy, but Kelly liked her. 

"I'm not attracted to somebody my age," Kelly 
says. "It's a fantasy for me—I don't want to fuck 
myself. I wanna be with some hot young thing. 
That's my fantasy." 

After the Skype meeting, they met at a hotel 
near Jodie's college. Jim and Kelly seemed so 
normal. They were a family, raising a child 
together. Other than that, it was just like any 
other blind date. They ordered wine. They 
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said he was too old but not old enough. 

"Young and hot or old and wealthy," Kelly 
explains. "I mean, really, there's no in-between." 

• 

im's pied-a-terre is on a high 
floor of a building right in the 
heart of Atlanta's Buckhead 
district. As Jim finds a suitable 
wine, the conversation steers 
to Kelly. How did she end up a sugar mama? 
Kelly grew up a math nerd in Connecticut with 
strict Catholic parents who had sex only three 
times to produce each of their three children. 

Or at least that's Kelly's theory. Her dad was an 
engineer, her mom a school administrator. Both 



a Lilly dress? She was so thrilled she sent Kelly 
a text message: "You turned me into a Lilly 
whore!" 

Kelly smiles, almost like a proud mother. "Her 
first Lilly dress." 

• 

f r m -y heir initial meeting was on 
fW Skype. Jodie had sent Jim 
and Kelly a note through 
SeekingArrangement.com because 
their profile seemed normal and safe and 
especially because Kelly had once been a sugar 
baby on Seeking Arrangement herself. She 
wasn't some wife who was pissed off because 
she had to do this to save her marriage. And 
Jodie liked how honest Jim was. From the 
beginning he said, "Here's my name; Google 
me. You know I come from a semi-famous 
family, and you'll see my pictures and all the 
committees and boards I've served on." 

Kelly teases Jodie for showing up for that first 
Skype call directly after a workout, hair still 
sweaty. "It's all slicked back and greasy and she 
has this sports-bra uniboob going on," Kelly 
says. "She's like, 'Yeah, I just got back from the 
gym. Do you think I'm hot?' Jim's like, 'Oh my 

God, I don't know. She looks a little too-'" 

"Sporty," Jodie supplies with a giggle. 
Flat-chested would be another word. Jim likes 
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ordered dinner. Kelly gave Jodie advice on how 
to avoid creeps and how to cut her meat. 

Jodie had a million questions. What do you guys 
do in bed? How many sugar babies do you have 
at once? How many have you had? Am I going 
to be hanging out with other girls? 

Kelly laughs, remembering the evening. "Oh, 
if only Jim was 18 again." She turns to Jim. "I 
don't think you can handle yourself in a large 
group." 

He laughs. "In my dreams." 

She also teases him about wearing plaid. "All 
you need is the pocket protector and you'd be 
all set, babe." 

Jodie joins in. "It's best when he pairs it with the 
short shorts and the high socks." 

Jim takes the abuse as gracefully as he carries his 
big gut, confident in his manliness. 

The arrangement is especially nice, Jodie says, 
because Jim and Kelly don't care if she dates 
other people. Instead they say, "Tell us about 
it." Like this guy Jodie dated who was 36. Kelly 


were very frugal. College was paid for, but she 
never had a designer dress. That was wasteful. 
What's wrong with JCPenney? 

Sex was Kelly's rebellion. She had three-ways 
in college. She went to sex clubs. Most of all, 
she fantasized about being a geisha. One night 
a rich boyfriend gave her a roll of bills and told 
her to buy a new bed for them to fuck in. "Like, 
that was just hot for me." Next time, he gave 
her $500 to buy a bottle of wine. "Think of me 
when you drink it," he said. 

But the pull of convention was too strong. Kelly 
graduated from a respected college and went 
to work for a legendary computer company. 

She married an age-and income—appropriate 
guy and paid her mortgage six months in 
advance—until the day when she became fed 
up with her husband's drinking problem. After 
the divorce, she went looking for a man who 
would treat her the way her rich boyfriend had. 
"Even though I was making a lot of money, 

(To be continued to page 49) 
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TARA 


MEDINA 




SAUCY KIND 

OF CHARM 


WRITTEN BY LAUREN ACURANTES 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY FRANCO RAYMUNDO 
HAIR & MAKE UP BY FRECY SALDANA 
SHOT ON LOCATION : UNO BAR 




" IF THIRD TIME'S THE CHARM, THEN OUR MISS 
APRIL, TARA MEDINA, IS JUST ABOUT TO GIVE YOU 
A BUCKET LOAD. TARA HAS ALREADY POSED^OK 
PLAYBOY TWICE WITHIN A SPAN OF TWO YEARS - 

THE FIRST BEING JUST ONE OF THE GIRLS ON THE 

« » 

COVER OF THE APRIL 2011 ISSUE TO BECOMING 
ATTRACTION IN AUGUST 2012 AND NOW AS THE 
PLAYMATE FOR THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE. 
"PLAYBOY IS THE ONLY MAGAZINE l'LL~EVER POSE 
FOR BECAUSE I LOVE WORKING WITH THE TEAM. 
ANG SAYA KASI TSAKA IBA YUNG ENERGY, " SHE 
SAID. 
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While at a party one night, she 

’V v. ' \ 

walked right up to her current 

' ^ " 

boyfriend, introduced herself, 


and asked if he wanted to hang 

"~ V 

out. They've been going out ever 


since (sorry, guys!). Of her take- 

-w 

life-by-the-horns attitude, Tara 


explains, "1 just don't want to 


regret anything. If ywou don't do 

- 

something because you're scared 

X 

or hindi ka sigurado, walang 


mangyayari sayo, di ba? Besides, 

\ 

"V. 

/ou have nothing to lose," further 


exhibiting that shehas a good 

- C )\ 

head on her shoulders—on top 




Another thing you ought to know about this lovely lady is that she's something of a foodie. "I went to school 
a lot," she cracked, "Marami akong pinasukan, pern yung talagang na-enjoy ko was when I was taking up BS 
HRM.-1 really enjoyed the culinary portion, when we had to cook stuff. Mahilig kasi talaga ako kumain. Now what 
I want t do is^go to culinary school, so even if I didn't finish my [HRM] course, I would still be able to say that I 

finished school," she added with a huge grin. Ijj( 




V HUMOR 

9 PLAYBOY PARTY JOKES 


A wife texted her husband on a cold winter morning, "Windows 
frozen/' 

The husband texted back, "Pour some lukewarm water over them." 
Minutes later the wife texted, "The computer is completely fucked 
now." 


Friends are like snowflakes: If you pee on them, they disappear. 


A blonde was filling out paperwork during her first visit to a new 
gynecologist. 

The doctor asked, "Are you sexually active?" 

"Yes," the blonde replied. 

"What do you do?" the doctor replied, "I meant where do you 
work?" 


What 


comes after 69? Mouthwash. 


A man was just waking up from anesthesia after surgery, and his 
wife was sitting by his side. His eyes fluttered open, and he said, 
"You're beautiful." The he fell asleep again. 

His wife had never heard him say that before, so she stayed by 
his side. A few minutes later his eyes fluttered open, and he said, 
"You're cute." 

"What happened to beautiful?" she asked. 

The man replied, "The drugs were wearing off." 


A man was drinking in a British pub when he noticed two very large 
women with strong accents. 

"Hey, are you two ladies from Ireland?" he asked. 

"It's Wales, you friggin' idiot," one answered. 

"I'm sorry," the man said. "Are you two whales from Ireland?" 


Two out-of-work bankers were chatting at a cocktail party. "Your 
wife looks electrifying," one banker said to the other. 

"She ought to," the other man replied. "Everything she's wearing is 
charged." 


A woman met a man at a club and went back to his place for sex. 
Afterward she said, "You must be a great dentist." 

"How did you know I'm a dentist?" he asked. 

"I didn't feel a thing," she replied. 


A misogynist went to his doctor's office only to find that the 
practice had been taken over by a young female doctor. 

"I was warned about you," the doctor said. "I assure you I'm very 
experienced. I've seen every ailment before and I will do anything I 
can to help you. Now, what seems to be the problem? 

The man said, "I've been told my dick tastes funny." 



A boss picked up one of his workers in a new sports car. 

"This is amazing," the worker remarked. 

"Yeah," the boss replied, "and if you set your goals high and work 
hard I can get an even better one next quarter." 


Last week an engineer at Florida State University designed a bra 
that can keep a woman's breasts from jiggling up and down when 
she jogs. This week he's in the hospital in stable condition. 

Sign in a drugstore: REGULAR CONDOMS ARE LOCATED IN AISLE 
12—FOR EXTRA LARGE CONDOMS, PLEASE SEE MRS. SMITH IN THE 
PHARMACY. 
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HIS NAME HAS BECOME SYNONYMOUS WITH CRITICALLY-ACCLAIMED BLOCKBUSTER 
MOVIES. WHETHER THEY CAN RECALL HIS VISAGE OR NOT, FILIPINO AUDIENCES HAVE 
LEARNED TO RESPECT THE NAME. THE SUBJECT MATTER OF HIS MOVIES MAYBE 
HARD FOR A GENERAL MASS AUDIENCE TO GRASP, WHICH IS PROBABLY WHY LOCAL 
DISTRIBUTORS FIND IT ACCEPTABLE TO PUSH BACK THEIR LOCAL RELEASE WHILE 
CINEMAS STOCK THEIR THEATERS WITH BAYFORMERS SCREENINGS MUCH EARLIER 
THAN THEIR INTERNATIONAL COUNTERPARTS. 


- - is 2009 feature, Inglorious 

Bastards, told of an alternate 
mixture of reality, fantasy, 
and history where plots to 
assassinate Adolf Hitler were 
carried out. It was released 
locally almost three months 
after it had already won critics 

- - and audiences the world over. 

To add to the insult, the movie was screened 
exclusively at only a handful of theaters of a 
major mall chain, which wasn't even the biggest 
in the country by a mile! 

This month, his latest offering, Django 
Unchained enters the realm of home video 
in DVD and Blu-ray formats. Given that the 
film premiered late last year, this seems quite 
appropriate. Except in these shores, the 
cinematic tale, about a former black slave out 
to extricate his wife from the clutches of a 
plantation owner in pre-Civil War America, only 
unraveled in local theaters barely a month ago. 

That is not to say that Filipino audiences 
have done him wrong, of course. Those who 
flocked to his films certainly weren't just 
cinemaphiles who understood his independent 
film mindset. Rather, they were a paying 
audience who appreciate the value of anti- 
establishment filmmaking, the likes of which are 


slowly gaining ground in more local mainstream 
fares by filmmakers who have been inspired by 
his work (we're looking at you, Mark Meily). 

Then there are the audiences who have 
come to link his name to big budget, effects- 
ridden, star-powered action movies replete 
with the formulaic Hollywood elements of 
violence, sex, and gore but supplemented with 
enough heart, soul, and intelligence to get critics 
buzzing. Just look at his Kill Bill duology. 

He credits his viewers with enough brains 
to realize the metaphor behind a gunshot, the 
allegory in a rape scene, and the juxtaposition 
between a bride and a yellow jump suit. If 
not, then there is always the big names that 
materialize the voices in his head. Like moths 
to a flame, every actor in Hollywood wants to 
be in a Tarantino film. He writes the roles they 
want to be immortalized in, the lines they want 
to be remembered for, and the movie titles they 
wouldn't mind being credited below of. He has 
worked with a number of widely-recognizable 
actors like Samuel L. Jackson and Uma Thurman 
on multiple projects that have served them well 
in their respective careers. One Christoph Waltz 
even coveted Oscar statues for his supporting 
performance in a couple of his movies. As for 
himself, he had already earned Oscar chops for 
his outstanding direction and screenplays - a 


feat incontestable even by the staunches film 
critics. If anything, they probably cry foul that he 
hadn't won more! 

His actors love him, his critics adore him, 
and - more importantly for the studios - the box 
office worships the very ground he walks on, 
turning every reel he touches into gold. 

Yet for all his success, there's just 
something quite un-Hollywood about him. It's 
quite a hipster thing to say but he is more a 
filmmaker of the world that a product of the 
Hollywood system. When he first visited the 
country back in 2007 as a guest of director Tikoy 
Aguiluz's Cinemanila film festival, he credited 
the works of Filipino filmmakers Eddie Romero, 
Gerry De Leon, Cirio H. Santiago, and Pablo 
Suarez among his greatest influences. He was 
even quick to admit ripping off one of Santiago's 
lines from The Muthers and incorporating it into 
his dialog for Grindhouse. More remarkably, 
he had no qualms taking a pedicab and 
wading through the flooded streets of Manila 
to Malacanang Palace. He had also worn the 
traditional barong tagalog on more than one 
highly-visible Hollywood occasion. 

He is Quentin Tarantino: Artist. 
Humanitarian. Bohemian. Storyteller. 

(By Niki Yarte) 






PLAYBOY INTERVIEW 

QUENTIN TARANTINO 

A CANDID CONVERSATION WITH THE MAVERICK DIRECTOR ABOUT WHY BLOODIER IS BETTER, THE FUN OF REINVENTING HISTORY 

AND HOW HE WANTS HIS CAREER TO END 


When PLAYBOY interviewed Quentin Tarantino in 2003, it had been six 
years since the release of Jackie Brown, and as he prepared for the release 
of Kill Bill, the question loomed: Could Tarantino, who had broken all the 
rules, changed the crime genre with Reservoir Dogs and the Oscar-winning 
Pulp Fiction and spawned a legion of imitators, keep it up? 

By the time Uma Thurman sliced and diced her way to vengeance 
for the massacre at her wedding, the clear answer was yes. Nine 
years later, nobody questions Tarantino's staying power anymore. 

His patented formula: reinventing established genres, mining his 
encyclopedic knowledge of film, writing dialogue that attracts big 
stars and injecting his unique sensibility and skewed worldview into 
otherwise predictable events. The result is an original blend that, along 
with his outsize personality, has transformed him into one of the few 
directors whose name means something at the box office. With a deal 
that gives him final cut, a large percentage of gross and the kind of 
autonomy most directors can only dream of, Tarantino writes his own 
rules. With the exception of Grindhouse—the B-movie homage he 
made with his From Dusk Till Dawn collaborator Robert Rodriguez— 
Tarantino's movies have all made money. 

After Kill Bill, Tarantino even rewrote history, killing Hitler and his 
Third Reich cronies in Inglourious Basterds, a violent wish-fulfillment 
fantasy. The film garnered eight Oscar nominations (and a best 
supporting actor trophy for Christoph Waltz) and became Tarantino's 
most financially successful film to date, with $321 million in worldwide 
ticket sales. 

Now Tarantino is back with Django Unchained. Just as Inglourious 


Basterds started out as a Dirty Dozen-style mission movie, Tarantino 
began with the goal of writing a spaghetti Western. Only he set it in 
the antebellum South, and its protagonist is a slave (Jamie Foxx) who 
is freed by a bounty hunter-dentist (Waltz) and taught the bounty¬ 
hunting trade. Django is on a collision course with a plantation owner 
(Leonardo DiCaprio) who has consigned Django's wife, Broomhilda 
(Kerry Washington), to sexual servitude. The depiction of female slaves 
forced to engage in sex with their masters and males pitted against one 
another in brutal to-the-death brawls is sure to raise controversy, but 
subtlety has never been Tarantino's favorite technique. 

We sent writer Michael Fleming (who conducted our recent Tom 
Cruise interview as well as the -interview with Tarantino in 2003) to 
catch up with the writer-director. Fleming reports: "Quentin, now 49, has 
certainly matured from the filmmaker who told raucous tales of brawling 
with cabdrivers and taking ecstasy at the Great Wall of China while 
filming Kill Bill. We met at his house high in the hills of Los Angeles, a 
home that sports a great view of the Valley. The first thing I noticed when 
I drove up was the gaudily painted Pussy Wagon, the bright yellow Chevy 
Silverado SS that Uma Thurman drives in Kill Bill. Above that is a drive-in 
movie theater sign, a prop from Grindhouse. 

"His house is filled with movie memorabilia. Posters for unexpected 
films—Children Shouldn't Play With Dead Things, for example—hang 
on one wall, and I think I spotted oversize green Hulk hands. You can tell 
Tarantino is still single and able to indulge his voracious appetite for all 
things movies, because no wife would put up with it." 


PLAYBOY: Is that the real Pussy 
Wagon in the driveway, the one 
the Bride drives in Kill Bill? 

TARANTINO: Oh, yeah. 

PLAYBOY: Do you actually drive 
it? 

TARANTINO: I haven't in a little 
bit. It was kind of fucked-up 
because it just sat there for a long 
time while I was off -filming. We 
just got it looking nice again. 
PLAYBOY: It's probably not the 
best car for Quentin Tarantino to 
be driving if discretion is the goal. 
TARANTINO: No, but it's fun to 
do the opposite sometimes, to 
cruise with the windows down. 
You take the big, long Malibu 
drive and everybody is like, "Hey, 
it's Quentin." That's fun. 
PLAYBOY: You killed Hitler in 
Inglourious Basterds, with Jewish 
soldiers scalping Nazis. In Django 
Unchained you have a liberated 
slave turned bounty hunter who 
takes on the slave masters who 
turned his wife into a prostitute. 
Hollywood is recycling fairy tales, 
from Alice in Wonderland to The 
Wizard of Oz. Are you doing a 
more creative version by crafting 
revisionist-history fables that allow 
victims of loathsome events to rise 
up and have their day? 
TARANTINO: It's in the eye of 
the beholder to say if it's more 
creative or not, but that is what 
I'm doing, partly because I would 


just like to see it. You turn on 
a movie and know how things 
are going to go in most films. 
Every once in a while films don't 
play by the rules. It's liberating 
when you don't know what's 
happening next. Most of the 
movies that have done that did 
it accidentally, like they punched 
into a contraband area they 
hadn't quite thought all the way 
through. But for that moment in 
the film, it is liberating. I thought, 
What about telling these kinds of 
stories my way—rough and tough 
but gratifying at the end? 
PLAYBOY: What movie sparked 
this idea? 

TARANTINO: When it came to 
Inglourious Basterds, there was a 
movie done in 1942, Hitler—Dead 
or Alive. It was just as America 
had entered the war. A rich guy 
offers a million-dollar bounty on 
Hitler's life. Three gangsters come 
up with a plan to kill Hitler. They 
parachute into Berlin and work 
their way to where -Hitler is. It's 
a wacky movie that goes from 
being serious to very funny. The 
gangsters get Hitler, and when 
they start beating the fuck out 
of him, it is just so enjoyable. 

They shave his mustache off, cut 
off that lock of hair and take his 
shit off so he looks like a regular 
guy. The Nazis show up, and 
Hitler, who doesn't look like Hitler 


anymore, is like, "Hey, it's me!" 
And they beat the shit out of him. 
I thought, Wow, this is fucking 
hysterical. 

PLAYBOY: When viewers get to 
the end of Inglourious Basterds, 
the common reaction is, Wait, 
is Tarantino allowed to change 
history like this? 

TARANTINO: That wasn't the 
jumping-off point for the film—it 
didn't come to me till just a little 
bit before I wrote it. I'd written 
all day and was meditating about 
what the next day's work was 
going to be. I was listening to 
music, pacing around, and finally 
I just grabbed a pen, went over to 
a piece of paper and wrote, "Just 
fucking kill him." I put it near my 
bedside table so I would see it 
when I woke up the next morning 
and could decide after a night's 
sleep if it was still a good idea. I 
saw it, paced around awhile and 
said, "Yeah, that's a good idea." 

I went out on the balcony and 
started writing. And I just fucking 
killed him. [laughs] 

PLAYBOY: You've also mixed 
history with fiction in Django 
Unchained. Did you study films or 
history to capture pre-Civil War 
life in the Deep South? 
TARANTINO: You could make a 
case for watching World War II 
movies, if only to learn the cliches 
that help storytelling by giving 


the audience what they're used 
to. There are only a handful of 
real slave movies. To me this is a 
Western but set in the Deep South. 
What I was interested in as far as 
slavery was the business aspect: 
Humans as chattel—how did that 
work? How much did they cost? 
How many slaves did an average 
person in Mississippi have? How 
did auction houses work? What 
were the social strata inside a 
plantation? 

PLAYBOY: What do you mean? 
TARANTINO: In the case of 
Django Unchained, Leonardo 
DiCaprio's character, Calvin 
Candie, is a plantation owner who 
has 65 square miles of land. He's 
like Bonanza's Ben Cartwright but 
in the South, one of a handful 
of cotton families in Mississippi. 
Anybody in that position is like 
a king in their own kingdom. All 
the poor whites who work for 
them and all the slaves are their 
subjects. They own everything 
as far as they can see, and the 
plantation is completely self- 
contained as a moneymaking 
entity. Candie is born into this, 
which means he doesn't have to 
give a fuck about the business 
anymore; it takes care of itself. It's 
a weird perversion of European 
aristocracy. That was a fascinating 
perspective to use with the whole 
story and with how Candie 
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chooses to spend his time. 
PLAYBOY: In the movie, slaves 
are raped and men fight against 
each other like pit bulls. When 
you made Jackie Brown and Pulp 
Fiction, you were criticized for 
liberal use of the N word. There's 
plenty of that here. Are you 
sitting on a powder keg? 
TARANTINO: Now I'm picturing 
myself sitting on a keg of TNT 
like a Looney Tunes cartoon. 

It remains to be seen, I guess. 

If we are, it's not because I'm 
trying to be inflammatory. I'm 
just telling my story the way 
I'm telling it. I'm putting it in a 
spaghetti Western framework 
and highlighting the surreal 
qualities inherent in the material. 
I'm highlighting them mythically 
and operatically, and in terms of 


PLAYBOY: And that really 
existed? 

TARANTINO: Oh yeah, absolutely. 
I think it's the cornerstone of 
slavery, or one of the things that 
made it work. Aside from the 
labor force, it was the sex on 
demand. The minute people own 
other people, we all know that's 
definitely part of it. Did they do 
that back then? Yes. They do that 
right now—go to Bangkok. The 
thing about the Cleopatra Club 
is, if you like your slave girl you 
can take her there. You can have 
dinner. You can socialize. If you 
are a guy who wants to take your 
pony and just fuck her for a night 
on the town, okay, you can do 
that. But maybe you actually love 
your girl and she's kind of your 
de facto wife. This is a way to 


PLAYBOY: He has to evaluate 
material partly based on his status 
as arguably the world's biggest 
star and certainly its biggest 
African American star. 
TARANTINO: Yeah, I know. 

But he didn't walk away from 
it because he was scared of the 
material. 

PLAYBOY: Why then? 
TARANTINO: It just wasn't 100 
percent right, and we didn't have 
time to try to make it that way. 
We left with me saying, "Look, 

I'm going to see other people." 

He said, "Let me just see how 
I feel, and if you don't find 
anybody, let's talk again." And 
then I found my guy. 

PLAYBOY: Why Jamie Foxx? 
TARANTINO: There are a lot 
of reasons I could say, but the 


QUENTIN TARANTINO 

his horse in the movie. He's from 
-Texas; he understands. We sat 
there talking, and I realized, Wow, 
if this were the 1960s and I was 
casting a Django Western TV show 
and they had black guys as stars 
of those in the 1960s, I could see 
Jamie on one of those. And that's 
what I was looking for, a Clint 
Eastwood. 

PLAYBOY: When -PLAYBOY 
interviewed Foxx several years 
ago, he talked about growing up 
in Texas. Even though he was the 
football team's star quarterback, 
he was regularly called racist 
names and treated badly. How did 
that inform his performance? 
TARANTINO: He understood 
what it's like to be thought of 
as an "other." Even though he's 
on the football team, one of the 



violence and gruesomeness, with 
pitch-black humor. That's all part 
of the spaghetti Western genre, 
but I'm doing it about a section 
of history that couldn't be more 
surreal, bizarre, cruel or perversely 
comedic when looked at from 
a certain view. They go hand in 
hand. 

PLAYBOY: But the idea of 
portraying these slave women as 
prostitutes- 

TARANTINO: Well, they're not 
100 percent prostitutes. The 
Cleopatra Club in the film is not 
a brothel. It's a gentlemen's club, 
a bring-your-own-bottle kind of 
place. There it's bring your own 
pony, and you can have dinner 
with her. 

PLAYBOY: Pony is the term for an 
attractive slave woman? 

TARANTINO: Yeah. 


take her out and show her a good 
time. 

PLAYBOY: You originally wanted 
Will Smith to play Django. How 
close did you come to getting 
him? 

TARANTINO: We spent quite 
a few hours together over a 
weekend when he was in New 
York doing Men in Black 3. We 
went over the script and talked 
it out. I had a good time—he's a 
smart, cool guy. I think half the 
process was an excuse for us to 
hang out and spend time with 
one another. I had just finished 
the script. It was cool to talk to 
someone who wasn't guarded 
about what he was saying. 
PLAYBOY: What did he have to 
say? 

TARANTINO: That's private stuff 
between us, but nothing negative. 


gigantic one is that he was the 
cowboy. I met six different actors 
and had extensive meetings with 
all of them, and I went in-depth 
on all their work. 

PLAYBOY: Who? 

TARANTINO: Idris Elba. I got 
together with Chris Tucker, 
Terrence Howard, M.K. Williams. 
PLAYBOY: Williams, from The 
Wire and Boardwalk Empire? 
TARANTINO: Yes. I talked with 
Tyrese. They all appreciated the 
material, and I was going to put 
them through the paces, make 
them go off against one another 
and kind of put up an obstacle 
course. And then I met Jamie and 
real-ized I didn't need to do that. 
Jamie understood the material. 
But mostly he was the cowboy. 
Forget the fact that he has his 
own horse—and that is actually 


stars, when he goes out with the 
pretty white girl in the school, 
everyone loses their minds. He 
understood what it's like to be 
hired as a piano player in a big 
white Texas home. When you're 
the black piano player at a 
cocktail party, you're furniture. 

You don't talk to nobody. No one 
talks to you. They're not supposed 
to even think about you. They 
should be able to say anything 
they want to say because you are 
furniture. 

PLAYBOY: So they can say 
something racist if they want. 
TARANTINO: And they did. 
PLAYBOY: And you're invisible. 
TARANTINO: That's exactly it. 

He told me many stories like 
that, how the lady of the house 
is paying him, saying, "Look, I'm 
sorry about the things that some 


PLAYBOY 2012 / APRIL 71 



















V PLAYBOYINTERVIEW 


of the guests and my husband 
said. They didn't mean anything 
by it. Here's some cash." He told 
me that once he showed up and 
they said, "Whoa, whoa, you 
need a jacket to come in here." 

He said, "Oh, well, I would've 
brought one, but nobody told 
me." And they said, "That's okay. 
We got an extra jacket up there. 

I'll get it for you." They give him 
a jacket, he does his thing, and 
he's getting ready to leave. "Okay, 
here's your jacket." They're like, 
"Whoa, hey, that's your jacket 
now, buddy. I don't want that 
jacket." They said that to his face. 
PLAYBOY: How are you when 
actors ask you to change 
material? 

TARANTINO: Well, somebody 
can actually have a good idea and 
come up with a neat "Hey, well, 
what if this happens?" Sometimes 
it's "Oh, wow, that's a good idea. 
Let me think about it." People 
have given me good ideas. But it's 
not like I hand in a script and get 
notes back. I'll get notes back on 
the cut of the movie, but if people 
have a problem with the script, 
we're probably not making the 
movie together. The studios that 
made Django also did Inglourious 
Basterds, and they were all happy. 
It was never an issue with all the 
subtitles in that film. Nobody said, 
"Can we try it in English?" They 
just knew it wasn't the deal. The 
way it has worked with me since 
the beginning is, it's all in the 


script. I might change something, 
but if you read and liked the 
script, you'll probably like the 
movie. 

PLAYBOY: When you shoot a 
slave movie in the Deep South, 
how does the community react? 
TARANTINO: Sociologically one 
of the most interesting things 
went down when we were on 
the Don Johnson character's 
plantation, Bennet Manor. He 
has cotton fields there, and he 
has cotton -pickers—girls, men, 
children, old people. But he 
also has ponies, and he's the 
one who sells pretty girls. That's 
his big stock: He is a plantation 
pimp, and people come from 
far and wide to his plantation to 
buy one of his pretty girls. We 
had a bunch of extras from the 
community, St. John the Baptist 
Parish. It was cool, re-creating this 
history with black Southern extras 
whose families have lived there 
forever. They knew what went 
on back then. Then there was 
a social-dividing issue between 
the extras that mirrored the ones 
between their slave characters 
in the movie. The ponies were 
pretty, and they looked down 
on the extras playing cotton- 
picker slaves. They thought they 
were better than them. And the 
people playing the house servants 
looked down on the people 
playing the cotton pickers. And 
the cotton pickers thought the 
people playing the house servants 


and the ponies were stuck-up 
bitches. Then there was a fourth 
breakdown, between the darker 
skinned and the lighter skinned. 
Obviously not for everybody, and 
it wasn't a gigantic problem, but 
it was something you noticed. 
They started mirroring the social 
situations of their characters, 
being on this plantation for a few 
weeks. 

PLAYBOY: What about the local 
whites? Were they resentful? 
TARANTINO: Well, frankly, there 
weren't that many whites in the 
area on our set. We had local 
crew for sure, but there was no 
reason for whites in the area to be 
hanging around. 

PLAYBOY: Leonardo DiCaprio was 
initially mentioned for the Hans 
Landa role that won Christoph 
Waltz an Academy Award in 
Inglourious Basterds. DiCaprio's 
your new villain now. 

TARANTINO: Leo and I never 
actually got together and talked 
about Inglourious Basterds. 

He was curious about playing 
the role, but I knew I -needed 
somebody with all those linguistic 
skills. Leo can actually speak good 
German, but Landa spoke French 
in the movie more than German. 
So it was never in the cards. But 
Leo and I have hung out over the 
course of 15 years, and he likes 
my writing and makes sure he 
gets a copy of scripts I finish to 
see if there's anything that might 
float his boat. He got this one and 
really liked Calvin Candie. 
PLAYBOY: He called you? 
TARANTINO: Yeah. 

PLAYBOY: When you wrote 
Candie, did you have anyone in 
mind? 

TARANTINO: I did, but I don't 
want to say who, simply because 
when I finished the script I 
realized they were a little older 
than I wanted the character to 
be. That's a problem I have. I'll 
be thinking about somebody and 
not take into account that I'm 
thinking of them from 20 years 
ago. Leo was younger than I had 
initially written, but I read it again 
and could see no reason why the 
character couldn't be younger. 

And since I'm hitting hard this 
notion of the American South 
re-creating European aristocracy 
in this amateur make-it-up-as- 
you-go-along fashion, the notion 
of him as the boy emperor was 
cool. His daddy was a cotton man, 
his daddy's daddy was a cotton 
man and so was his father before 
him. So Candie doesn't have to 
do anything. It's all set up, and 
he can be the petulant ruler with 
other interests. His passion is not 



cotton. It's Mandingo fighting. 
PLAYBOY: Is he a classic Tarantino 
villain? 

TARANTINO: He's the first villain 
I've ever written that I didn't like. 

I hated Candie, and I normally like 
my villains no matter how bad 
they are. I see their point of view. 

I could see his point of view, but 
I hated it so much. For the first 
time as a writer, I just fucking 
-hated this guy. 

PLAYBOY: Why? 

TARANTINO: He is master of 
the institution of slavery, and my 
despising that is why I wrote this 
whole thing. He's the bedrock of it 
all. So I thought, Wow, I got Leo, 
and he doesn't know that it's a lot 
of smoke and mirrors and not as 
good as some of these other parts. 
But working with Leo, we ended 
up making it as good as all those 
other parts. The whole petulant 
boy emperor idea solidified as 
opposed to the older plantation 
big-daddy fellow. Leo formed a 
new character, and he was direct 
about what he wanted to do. Just 
as I have an agenda about history 
that I want to get across in this 
movie, so does he, and he brought 
all this research into his character. 
Leo had a nice monologue, talking 
about being a boy and his father 
doing this and being surrounded 
by black faces growing up. How 
could he ever be anything other 
than what he is? He was born 
into this. Is a prince going to deny 
the throne, his kingdom? I still 
blame him, but what chance did 
he have? 

PLAYBOY: You write terrific 
villains. Who set the bar highest 
for bad guys for you? 
TARANTINO: Lee Van Cleef is one 
of my favorite actors. I love him in 
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly. 
PLAYBOY: What makes a good 
bad guy? 

TARANTINO: You can point at 
a movie like Schindler's List and 
there's Ralph Fiennes. And there's 
No Country for Old Men and 
Javier Bardem, and Inglourious 
Basterds and Christoph Waltz. 

The last time I watched a regular 
genre movie and the bad guy 
showed up and blew me away 
was Alan Rickman in Die Hard. 

It was the way he took over the 
film. It's definitely fun to write 
characters like that. But what 
I'm always trying to do, even in 
the case of Reservoir Dogs, is get 
you to kind of like these guys, 
despite on-screen evidence that 
you shouldn't. Despite the things 
they do and say and despite their 
agenda. I also like making people 
laugh at fucked-up shit. 

PLAYBOY: The last time you did a 
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-Playboy Interview you described 
being propositioned by women 
mailing you photos and things. 
What does the mail look like 
now? 

TARANTINO: If I'm at a film 
festival, out and about in town 
or in a bar, I can chat a gal up 
and it's still all good. I don't keep 
up with mail anymore. When I 
went to the Venice Film Festival 
and was the head of the jury, I 
couldn't do anything because 
everyone knew I was there. You 
go down to the bar, where it was 
always cool to drink with some 
of the other jury members, but it 
was a constant bum's rush. 
PLAYBOY: You took ecstasy at the 
Great Wall to let off steam while 
you were making Kill Bill. When 
you shoot a tense slave drama in 
the Deep South, how do you let 
loose? 

TARANTINO: This movie was so 
hard. I thought about it in terms of 
Kill Bill, and I was like, Okay, I am 
not partying like I did on that one. 
We had the weekends off, and 
sometimes I found myself sleeping 
all Saturday and maybe every once 
in a while going out to dinner. 
PLAYBOY: You told Howard 
Stern that Brad Pitt cut you a 
hunk from a hash brick while you 
were talking about -Inglourious 
Basterds. What kind of trouble 
did you get in from Brad, or from 
Angelina Jolie? 

TARANTINO: Oh no, that time 
I was okay. Brad fucking started 
it. He mentioned it at a fucking 
press conference. I'd mentioned 
it earlier, but he made it official. 
Maybe he doesn't realize he's 
the one who officially started it, 
but he did. But it was all good. It 
got picked up on a zillion sites: 
"Quentin gets Brad high to say 
yes to Basterds." And then 996 
related articles, [laughs] 

PLAYBOY: Do drugs have a 
positive impact on your creative 
process while you're writing or 
directing? 

TARANTINO: Well, no. I wouldn't 
do anything impaired while 
making a movie. I don't so much 
write high, but say you're thinking 
about a musical sequence. You 
smoke a joint, you put on some 
music, you listen to it and you 
come up with some good ideas. 

Or maybe you're chilling out at 
the end of the day and you smoke 
some pot, and all of a sudden 
you're spinning a web about what 
you've just done. Maybe you come 
up with a good idea. Maybe it just 
seems like a good idea because 
you're stoned, but you write it 
down and look at it the next day. 
Sometimes it's fucking awesome. 


I don't need pot to write, but it's 
kind of cool. Making this movie 
was -really hard. The weekend 
comes and all I want to do is 
smoke out to veg. It's just shutting 
down. My blowout on Django 
was always Friday night. In New 
Orleans, me and the crew would 
go out to some bar. There were 
tons of bars, and some of them 
were pretty wild. We would be out 
till six or seven in the morning and 
then just sleep all day, recuperate 
Sunday, maybe show a movie and 
be back at it Monday. 

PLAYBOY: Do you have a 
medicinal marijuana prescription, 
which allows everybody in 
Hollywood to get pot legally? 
TARANTINO: I might be the only 
guy here who doesn't have that. 
PLAYBOY: You turn 50 next 
year. Do you think about getting 
married and having kids? 
TARANTINO: We'll see. I've had 
things that have almost worked 
out but haven't, where I thought 
I'd get married and have kids. I'm 
not necessarily against it anymore. 

I was into it, but then I got over it. 

I had a little baby fever for a while 
but got over it. 

PLAYBOY: Did you spend quality 
time around a little kid? 
TARANTINO: No, no, no. The 
movie I'm working on is my baby. 
But I'm in an open time in my 
life right now, and I'm kind of 
interested to see what's going to 
happen next. 

PLAYBOY: Is any of that because 
you're about to turn 50? 
TARANTINO: I don't think so, 
because I don't think about it like 
that. I think you're the first person 
to keep referring to my turning 
50. [laughs] Yeah, I'm still hanging 
on to my 49. I have a little while 
yet. All this 50 talk? It's just mean. 
PLAYBOY: It's pissing you off? 
TARANTINO: Yeah, [laughs] 

I could be open right now to 
meeting a cool girl, getting along 
with her, taking it to the next step 
and, if that's good, taking it to the 
next step. And let's just see what 
the deal is. 

PLAYBOY: You're going to be one 
of those 65-year-old guys chasing 
kids around the house, aren't 
you? 

TARANTINO: Frankly, I wouldn't 
have a problem with that at all. 

I mean, a little ego in me would 
like to be younger when I have 
kids, but fucking kids don't give 
a shit. And there is that aspect of 
being older now and having time 
with them. You don't have better 
shit to do. The kid doesn't care. 
PLAYBOY: What's the most 
appealing thing about living a 
single man's life? 


TARANTINO: I have the freedom 
to do what I want. I can make 
the day whatever I want to make 
it. People with families have 
responsibilities to their team. I'm 
sure there are negative aspects to 
my -bohemian lifestyle, to be sure. 
PLAYBOY: Like what? 
TARANTINO: I don't know. I'm 
just talking the most mundane 
stuff. 

PLAYBOY: You can't think of a 
single thing, can you? 
TARANTINO: Yeah. If I had a 
wife, I would probably be more 
polite. She would make me write 
thank-you notes. When people do 
something nice for me, she would 
make me do something back—a 
note or a phone call—which I 
won't do on my own. [laughs] 
That would be a nice part of the 
bargain. I wouldn't be such a 
caveman. I might be a little less 
remote. Having said that, though, 
with the artistic, almost academic 
way I like to live my life when it 
comes to the movies I make and 
the research I do on them, I've 
got it pretty great. If I wanted 
to live in Paris for a year, what 
the fuck? I can. I don't have to 
arrange anything; I can just do it. 
If there is an actor or a director 
I want to get obsessed with and 
study their films for the next 12 
days, I can do that. The perfect 
person would be a Playmate who 
would enjoy that. 

PLAYBOY: Well, they're out here. 
TARANTINO: I know, and that's 
why I say it's not impossible. 
PLAYBOY: We could probably 
throw a rock from your house 
here and hit one. 

TARANTINO: Well, they have to 
be legitimately Playmate on that. 
They have to dig it. They have to 
be down with a J. Lee Thompson 
film festival. 

PLAYBOY: How do you know if 
women you meet are into Quentin 
the guy and not Quentin the 


filmmaker? Does it matter? 
TARANTINO: Well, I'm not 
Quentin the average guy. 

Expecting her to like me the way 
she would like me if I were a 
plumber or if I worked at Why 
Not a Burger is not realistic. And 
why would you want that? Part of 
me is me and my life, and part of 
me is me and my artistic journey. 
That's all part of it. 

PLAYBOY: Does that mean the 
woman should be a fan? 
TARANTINO: No, it just means 
that if you like my work or respect 
what I do, it's conceivable that 
could be an attractive element 
if you meet me. And if you like 
me and I'm charming and sexy 
or whatever things you could be 
attracted to, that could be a plus. 
You can date this girl and that 
girl, but if you're going to get 
together and try to be girlfriend 
and boyfriend, me and my life 
and my artistic journey are part of 
the deal. And part of my life is my 
artistic journey. At a certain point 
it becomes overwhelming when 
you're doing a film. A girl needs 
her own life too. 

PLAYBOY: But she has to 
understand your artistic journey 
comes first. 

TARANTINO: Yeah. 

PLAYBOY: You've threatened to 
retire at 60. Why put a timetable 
on it? 

TARANTINO: Who knows what 
I'll do? I just don't want to be an 
old-man filmmaker. I want to stop 
at a certain point. 

PLAYBOY: Why? 

TARANTINO: Directors don't 
get better as they get older. 

Usually the worst films in their 
filmography are those last four 
at the end. I am all about my 
filmography, and one bad film 
fucks up three good ones. I don't 
want that bad out-of-touch 
comedy in my filmography, the 
movie that makes people think, 
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Oh man, he still thinks it's 20 
years ago. When directors get 
out-of-date, it's not pretty. 
PLAYBOY: Stanley Kubrick was 
viable in his later years. Scorsese 
and Spielberg have made good 
movies in their 60s, and Woody 
Allen made Midnight in Paris 
in his 70s. Won't fans want to 
see what's on your mind as you 
continue to develop as a man? 
TARANTINO: Maybe. If I have 
something to say, I'll do it. I 
haven't made any gigantic 
declarative statements. I just don't 
want to be an old filmmaker. I'm 
on a journey that needs to have 
an end and not be about me 
trying to get another job. Even if 
it's old and I'm washed up, I'd still 
want to do it. I want this artistic 
journey to have a climax. I want 
to work toward something. 
PLAYBOY: When a director jumps 
the shark, doesn't it have more 
to do with him getting fat and 
happy and losing his edge or not 
listening? 

TARANTINO: Could be, but it's 
also age. [laughs] The directorial 
histories don't lie for the most 
part, but I'll concentrate on a 
unique example: I hadn't thought 
about how old Tony Scott was 
until he checked out. And I knew 
him. I thought, Wow, Tony was 
close to 70? 

PLAYBOY: As a director, how 
will you know when you're not 
capable of that anymore? 
TARANTINO: Well, I guess that's 
what I'm trying to figure out. 
PLAYBOY: You don't turn these 
things out once a year. How many 
films do you have left in you? 
TARANTINO: You stop when 
you stop, but in a fanciful world, 
10 movies in my filmography 
would be nice. I've made seven. 

If I have a change of heart, if I 
come up with a new story, I could 


come back. But if I stop at 10, 
that would be okay as an artistic 
statement. 

PLAYBOY: When we did the 

interview last time- 

TARANTINO: I reread that 
interview not long ago. Literally 
the next day I was asked, "Do you 
want to do another one?" The 
thing that was cool about that 
first interview was that you made 
a big deal about me doing Pulp 
Fiction and then coming back 
with Kill Bill. So is he the real 
deal or not the real deal? And I 
thought, Well, if playboy's coming 
back, then I guess I passed the 
real-deal test. 

PLAYBOY: You certainly have 
passed that test. Last time, you 
said you felt you could become 
a fine actor if that were your 
priority. Why did it stop being 
important to you? 

TARANTINO: I just lost the 
bug. I think I got the bug from 
a combination of two things. I'd 
had a good experience doing 
From Dusk Till Dawn, and I started 
going out with Mira Sorvino. She's 
an actor and so is her father, Paul, 
and they talk about acting a lot. I 
got all into that. And there were 
old dreams and desires from 
when I was a little boy. Now it's 
the opposite. If I write a part for 
myself, I cut it down to nothing. 
Actors have said that now that 
I'm over myself, I can get down 
to doing good work. But it's more 
about the fact that when I did Kill 
Bill, I was going to play Pai Mei, 

and it was so hard- 

PLAYBOY: Pai Mei is the teacher 
Daryl -Hannah poisons. 
TARANTINO: Yes. I was going 
to play him. I'd trained to do 
the fights and everything, but it 
was such a big-deal movie that it 
needed all my attention directing. 
When I was done with it, I decided 


that if I'm going to be on a set, 

I want it to be my set, with me 
directing. I don't want to be an 
actor in somebody else's movie. 

I don't want people faxing call 
sheets to my house, and I don't 
want to get up in the morning for 
somebody else's movie. 

PLAYBOY: The tragedy in Aurora, 
Colorado, where a gunman 
massacred moviegoers at a Dark 
Knight Rises midnight screening, 
led some filmmakers to do some 
soul-searching about how they 
depict on-screen violence. Did 
you? 

TARANTINO: No, because I 
think that guy was a nut. He 
went in there to kill a bunch of 
people because he knew there 
would be a lot of people there 
and he'd make a tremendous 
amount of news doing it. That's 
no different from a guy going 
into a McDonald's and shooting 
up people at lunchtime because 
he knows a lot of people will be 
there. 

PLAYBOY: When people point 
to movies for glorifying violence, 
what do you say? 

TARANTINO: Well, I never get 
into this argument because no 
one has this argument with me. 
[laughs] They know where I'm 
coming from. I make violent 
movies. I like violent movies. I'm 
on record about how I feel there 
is no correlation between art and 
life in that way. 

PLAYBOY: After Reservoir Dogs 
and Pulp Fiction, you were this 
raging, rule-breaking outsider 
who redefined the gangster-movie 
genre and spawned imitators. How 
do you see yourself now? 
TARANTINO: Bob Dylan going 
into the 1970s; De Palma, 

Scorsese, Kubrick and Spielberg 
going into the 1980s. I would 
like to be thought of as one of 


the premier directors of his time, 
at the height of his powers, with 
his talents at his fingertips, with 
something to say, something to 
prove, just trying to be the best he 
can be. 

PLAYBOY: No longer an outsider? 
TARANTINO: Yeah. That's one 
thing that's actually kind of nice. 
I'm not a Hollywood outsider 
anymore. I know a lot of people. 

I like them. They like me. I think 
I'm a pretty good member of this 
community, both as a person and 
as far as my job and contributions 
are concerned. Back in 1994 
I think they were all pretty 
impressed with me, and that was 
cool, but I felt like an outsider, a 
maverick punk, and I was hoping I 
wouldn't fuck it up. I still do things 
my own way, but I didn't go away 
either. I still kind of feel like I'm 
always trying to prove I belong 
here. 

PLAYBOY: When J.D. Salinger 
died, it was clear what a burden his 
early success had been. After Pulp 
Fiction, do you give a big sigh of 
relief when you make a movie and 
feel you have risen to the level of 
your earlier work? 

TARANTINO: No. I like people 
to be excited and think my best 
work's in front of me. That means 
you're trying to top yourself to 
one degree or another. I take that 
seriously. It's a subjective thing, 
but you are trying to make a 
big, bold, vital work that moves 
your artistic journey forward. I 
wouldn't have it any other way. 

I want there to be anticipation. 

I was actually quite proud when 
I read that Django is one of the 
most anticipated movies coming 
out this year. It's a black Western. 
Where's the anticipation coming 
from? I guess a lot of it is me. 
That's pretty fucking awesome. 
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Y ou wouldn't want to mess 
with this month's Asian 
Beauty. With a green belt in 
karate and a recent interest 
in muay thai, we would advise the utmost 
caution to anyone who would dare fight 
Mae Li. She has always been interested 
in physical fitness, specifically in martial 
arts, citing that it's a great way to vent 
out your frustrations. "I like keeping fit, 
and not just because I model, but also 
because sometimes sweating it out is the 
best way to forget your problems," she 
advocates in demure tones that belie a 
tough inner core. 

No wonder then that this 21-year old full 
time model of Filipino-Chinese descent 
boasts a trim body admired by most 
men and envied by most women. "Baka 
kaya rin natanggap akong mag-model," 
she quipped. Yet modeling was not a 
profession she ever thought she would 
get into. "I saw the Facebook page for 
Talents Manila and I thought I would just 
upload my photo and see what happens. 
The next thing you know I was being 
offered to be a model for MIAS [Manila 
International Auto Show], and I just kept 
on doing it after that," she explained. 

Despite all the shows and photo 
shoots that she had done in the year 
and half that she'd been modeling, she 
admitted that this is not a profession she 
sees herself doing until the foreseeable 
future. She would much rather spend 
her time tinkering with computers. "I've 
always been interested in technology 
that's why I took up Computer Science 
in college. Someday I want to be able to 
work for a tech company or maybe even 
open up my own computer shop," she 
said. We're pretty certain that regardless 
of what she wants to do in the future 
and given her gutsiness, she'll be a major 
success. B 
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“Just because I’ve made it to the top, that doesn’t mean it’s the only position I like.” 
























BROADCAST IOURN ALIST AND RESIDENT 
IEARIT ROB’, ATOM ARAUIIO, SITS DOWN WITH PLAYBOY FOR 
A DISCOURSE ON HIS CAREER, HIS SQUEAKY CLEAN’ IMAGE, AND 
THE WAYS IN WHICH HIS LOVE OF SCIENCE AND THE QUESTIONS 
IT POSITS HAS SHAPED HIS LIFE. 





You graduated with a degree in 
Applied Physics. Why Applied Physics? 
AA: Well, it's really a matter of how I 
was brought up and my interests. Siguro 
it started when I was in Grade Two. My 
first extra-curricular club in Ateneo was the Science Club. So I really 
have an inherent interest in science. And then growing up what I liked 
watching on TV were these documentaries about different things. Ang 
mga pinapanuod ko was about marine biologists, different kinds of 
animal life. I was a big fan of Sir Richard Attenborough. Then I remember 
watching a feature about Stephen Hawking and about the question of 
the universe, where everything began, about black holes, the possibility of 
time travel, things like that. And I was so blown away na parang feeling 
ko ang darning nangyayari sa universe tapos feeling ko gusto ko siya 
matutunan. So I studied in Philippine Science, that was part of what made 
me who I am. I had a very rigorous training in science there and graduates 
of 'Pisay' were encouraged to take science courses. It was both an interest 
and then it was also a challenge, [I'm not] like a genius mathematician or 
anything like that b ut it w as born out of curiosity. 

Given your background in Applied 
Physics, if you could travel through 
time, at what point in time would 
you like to go back to or forward in 
Philippine history? 

AA: I want tcTgo back to the 70's, Martial Law. Gusto ko bumalik dun 
sa time na yun kasi you'll be forced to reckon with who you really are. 

It's really easy to talk nowadays na fight for your beliefs, "I'm a non¬ 
conformist, I'm anti-establishment," pero pag talagang nasubukan ka na, 
talagang dun na ma gkaka -alaman eh, pag life and death na. 

You were working when you were 
young. How was your childhood then? 
AA: Working? I wouldn't define it as 
working kasi, you know,5 and Up started 
when I was 10 years old and it began 
when they went to Ateneo [when] I was part of the Ateneo Children's 
Theater. So 5 and Up went to Ateneo to audition for their new hosts and 
we were among the students who auditioned. In fairness, n apanuod ko 
na yung 5 and Up nung panahon na yun. It was a really nice show. I really 
wanted to be a part of it. Parang kwento-kwento lang. Kinikuwento ko 
kung paano ko sini-save yung mga palaka sa Ateneo tapos mga ganun 
lang. Normal kid's stuff. 

Does it make you cringe when people 
come up to you and say they knew you 
from 5 and Up? 

AA: On the contrary. I feel really happy. 

I left 5 and Up in 1996, after four years 
of being a part of the show. So I'm really surprised when people still 
remember the show and when they say they grew up with the show and 
then nakasama namin yung mga hosts. Yung iba sinasabi na "Sayang, 
wala ng 5 and Up. Sana magkaron ulit ng ganung klaseng show." Nung 
time kasi na yun, parang feeling namin, wala namang nanunuod kasi 
parang kami enjoy-enjoy lang kami. May istorya about ice cream, kakain 
lang kami ng ice cream. May istorya about Philippine history, about the 
Japanese Occupation so aakting kami na mga Filipino at mga Japanese, so 
parang we were really just playing around. 

What lured you into journalism? 

AA: I guess you can say that the root 
and the foundations of it started when I 
was in 5 and Up kasi that was basically 
a current affairs show. It was about 
exploring the world around us and it was my first taste of media - what 
it took to produce stories, basically story-telling using television as a 
medium. Pero yung serious journalism nagkaroon lang ako ng idea 
tungkol diyan nung nasa college na ako, studying physics. I was also 







very active in student organizations and I realized first hand how much 
of a challenge it was to popularize issues and to reach out to the most 
number of students, and not only students but other citizens as well kasi 
may unique position ang UP where it has a place in national politics also, 
so we were trying to make our voices heard. Feeling ko this is a really 
important profession. It has a direct contribution to nation-building and 
it can actually be an agent of change if you're into journalism and you 
do your job well. _ 

Any awkward moments on the job? 

AA: Well, I remember one time, I was 
reporting live, I was watching my report. 
Usually ang format dito sa Pilipinas, 
the anchor calls you and then you give 
them an idea of what's going on and then you lead-in your story, your 
voice-over package and then it rolls and then it goes back to you, you 
wrap it up and then you toss it back to the anchor. So I was watching 
my story, live, meron akong monitor, naisip ko lang, makakalimutan ko 
yung sasabihin ko after nito. Eto na, parang five seconds na lang, "Ano 
nga ba yung sasabihin ko?"Tapos tinawag na ko ng anchor, di ko pa rin 
maalala kung ano yung sasabihin ko, so I had to improvise, nag-annotate 
na lang muna ako kung ano nangyayari and then something clicks, you 
remember. After nun, tinawagan ko yung dad ko, napanuod mo ba ? 
Obvious ba na hindi ko maalala yung sasabihin ko? [He said], "Hindi 
naman." May mga ganung moments. 

You did a segment for Pinoy True 
Stories about the paranormal. Do you 
believe in the paranormal? 

AA: Let me put it this way; I haven't 
had any experience myself but the 
paranormal is Just something that, in scientific terms, you haven't really 
explained yet; something that hasn't been catalogued or described by 
science. If you consider that a lot of people have their own experiences 
with the paranormal, whether it's medical or psychological or cultural, it's 
something that's worth exploring so, like I always say sa mga producers 
namin, I'm the biggest skeptic sa mga ganyan eh, and it works, kasi 
kumbaga I take everything with a grain of salt. But sometimes, may mga 
kwento na it's so bizarre mapapa-isip ka na parang, "Huh, maybe there 
is something there." 

What sort of bizarre stories? 

AA: There's something that I'm working 
on pero di pa siya tapos so I can't really 
say yet. But anyway, I guess I could say a 
little bit about it. There's this disease that 
is endemic to a certain place in the Philippines and yung manifestations 
niya it makes people look grotesque, makes them horrendous, actually. 
Parang mukha silang aswang, so parang people may dismiss the idea 
of aswang because that's folklore, but mapapa-isip ka na baka ito yung 
basis and it's just because people don't understand the disease, it turned 
into something else. Mas-compelling sa akin yung mga ganun eh, yung 
merong maiinaw na anchor na kung ano yung possible explanation. But 
other stories are just basically an experience. Dito ko nga lang natutunan 
yung vocabulary eh, yung mga elemental, ghosts, sa Pinoy may mga 
nauusog, doppelganger, parang mga ganyan. So yeah, it's fun, it's fun to 
do. 

You seem to have quite the 
reputation with the ladies, having 
once been voted as the "Cutest TV 
Newsmen in the Philippines" in a 
popular website. Do you think this is 
a help or a hindrance to your career? 

AA: Well, I don't want to be a hypocrite. Of course, it's a positive 
thing. I mean, anytime someone tells you "You're good-looking!" or 
"You look nice on TV" is, of course, an advantage. Pero sa isang banda, 
as with other things, /aging meron siyang kapalit. Yeah, you get extra 
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attention for certain qualities. 5a totoo lang, I 
can't get credit for that; I didn't do anything. 

I was just very lucky, I guess, to have above 
average-looking parents. So, you know, it's 
not something I can really be proud of. I don't 
think it's an achievement, that's the thing. 
Anybody can be born good-looking. What's the 
next step, right? In my case, you have to really 
prove yourself. You have to show other people 
that there's something more going on, 'cause 
otherwise it's real easy to dismiss. 



Having said that; we were only given one 
face, would you consider plastic surgery in 
the future? 

AA: No. I don't think so.. [Shrugs] I don't 
wanna change anything. I'm happy with it. I 
don't wanna say that everything is perfect in 
my face but that's who you are. It's actually the 
imperfections that make it. If you have a totally 
beautiful face, wala rin namang dating yun eh. 
Actually, there's a mathematical explanation. 

The study of beauty is also in the realm of 
mathematicians and also physicists. Figuring out 
why certain people look good and why certain 
people don't look so good. So there are certain 
elements like symmetry, the golden ratio, and 
having average features. Meron nga silang 
ginawang composite face na ina-average lang 
nila a few thousand faces and then the product 
is a really beautiful-looking woman, but when 
you look at the face, nothing stands out. For me, 
just work with what you have. Tsaka nakakatakot 
din eh. More than anything else, hihiwain yung 
mukha mo, nakakatakot. A lot of things can go 
wrong, let's put it that way. 



Are you saying that you are not a risk-taker? 


AA: Parang dalawang bag ay lang yan; Minsan 
I'm risk averse pero maraming times din na 
parang, I just do things for the heck of it, like 
jump of a cliff and injure my foot because 
the water wasn't deep enough. Yung ganung 
klaseng risks; spur of the moment things like: 
"Let's go somewhere." or "Let's eat this.", or 
"Let's jump here." Parang wala akong problema 
dun eh. Wala akong fear, for example, of dying. 
I'm not afraid of dying. Well, I am, I mean 
everybody is, but I'm willing to risk putting my 
health and well-being on the line for certain 
experiences. I guess what scares me are the 
long-term consequences, yung mga really big life 
decisions. 



Is there a bad boy aspect to Atom Araullo? 

AA: What's a bad boy? Yung hindi ako 
naghihilamos, don't change your underwear 
for three days...yeah, you're so bad, Atom. I 
would actually consider myself kind of anti¬ 
establishment, pero meron namang direksyon. 
Hindi naman ako anarchist. When I was in 
college, I was arrested for activism. I've had my 
share, let's just say, of physical moments with law 
enforcers. 



Why were you arrested? 

AA: We were in the Senate, protesting a Senate 
bill designed to change the charter of UP, kasi di 
ba, state university ang UP, so kailangan maging 
batas kung gusto mong palitan yung charter ng 
UP. To make a long story short, we didn't agree 
with certain provisions and the directions it was 
taking, so we took to the streets. We went to 
the Senate with other students and there was 
a rally and it got hairy. It got a little bit out of 
hand, so there were some arrests. 



You're fairly active on Twitter, but there's 
another Atom there, @atomthereal who 


supposedly tweets from your subconscious. 
Which one do you think is a better 
representation of yourself? 

AA: Some of my friends follow him, him or 
her. Actually, natatawa ako sa mga tweets 
niya. Sometimes there are things I want to say 
that I can't say due to the nature of my job. So 
minsan gusto ko ng ganung klaseng freedom. 
Minsan pag nakikita ko siya, parang, "Ano ba 
'to? Nakatap-in ba sa subconscious ko to? Para 


ba tong Fight Club na pag gabi, nagte- tweet 
ako sa 'atomthereal', ganunl" Tapos di ko lang 
naaalala. Maybe I have insomnia or something. 



But then again, you know you've made it 
when you're being parodied on Twitter, 
right? 

AA: Oo nga eh, natutuwa nga ako na buti, at 
least yung nagpa- parody sa akin, medyo may 
utak.Yung friends ko nga eh, "l-unfollow na 
lang kita, wala ka namang kwenta, mas gusto 
ko tong isa." [laughs] I just hope he stays within 
limits, but then, you know, it's his account, 
bahala siya sa buhay niya. I don't even know if 
he's a guy or a girl. 



Has it ever happened that you got into an 
argument or a word war with any of your 
Twitter followers? 

AA: Wala naman. Meron din namang mga 
criticisms pero usually they take it out of context 
or they over-read something. I try to explain 
and to be fair, tingin ko naintindihan naman 
nila. Wala pa naman akong na-encounter pa 
na talagang belligerent na mga trolls. Minsan 
may mga ganun pero di mo lang sila papansinin 
eh. Alam mo yun ang mali ng mga celebrities, 
pinapatulan eh. Parang, ",Ano ba? Hindi ka 
mananalo diyan.Kahit anong gawin mo." Hindi 
naman sila magte- tweet na, "Ah, oo nga, mali 
nga ako, sorry." Wala, hindi sila gaganun. Mas 
gusto pa nga nila yun, di ba, yung attention. So, 
just, you know, relax. 



What's something that you would like to do 
that you still haven't done? 

AA: Ang dami ko pang hindi nagagawa. Kung 
fantasy lang to, I wanna climb Mt. Everest, I 


ANYBODY CAN BE BORN GOOD- 
LOOKING. WHAT'S THE NEXT STEP, 
RIGHT? IN MY CASE, YOU HAVE 
TO REALLY PROVE YOURSELF. YOU 
HAVE TO SHOW OTHER PEOPLE THAT 
THERE'S SOMETHING MORE GOING 
ON, 'CAUSE OTHERWISE IT'S REAL 
EASY TO DISMISS. 
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want to go to Antarctica. So many things. I 
want to get lost somewhere in an undisclosed 
location, live there on my own. Actually, parang 
yun yung recurring fantasy ko, kaya nga when 
I travel, I want to go to places that are out of 
the way. Yung mga na-enjoy ko talaga yung, 
halimbawa, yung nagpunta ako before sa Sahara 
Desert, parang feeling ko, I feel alive, parang 
ganun. Really, I can mention so many things that 
I want to do. I want to learn a new language. 

I want to learn how to make bread. I want to 
skydive. I want to meet a lot of people... the 
possibilities are endless. 



conformist'. Are you really? 

AA: I was being sarcastic. Parang feeling ko 
when people say they're non-conformist, they're 
actually conformists. That's a Catch-22, di bal 
Mga hipsters. The more you try to be different, 
the more you become like everyone else. Ako 
naman, I have very eclectic taste when it comes 
to music, books, art. I wouldn't consider myself 
like a very artistic person, but I enjoy it. I have a 
wide range of interests, from coffee to football 
to travelling to photography pero I'm not trying 
to be different. I just like the idea of having all 
of these different things going on in my life kasi 
ang darning bagay sa mundo and there's so little 
time, if you think about it. You only have, what, 
if you're lucky a good 70 years and ako pa, eh 
feeling ko dahil nga sa science background ko, 
feeling ko, I'm gonna live only once, so might as 
well fill your life with all these experiences. 



How do you define a 'playboy'? 


AA: I guess the connotation of a 'playboy' is, 
well, let's be honest, is someone who is really 
confident. Historically, he's someone who's good 
with the ladies. For me, I guess it's somebody 
who lives his life to the fullest. It's what a 
playboy should be. He should exude that kind 
of image and the confidence part is good and 
that kind of zest for life is something that I think 
everyone should have. A playboy, in my opinion, 
should be someone who's courageous, in the 
real sense of the word, hindi yung basagulero na 
courageous, pero yung kayang manindigan for 
what he believes in. 



Do you consider yourself as such? 

AA: In that sense, yes. Q 



"A PLAYBOY, IN 
MY OPINION, 
SHOULD BE 
SOMEONE WHO'S 
COURAGEOUS, IN 
THE REAL SENSE 
OF THE WORD." 
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From the time John B. -Rogers Jr. was a boy 
he had one large and audacious dream. In 
1940s Rogers's grandfather Ralph -Rogers 
ht the Indian -Motorcycle Company and 
went bust trying to convert the big workhorse 
cycles into lighter -machines that could compete 
with the Triumph bikes that had entered the 
American market after the war. Ralph Rogers 
eventually accrued a new fortune in -other 
industries, but decades -later he would lament 
to his young grandson that the thing he loved 
best was his old motorcycle company. "It was 
the thing that got him/' Rogers says. 

Jay, as everyone calls John Rogers, grew 
up tinkering with cars; in high school shop he 
tore down two Porsche 356A engines. It was 
out of this love and his grandfather's nostalgic 
rhapsodies that he would hatch his own crazy 
plan—a plan from which nearly everyone tried 
to dissuade him: Jay Rogers would start his own 
automobile company. And not just his own auto 
company but a company that made cars that 
were different from the ones made by the Big 
Three automakers—GM, Ford and Chrysler— 
cars with big personalities, cars he hoped would 
actually polarize consumers, cars they would 
either love or hate. 

Of course Rogers, who is 39 but looks 
younger, isn't the first dreamer to want to show 
up the Big Three. There was Preston Tucker with 
his Tucker Torpedo, Malcolm Bricklin with his 
gull-winged car, John DeLorean with his low- 
slung modernist car and, more recently, Elon 











































































Musk with his electric Tesla Roadster. Their auto 
bodies—all but Musk's—are strewn throughout 
automotive history. But Rogers is different. He 
doesn't want to build a single model like the 
-others. He wants to build specific cars for -local 
markets all around the world—a Boston car, a New 
York car, a Parisian car, a Ugandan car, a Malaysian 
car. Hence the name Local Motors, which was 
inspired by Local Motion, a surfboard company 
whose owner roamed from beach to beach, 
carving custom surfboards. Rogers hopes to have 
four of these factories up and running in the next 
five years with an output of 2,000 cars at each 
factory. He hopes eventually to have 100 factories. 

Rogers harbors another dream—a dream that is 
much larger. He doesn't want just to build cars. Jay 
Rogers wants to reinvent the whole way American 
companies do business. Although he has sold only 
60 cars so far at $75,000 each, he has a theory and 
a plan for changing business using the internet, 
and he is sacrificing almost everything he has to 
realize them. He admits he is so consumed by his 
vision that he has lost many friends since starting 
his company and there is friction with his wife 
because he's almost never home. "She's fairly well 
at her wits' end," he confesses. But, he adds, "I 










have nothing left. I have given my all to this. This 
is my life." 

It may be an odd obsession for someone whose 
own family seemed to benefit from the old ways 
of 

doing business. But Jay Rogers has his reasons. 

• 

People have occasionally compared Rogers to 
Henry Ford. It is a comparison that makes him 
bristle. "Ford was a fad that came for a hundred 
years and now I believe is going," Rogers says. 

When Rogers, as a student at Harvard Business 
School, began to think seriously about starting a 
car company, he had what he calls a "thunderous 
moment." It came while he was conducting a fact¬ 
finding tour of the Ford truck plant in Dearborn, 
Michigan, and his guide complained it was the 
worst time of the year—the changeover period 
when the plant shut down its entire production line 
to tool up for the new models, and the workers sat 
around idle. If the -changes were smallish, it could 
mean a recess of a day. But if the changes were 
large, the shutdown could last a month. -Rogers 
realized the Big Three could substantially change 
the way their cars looked only every seven years or 
so—once the machinery, which cost hundreds of 
millions of dollars, had been amortized. That's why 
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everything moved so slowly in the auto industry. 

It took too much money and too much effort to 
change. 

Rogers traced this intransigence to Henry 
Ford. When Ford, under the guidance of 
efficiency expert -Frederick Taylor, routinized the 
manufacture of cars, mass-producing them on an 
assembly line, he not only took the nimbleness 
out of the process so customers basically got the 
same cars year after year, he also removed the 
magic of carmaking and sapped the autoworker 
of pride in his -product. That system could last a 
long time—and it has—but Rogers believes it is 
doomed. In the 21st century, when everything is 
becoming more personalized, people want and 
need to love their cars, and the industry needs to 
be rethought to recapture the romance of cars. 
Not incidentally, Rogers also thinks it is the best 
way to sell cars. 

Step into Local Motors' "micro-factory" in 
the desert outside Phoenix, and it doesn't look 
anything like any other automobile plant. The 
Dearborn factory Rogers visited covers 600 acres. 
By contrast, Rogers's plant is the size of a high 
school gymnasium. The area is pristine, with 
beige walls and linoleum floors, and the ceiling is 
supported by columns decorated with greenery 


in white plastic planters. Soft-rock music wafts 
through the air, and there is only the faintest 
hint of the smell of gasoline or oil. There is no 
factory whistle, just a brass bell that is rung every 
time Local Motors enjoys a triumph—be it the 
completion of a car or a bug being worked out on 
the company's website. 

Ford's Dearborn truck plant alone employs 
3,200 workers. LM's full crew is roughly 40, 
though that is largely because the bulk of the 
work is done by people who aren't employed 
by the company and because the cars' bodies 
aren't stamped in steel by massive machines. The 
chassis are prefabricated tubes, the bodies are 
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fiberglass covered with vinyl wrap, and the entire 
tooling costs somewhere around $20,000. Ford, 
GM and Chrysler have huge office towers for their 
thousands of executives, but at LM everyone—and 
that means the marketers, the finance staff, the 
designers and the tech people—shares one long 
room, with Rogers at the center of a table in a 
white rubber wingback chair like everyone else's. 
The employees are different too. They are young, 
mostly in their 20s, and many of them come to 
work in black Local Motors 
T-shirts. And they are a disparate group. The 
web troubleshooter used to be a professional 
waterskier, the head of the design program is a 
Frenchman who once worked at a slaughterhouse, 
the CIO was pried away from a website he was 
creating for the recently divorced, and the chief 
salesman is an off-road racer. Another salesman 
just left the PGA Tour after 10 years. About the 
only thing they share is their passion for the 
company, so much so that at times it is almost like 
a corporate cult. 

The word you hear most frequently at LM is not 
cult , it's team. There is no hierarchy; just about 
everyone reports directly to Rogers, who usually 
shows up to work in a polo shirt, shorts and an old 
pair of Asics running shoes. Decisions are almost 
always arrived at democratically. Every Tuesday 
morning the entire staff gathers for a "stand-up" 
to resolve any issues or conflicts, from where 
a car is parked to leaving the factory space in a 
mess. The sessions are so informal that anyone 
from the outside is invited to sit in. Later that 
afternoon Local Motors conducts a "field day" 
during which everyone stops work to pitch in 
and clean the factory. Every second Friday they 
convene a "sprint" to discuss solutions for website 
problems—a method Rogers borrowed from 
software developers. To top it off, nearly everyone 
has been given a stake in the company. 

But one of the main reasons Rogers wanted 
to reimagine the automobile company as a more 
democratic and passionate institution was to 
reimagine the cars it made. To date, Local Motors 
has only one commercial -vehicle in production— 


the -aptly named Rally Fighter. 

Rogers has described it as an earthbound 
airplane, adding, "The soul of this car is actually 
down and dirty." It is a fierce, -testosterone-fueled 
beast of a machine, designed primarily for off¬ 
road, though it is street legal in all 50 states. One 
writer said, "It looks like it could eat a Jeep Grand 
Cherokee for breakfast and belch up a Hummer 
H3." It certainly wouldn't be out of place in a 
Batman movie. It is 189 inches long and just over 
80 inches wide, has 

a 430--horsepower engine and sits high over its 
wheels like something in a -monster-truck rally. 
The interior is industrial, and it gets only 16 miles 
a -gallon—Rogers insists there are other green 
attributes besides mileage—but you don't buy this 
car for comfort or economy. You buy it for power, 
and you buy it for show. 

The Rally Fighter is not the kind of car Detroit 
would be likely to design. It is far too idiosyncratic. 
But the same could have been said of the Tucker or 
the Bricklin or the DeLorean. Detroit wasn't going 
to make those cars either. No, there is something 
else about the Rally Fighter and Local Motors that 
may, as Rogers hopes, put them in the vanguard of 
American business and create the new paradigm 
he so desperately wants. That something else is 
the fact that the Rally Fighter wasn't designed 
by professional designers, nor was it drawn up in 
a studio. What makes Local Motors possibly the 
most unusual auto company ever is that the Rally 
Fighter was designed on the internet by would-be 
car designers from all over the world collaborating 
on LM's website. Put simply, it is the first entirely 
crowdsourced car. Rogers is betting that it won't 
be the last. In fact, he is betting that this is the 
-future—products not only for consumers but by 
consumers. And he is laying a very big bet. 

• 

Rogers's intense drive to remake American business 
began when he was a teenager and his father 
experienced, as Rogers puts it, "an event that defined 
me." Rogers was a scion of wealth and privilege. He 
looks like one: athletically trim, erect and handsome 
in a boyish Neil Patrick Harris way, with short sandyi, 
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Takbuhan ang ating shop 
ng lahat ng naghahanap 
ng remedyo 
sa mga bagay-bagay 
sa pang-araw-araw na buhay. 

Labas-masok ang mga customer 
na kung sino-sino 
na gustong magpa-repair 
ng kung ano-ano. 

Ref muling lalamig 
plantsa’y iinit 

magkaka-sound ang tv na dating 
tahimik 

transistor, bentilador 
dvd player, cam recorder 
wall clock, air pot— 
naayos lahat. 

Siksik sa gamit ang bahay nating 
maliit, 

mga di natubos na aytem 
‘ika mo’y di masamang angkinin 
at gamitin. 

ii 

Kumakain tayong katabi ng plato 
ang turnilyo, cutter, long nose 
at screw driver. 

Upuan ang sirang malalaking speaker 
mesa natin ang chest freezer. 

Sa pagitan ng lunok at kwento 
abot-abot, sunod-sunod 
gabundok mong reklamo. 

Di ka kuntento 

sa mga gamit na segunda mano. 



Pata ang katawan ko sa pagtulog 
ngunit di agad papadapo sa antok. 
Aamuyi’t hahalikan ang iyong batok 
hahagurin, hihimasin ang iyong 
umbok 

saka hahawiin ang kumot. 

Ngunit minsan gusto mong 
nagdaramot— 

uunahan ako ng paghihimutok 
kahit nasa sahig na ang aking saplot. 

Bulong ko’y: “Kaunting tiis pa, 
mahal.” 

Di ba’t bago tayo kinasal 

sumpa ko’y magsisikap 

upang hindi mo madanas ang hirap? 

Sa ganitong eksena 

tulad sa telenobela 

ang hirit kong linya’y 

mas lamang ang sablay 

sa tagumpay. 

iii 

‘Ika mo’y wag muna akong 
maghangad ng anak. 

Saan nga naman ito sasalampak 
gagapang, mag-aaral lumakad? 

Baka walang sarap na malasap 
sa karukhaan lang mamulat. 

Mahal ‘ka mo ang diaper at gatas 
bakuna’t bitamina. 

Di libre ang doctor at ospital. 

Ika’y nanumbat 
kinikita ‘ka mo’y di sapat 
kahit maghapo’t magdamag 
magkumpuni’t magretoke— 
asenso’y imposible. 



BALIW r,AF.<0 'KA MO 
ANG HE IG NG WAGAS 
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iv 

Lumalaon lumalala 
tumatagal sumasama. 

Sa gabi’y dumadalas ang iyong pagkakait 
nakasinghal tuwing ako’y mangungulit. 
Sa umaga’y pirming nakasimangot 
minsa’y maghapong nagmumukmok. 
Kumakain ka nang di nang-aalok. 

Aabutan kita ng pansine, 
pam-parlor o pang-grocery 
ngunit hiling mo’y pang-shopping. 

Kung wala akong maiabot 
dama ko ang iyong lungkot 
kaya’t kahit wala tayong makain 
o di ko alam kung sa’n kukunin 
ang ipantatapal sa mga bayarin— 
ano’ng gagawin 

ng tulad kong di makahindi sa ‘yong 
lambing? 

v 

Ngunit pera’y kapos at kapos 
di pa rin halos makaraos 
kahit dating ng tao’y di matapos-tapos 
at patrabaho’y di maubos-ubos. 

Sa iyo na nga ang diretso ng bay ad 
at kahit piso’y di ako naghahanap 
o kinukwestyon ang bago mong make up 
pero bakit di mo pa rin gagap 
kung bakit nanatili tayong salat? 

Tanong ko’y sa akin binalik: 
mabuti pa raw ang mga sirang gamit 
diperensya’t lunas agad kong nababatid. 
Ba’t ang buhay nating hikahos 
di ko maayos-ayos? 

vi 

Malungkot ang sumunod na umaga. 

Di na kita nagisnan sa kama 
walang tao sa sala 
lumuwag ang aparador 
pati ang tukador. 

Nanggalugad 

naghanap 

binaligtad lahat 

baka may iniwan kang sulat 

ng pagpapaliwanag. 

Pero gaya ng kliyenteng 


bago pa lang inilalapit ang bitbit 
dapat 

alam ko na agad 
ang diperensya o sakit 
ng iyong pag-alis. 

vii 

Di ganoon kadaling matiis 

ang mga araw na tumalilis. 

Sarili’y inaabala 

ngunit umaasa 

na sa dagsa ng parukyano 

ikaw sana’y naroroo’t nakikihalo. 

Minsan ika’y sumisilip 

sa aking panaginip 

at sa bawat tools na inaangat 

waring ika’y nakikihawak. 


viii 

At habang nagbabalik 
nagsisikip at naghihigpit 
ng mga kinalas, 
surpresa ng mga surpresa 
ika’y bumulaga. 

Pasalubong mo’y iyak 
halik at yakap. 

Di ka maawat sa paghingi ng tawad. 

Giit mo’y ika’y tulad sa appliances 
na kung pwede’y ipa-service. 

May mga pyesa kang kapos o kulang 
kung kaya ka nawindang. 

At kung maari 
baka sakali 

himalang muling mayari. 


Kasangkapa’y nagpalit-palit 

nagpalipat-lapat 

di ka pa rin bumubungad. 

Madalas maalala 
noong ika’y kinikilala. 

Sa ngiti mo’y nabighani 
kayat nawili sa inyong KTV. 
Tumatamis ang serbesa 
kapag ika’y kasama, 
walang oras na hinahabol 
basta’t ikaw ang ka-table. 

Tinawanan alok kong matrimonya 
Tinawaran alok kong pagsasama. 

Baka ako’y sumuko sa iyong luho. 
Wala tayo sa pelikula, 
lagi mong paalala. 

Baliw lang ‘ka mo ang iibig ng wagas 
sa tulad mong mayroong nakalipas 
Dagdag pa’y wag kang ihambing 
sa aking butingtingin 
na tyagain lang na kalikutin 
at linisin 

parang bagong pagaganahin. 

Pero nagawa kong makamada 
ang nadarama. 

Kung baga sa radyong static 
sa paboritong programa, 
dapat nang ipihit 

sa ibang istasyong malinaw ang sagap. 
Tyagain lang ang paghahanap. 
Masasanay din sa iba 
ang tenga’t pandama. 

Di nga lang agad. 


Sumpa mo’y gagawin lahat 
upang muli kitang matanggap. 
Magkano man ang service fee 
tatapatan mo ng pagsisilbi. 

Sa itinagal-tagal kong repairman 

at haba ng karanasan bilang technician 

di ako siraulo 

at nagpapatiwakal 

na bawiin 

para lang ayusin 

ang matagal ko nang ibinigay 

sa mambabakal. 

Lumisan kang walang imik 
hibik ang sa yo’y naghatid 
papalabas. 

May pumintig sa aking dibdib 
nagpasariwa sa aking isip: 

Baliw lang ‘ka mo ang iibig ng wagas 
sa tulad mong mayroong nakalipas. 
Kayat ako’y humakbang 
naglakad nang matulin— 
kahit pala nadala na sa junkshop 
maari pa ring bawiin 
o muling bilhin. □ 
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YOUR PREMIERE HOTEL 



in Puerto princesa Palawan 


NationaJ Highway, Tlriiguitan, Puerto Princesa 
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ROOM RATES 


ROOM TYPE 

STANDARD 

SUPERIOR 

DELUXE 


LOCAL DISCOUNTED ROOM TYPE 


LOCAL DISCOUNTED 


Php 5.000.00 

5 . 500.00 

6 . 6 00-00 


2,500-00 Executive DELUXE 
2.750.00 Junior SUITE -fr flOO,QQ 

3,400.00 Executlve SU!TE 15 .000.00 


3 , WOO 
4,900.00 
7,S00,00 


M ANIL A orncE: 

C!TYSTAT€ 

TOWER HOTEL 


#1315 A. Mdbini Cot. Padre Paura St., Ermita, Manila. Philipp in as- 
Tel. Noe. (632) 703.3624 & (632) 703.3600 
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Polo/pique printed shirt - TOPMAN 
Bow tie - TOPMAN 
, Pants-JOPMAN 


PLAYBOY 


UP YOUR STYLE 


A NEW BREED OF GENTLEMAN IS SETTING THE 
STANDARD FOR HOWTO DRESS: HE’S DECIDEDLY 
MASCULINE AND HE ISN’T AFRAID TO SPEND A LITTLE 
EXTRA EFFORT OR MONEY TO LOOK HIS BEST. 


BESPOKE BRUISERS / GEEK-CHIC ATHLETES / REAL ROCKSTARS / FORWARD FORMALISTS / ALPHA ARTISTS 











These men have two things in common 
they're perfectly fit, and their suits fit 
perfectly. (No point putting in time at 
the gym if you're not going to show 
it off.) While the average guy doesn't 
have a wardrobe stylist at his disposal 
like A-list actors and athletes do, we're 
fortunate enough to live in an era 
when designers are cutting their 
suits slimmer. And a leaner, meaner 
look can come in handy at the 
office or on the town. 


Suit Yourself 


HOW TO GET THE PERFECT FIT 


Not all 42 regulars are created equal, 
especially when body types run the 
gamut from gym-toned to supersized. 
Getting the right fit is a multistep 
process that's well worth the investmen 


Suit -TOPMAN 
Polo - 5 CM 
Tie - 5 CM 
Pants -5 CM 


a SHOULDERS FIRST 

The point where the padding meets 
the sleeve seam should end where 
your shoulders ends. Get this right in 
the store, and you're on your way. 


C GET WAISTED 


Alter the jacket to nip in slightly 
at the waist for a cleaner, leaner, 
silhouette. 


D COVER YOUR ASS 


Pick a jacket that hangs no lower 
than your balls. Your legs will look 
longer. You'll look taller. 


e CHOPTROU 

Take in the trousers to fit 
comfortable at the waist without a 
belt. 


f BREAK IT DOWN 


Hem the pants so they just hit the 
top of the shoe. Slightly taper the 
legs so they don't flap around like 
Hammer pants. 


BESPOKE 

BRUISERS 

TOUGH GUYS WHO KNOW 


HOWTO WEAR A SUIT 


b SLIM THE SLEEVES 


Here's where the tailor comes in. The 
sleeve should break just above the 
wrist joint and leave half an inch of 
shirt cuff exposed. Slightly taper the 
sleeves if they look too baggy. 










Polo/pique 
printed shirt - TOPMAN 
Bow tie - TOPMAN 
Pants - TOPMAN 


GE 


HIGH PERFORMANCE 
MEETS HIGH STYLE 

Take aTcue from'athletes who kn.ow the 
game of life as much about fashion as 
it is about attraction. Whether you're a 
pro or a Joe,-you should look smart oft 
the court or the field. A crisp-collared 
shirt, a fitted sweater and above alia 
pair of plastic-frame-eye-glasses will do 
the trick. . 


Specs Appeal 

LOOK SMART IN RETRO 
GLASSES 








HOWTO ROCK 
A SCARF 


Over the years., "rock and roll" has been used 
-to' describe a look th-at often'veered a Bitioo' 
costumey (Ceelo Green channeling-Mad 
Max; Elton John channeling himself). Today it 
means.wearing something, with a little, attitude 
(leather, dark sunglasses, and a well-chosen, 
hat)^a performance these musicians have 
mastered and anyone can pull off. 


Nothing takes an outfit 
from run-of-the-mill to 
rock royalty more than a 
scarf. Of all the ways to 
tie one, the "fake knot" 
hits that sweet spot 
between intentional and 
casual. 


THEY OWN THE STREETS 
THE WAY THEY OWN 
THE STAGE 


Pants - 5CM' 
Shirt -TOPMAN 
Hoodie - TOPMAN 


o Drape the scarf 
around the back of your 
neck and tie a loose 
knot at one end. 


Pass the other end 
through the knot. 

Tighten the knot 
until it comes up just to 
your Adam's apple. 


Menswear designer. Fashion Star mentor and 
hard-core audiophile John Varvatos designs 
clothes that help mere mortals channel their 
inner rock god and actual rock gods achieve 
sartorial splendor. (Artists from Iggy Pop to 
ZZ Top have appeared in his ad campaigns.) 
Here are his rules for dressing like a rock star. 


i EMBODY IT 

"Not everybody has a rock-god body— 
most rockers were rail thin—so the most 
important thing to think about it what's 
going to look good on you. You need to be 
comfortable with what you're wearing. Not 
a lot of guys can show up in a top hat like 
Slash does and not have everybody laugh at 
them. Swagger is key." 


2 INVEST IN A CLASSIC 
LEATHER JACKET 

"The best leather jackets are the ones that 
feel as if they have a history to them, like 
they've been around forever. You want one 
that will feel just as relevant when you pull 
it out of the closet 10 years from now." 


3 DON'TSKIPTHESHADES 

"Sunglasses give an air of intrigue and 
inaccessibility. I'm writing a book for 
HarperCollins about rock fashion, and 
there's a quote from Patti Smith where she 
says her sunglasses are such an important 
part of her look that she couldn't conceive 
of going onstage without them any more 
than she'd go onstage without her guitar." 
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CASUAL, CREATIVE 
IN CONTROL 


A true artist tells a story even vvhen 
he's not on-screen. These, actors wear 
classic clothes with, a weathered look 
that speaks of experience and a life 
well lived. 


Blue knitted scarF 
- ZARA MAN 


Red beannie 
- SM MEN'S STORE 
Gray beannie - TO PM AN 


-.Dark blue midcut shoes 
-FLYING DUTCHMAN 


Pants, plaid polo, jacket - 5CM 
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THE NEW RULES OF 
BLACK TIE 


i DO THE MATH 

Factor in the rental cost plus the time 
spent on fitting, picking up and then 
returning the tuxedo, and you might as 
well buy. The Italian-made Ludlow tuxedo 
from J. Crew costs about $700 and will 
serve you at all three of your weddings. 

i BOWTIENOTREQUIRED 

You can wear a normal tie with a tuxedo 
that's cut on the slim side. 

1 PASS ON THE PLEATS 

A crisp white dress shirt looks sharp and 
can be worn with regular suit the rest of 
the year. Nothing says senior prom like 
tuxedo studs in a pleated shirt. 

1 COPY CLOONEY 

Whether you rent or buy, emulate George 
Clooney for that classic old-Hollywood 
look: single button jacket with a notch 
lapel, bow tie, no cummerbund. 


FORWARD 

FORMALISTS 

FUR-THESE MEN, LOOKING 
GOOD IS BLACK AND , WHITE : 

We're living in the golden age of the tuxedo: The mobster 
black-on-black look is out and the Sinatra traditional look 
is back—but not so much that you can't tweak tradition. 
These gentlemen grace the red carpet with a style that's 
the perfect balance Of formal and personal. 


Although tuxedos have gotten 
more casual in recent years 
that doesn't mean you should 
coordinate your bow tie with your 
date's gown. A tuxedo should be 
black. The shirt should be white. 
And yes, you should buy one. 
Here's the new formal formula. 


Suit with pants - 5CM 
Polo - 5CM 
Tie - 5CM 

Belt - ANTHONY M0RAT0 















V PLAYBOY NEWS 

PLAYBOY PH CEO CELEBRATES 
EIFTH YEAR OF SUCCESS 

It's full steam ahead for PLAYBOY Philippines this 2013. The month of April marks 
the Fifth Anniversary of the magazine and this can only mean that better and 
bigger things are set to come. To celebrate this momentous occasion, Sam Cu, 
CEO of PLAYBOY Philippines, recently went on a trip to PLAYBOY Enterprises 
headquarters in the US with close friends and allies. "I am proud of what we have 
accomplished here in the Philippines, and I am looking forward to being able to 
take the magazine and the brand to even greater heights in the future," he said. 

He further added that readers can rest assured that the people behind the 
magazine will continue to do its utmost best to give its readers in-depth features 
and commentaries, news on the best and latest in technology, entertainment, and 
lifestyle, and, naturally, hotter women. 










































7TH VVMJAX. 


SCHEDULE 


Registration Opens 
Morning Buffet 




Sam Cu 


ARISTOCRAT 7TH ANNUAL ASIA PACIFIC GOLF DAY 2013 

What is business without a round of golf ? Boss Sam, as the PLAYBOY CEO is affectionately called around the 
office, decided to take a detour to Macau after his US trip and before heading home to Manila to participate in 
the Aristocrat 7th Annual Asia Pacific Golf Day 2013 to take in a bit of golf. No word yet on how he fared. 


7TH ANNUAL ASIA PACIFIC GOLF DAY 2013 

THURSDAY. 21 ST MARCH 2013 

MACAU GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 



PLAYBOY PH AWARDED 'SUPERBRAND' TIRE 

PLAYBOY PH is adding another feather to its cap as it has just been named a 'Superbrand' by 
Superbrands Marketing International Inc., the local arm of an international marketing organization 
that awards companies the coveted title in recognition of its success as a brand. "I am grateful to the 
Superbrands Council for giving us this honor and, with this, we promise to give our readers higher 
quality content," said PLAYBOY Philippines CEO, Samson Cu, during the presentation ceremony. 














GrandMfat* 


GRAND WINNERS : 

MR. ART NATIVIDAD AND MS. ATHENA CATRIZ 


In the twelve years of the successful run of Mr. and Ms. Sexy Body 
produced by Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall, 2013 gave so much more to 
its followers, judges, and finalists with its partnership with PLAYBOY 
Philippines. 

Held at the Brick Road, the venue was filled with exotic hotness 
as the grand finalists strutted their safari-inspired bikinis. Hosted by 
Playmate of the Year 2011 Sky Aisuru and judged by personalities like 
film director Maryo J de los Reyes, Mr. Raymond Saldana and our very 
own Managing Director Stephanie Raquel, the show was crammed 
with excited fans as we added some Q & A to the top six finalists. 

The event was also graced by our September 2011 cover ladies 
The Mocha Girls. After pulling a very hot performance by the number 
one girl group in the country, Sta. Lucia finally announced Mr. Art 
Natividad and MS. Athena Catriz as the newest title holders who 
not only showed off their fit bodies but also exemplified wit and 
confidence. 

Sta. Lucia Mall and PLAYBOY Philippines congratulates 
all the finalists and thanks all who made the 12 th year of the grand 
bikini pageant Mr. and Ms. Sexy Body a success! 






CAR... 

Continued from page 93 

carefully enunciated. It comes naturally. Ralph 
Rogers, Jay's beloved grandfather, was the business- 
savvy son of a Russian immigrant. He earned his 
first million in a small Boston finance company 
by the time he was 30, then parlayed that into an 
even greater fortune in an aircraft company before 
the Indian Motorcycle debacle ruined him. He then 
picked himself up, headed to Dallas for his rheumatic 
fever and made his second fortune in cement and 
steel. Ralph's son and Jay's father, John Sr., attended 
Harvard, went to work for his father and then set out 
for Houston, where he befriended a wealthy widow 
who owned a large chunk of the downtown area 
called Westchase. John Sr. borrowed money, bought 
the property, developed it and rapidly became one 
of the richest men in the city, with more than $100 
million in assets. 

Around the time Jay was born, John Sr. decided to 
hand over the running of his real estate empire to a 
younger man and moved to Palm Beach, where he 
had spent much of his childhood. The Rogerses lived 
in a mansion once owned by the granddaughter of 
Henry Morrison Flagler, the 19th century oil baron 
who was responsible for turning Florida into a 
recreation retreat. They lived like maharajahs. The 
children—Jay, his two older brothers and their 
sister—dressed for dinner every evening, and the 
servers wore white gloves. They were raised by 
an English governess. They all attended Groton, 
where Franklin Roosevelt and other children of the 
American aristocracy matriculated, and then went 
to Yale, all except Jay, who, in an act of defiance, 
decided to attend Princeton instead. 

"It was a charmed and wonderful way to grow 
up," Rogers says now. But in 1986, when Jay was 
13 and at Groton, his parents convened a family 
meeting in a suite at the Ritz-Carlton hotel in 
Boston. "We have some things we need to talk 
about," his father, then 53, said solemnly. "Life is 
going to change." The savings-and-loan scandal had 
erupted, and John Sr., who had bought his properties 
by leveraging his resources, was highly exposed. 
His assets were reduced 
to nothing. In addition, 
the government sought 
restitution for the loans 
he had gotten from 
various banks that had 
gone into receivership. 

And just like that, 
everything changed 
for Jay Rogers, exactly 
as his father had said. 

The homes were sold, 
the jets were sold, and 
finally the Mikado, a 
150-foot yacht John Sr. had built in Japan to sail with 
his family around the world—a "voyage of denial," 
Jay calls it—was sold. Disgraced, the family had to 
make excuses to friends about why they no longer 
lived as extravagantly as they had. "My mother went 
into a black hole for a decade," Jay says now. He 
could go to Princeton only because his tuition was 
footed by his older siblings. "My journey started at 
13," he says. And he remembers thinking, How can 
I get back to where I was? That was the flame that 
ignited Local Motors—a flame of vindication for Jay 
Rogers and for his father. 

But it was also a flame of rebellion. Rogers 
wasn't going to do things the way everyone else 


in his family had, the way American elites typically 
had. That was what had undone his father. Rogers 
wanted to swim against the tide. Still, it took a 
while for the rebellion to brew. It was a measure 
of his uncertainty that when a friend challenged 
him to do real public service and join the armed 
forces, Rogers promptly called a recruiter, who was 
shocked that a Princeton student would want to 
join the Marines. That plan was derailed when he 
broke his hip training for the Philadelphia Marathon 
and couldn't pass the physical. 

So Rogers reluctantly returned to the traditional 
path. After graduation he went to work for his 
father, who, in his own attempt at vindication, 
had raised money from friends to start a company 
selling diabetes meters overseas. (After a 10- 
year legal battle, Rogers says, John Sr. had been 
exonerated of wrongdoing.) Rogers wanted to 
assist in the comeback. The company failed, and Jay 
wound up working as an analyst at an investment 
firm in Dallas. Rogers hated the job, and when one 
of the partners, a former general, asked him what 
he really wanted to do with his life, Rogers candidly 
answered that he wanted to run his own business 
and be a "great leader of people." The general 
suggested that if he wanted to learn how to lead 
he should join the military. When Rogers told him 
about his medical disqualification, the general 
promised to get him into the service. 

That's how Jay Rogers wound up in the Marine 
Corps at the age of 26. He admits it was a peculiar 
thing to do. Hisfamily was bewildered, and hetooka 
fair amount of abuse from his fellow cadets for being 
an Ivy Leaguer. But joining was Rogers's declaration 
that he wasn't going to play by the old rules. His life 
had always been "extremely regimented," as he put 
it. "It was time to do something that was my own." 
And as Rogers says now, "I loved it, loved it, loved it, 
loved it," especially the physical and psychological 
toughness of it. He finished the Basic School first 
in his class and had just taken over his first platoon 
when 9/11 hit. 

Rogers did a tour of duty in the Philippines and 
another in Iraq as an aide to a general heading up 
a strike group. When he left the corps after seven 
years, the general asked him what he wanted to do 
next, and that is when Rogers revealed his plans: 

He said he wanted to start 
either a global intelligence¬ 
gathering agency 

deploying mercenaries 
to provide information to 
private businesses and 
governments, or a car 
company. The general 
told Rogers he needed 
to transition out of the 
Marines and into business 
and advised him to apply to 
business school. 

Whatever lessons Rogers 
eventually learned in pursuit of an MBA, Local 
Motors is very much the product of his -Marine 
Corps training, and he says he could never have 
run the company without it. Obviously LM isn't 
buttoned-down, but it is combat ready. Marine 
jargon and dicta pepper Rogers's conversations on 
the company's principles: the OODA loop (observe, 
orient, decide, act); shoot, move, communicate; 
what did I do yesterday, what did I do today, what's 
in my way; the emphasis on decentralization and 
on responsibility. He clearly still has the discipline 
of a marine. When he isn't on the road raising 
money—which is half the time now—his days 
begin early, often at 5:30, and don't end until eight 
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or nine in the evening when he makes the half-hour 
drive home. He gets more than a thousand e-mails 
a day. And his military training has helped him deal 
with the pressures of building a new company. "I 
never really had heartburn until I was a marine in 
combat/' he says. "But I never had heartburn like I 
had in my life until I was a CEO about to run out of 
money. It's harder than being in combat." 

When he left the corps, in 2005, he entered 
Harvard Business School. Just as he was an oddity 
in the Marines for being an Ivy Leaguer, he was 
an oddity in the Ivy League for having been in the 
Marines. At 32 he was the oldest person in his class, 
and he never socialized. Instead he spent nearly all 
his time working on two business plans—one for 
his intelligence-gathering service, the other for 
his automobile company. When he broached the 
idea of starting a new car company to his fellow 
students, they thought he was nuts. Rogers thought 
they were too blind to see they were missing out 
on the future. But there was one student, older like 
Rogers, who had grown up in Dearborn, earned an 
engineering degree and worked at Ford, and he 
was intrigued. Rogers and the student, Jeff Jones, 
became confederates. 

Rogers knew he wanted to start a car company, 
but he hadn't nailed down most of the details. 
So he and Jones took two grants Harvard had 
awarded Rogers for his business plan and began 
their tour. This is when they visited the Dearborn 
truck plant. They also visited Tesla Motors; the Art 
Center College of Design in Pasadena, which trains 
industrial designers; an electric bike factory; a kit- 
car company in Massachusetts named Factory Five 
Racing; race car impresario Chip Ganassi's NASCAR 
garage in North Carolina, which inspired LM's own 
immaculate micro-factory; and Brammo, a small 
company headquartered in Ashland, Oregon that 
makes eye-catching light electric motorcycles one 
by one. 

If Rogers had had his first eureka moment in 
Dearborn watching the factory shut down, he had 
his second late at night on his flight back from 
Ashland. The Big Three were committed to steel¬ 
bodied cars built on an assembly line, he thought. 
Rogers's own company would be committed to cars 
without steel intensity—fiberglass cars—and it 
would assemble them the way Brammo assembled 
its motorcycles: individually, by hand, on the 
company's premises. In fact, the buyer would, 
under the tutelage of a builder-trainer, construct 
a car himself. "That was the whole concept right 
there," Rogers says—or at least that was the whole 
concept before he decided to crowdsource the 
design of the car. 

Over dinner he and Jones formed a partnership 
to create a new automotive company. Rogers's die 
had been cast. 

At least that's what he thought. But on the 
morning of March 16, 2007 he answered a knock 
at his door and found Jones with tears in his 
eyes. Jones said he couldn't do it. It was too big a 
risk. It was a risk for Rogers too. He had received 
two extremely lucrative offers, from McKinsey 
consulting and a philanthropy, and they had given 
him an ultimatum. That night Rogers fell ill. He 
couldn't sleep. The next morning, on the day of 
decision, he desperately called Mark Smith, co¬ 
owner of Factory Five, the kit-car company, and 
asked what he should do. Smith jumped on his 
motorcycle and met Rogers in Harvard Square. If 
Rogers wanted to start a new car company, then he 
should, and Smith would help him. 

• 

The biggest impediment to starting a car company 


is financing. Rogers's first investor was Smith, 
but Smith didn't provide money. Factory Five 
was situated in an industrial park in Wareham, 
Massachusetts, and it had extra space, a 20-by- 
50-foot storeroom, which it gave to Local Motors. 
Smith also let Rogers pick two of his engineers, 
and Smith continued to pay their salaries as they 
investigated all sorts of things from 3-D printing 
to turning drawings into computer-aided designs 
to finding new materials that would pass federal 
safety tests. Finding willing investors was harder, 
and Rogers is still bitter about it. Venture capital 
is eager to fund "another corporate Twitter 
messaging service," he complains, but LM hasn't 
attracted a single corporate investor. Asked how 
many times he has been told by a potential investor 
that it is crazy to start a car company, especially in 
a recessionary economy, Rogers says "at least 400." 
He now has 40 individual investors, who have put 
$12 million into the company. Half are friends and 
acquaintances. 

By the time he set up shop in Wareham early 

Thai is what he calls 
the “third industrial 
reuolution,” after 
the hrst industrial 
reuolution, which in the 
19th century mechanized 
tashs preuiously -done 
by hand; and the second 
industrial reuolution, 
which in the 20th 
century ushered in mass 
production. 

in 2008, Rogers had a concept and he had seed 
money. What he lacked was a car. He hadn't started 
the company with the idea that the cars would 
be designed by a communif^But then he saw a 
presentation by Threadless, a T-shirt company 
whose designs are submitted by members of a web 
community, which then collectively -selects the 
best ones to print on shirts. That got Rogers thinking 
about how community sourcing might work in the 
auto industry. As Rogers saw it, corporations had 
traditionally owned everything their employees 
produced, and most manufacturing was top 
down—by corporations for the consumer. But the 
internet had begun to change that. "The point," he 
says, "is that the individual is really the one who 
could have the power." 

That is what he calls the "third industrial 
revolution," after the first industrial revolution, 
which in the 19th century mechanized tasks 
previously done by hand; and the second industrial 
revolution, which in the 20th century ushered in 
mass production. The third industrial revolution 
would be digital, and it would birth an economy 
in which individuals, not corporations, made the 
decisions about what got made. In effect, the web 
is the new corporation, which is why LM exists as 
much online as in its micro-factory. 

Web crowdsourcing is precisely how the Rally 
Fighter came into being. Rogers recruited CIO Tim 
Thomas to set up a website and invited designers 
to post their drawings there, where they could be 
seen and commented on by the LM staff, -including 
Rogers, and other members of the community. To 
kick-start the site, he visited various design schools 


and invited students to submit sketches. As a 
further inducement, he launched competitions 
and offered prize money, with the winners chosen 
by a vote of the community. -Rogers said he knew 
the concept would work when the winner of his 
first competition went online to praise a rival's 
submission. They were -communicating. 

That rival was a Korean-born student at the 
Art Center in Pasadena named Sangho Kim. When 
Rogers began a competition to design an off-road 
vehicle for the Southwest, Kim's submission, Rogers 
thought, had the sweep of a Japanese samurai 
castle. The community responded enthusiastically, 
and the design won. When Rogers decided it was 
time for LM to actually make a vehicle, he chose 
Kim's design. Rogers admits the team was divided 
over which car to make, and in the best of all 
possible worlds the community would have had 
the final vote. But he felt the community had too 
few members at the time—roughly 20,000 post 
comments now, 200 of them daily—and that LM's 
first vehicle had to hit a specific niche that no other 
car company was hitting. The community continued 
to weigh in, making alterations to the design and 
even to the engineering, protesting that the BMW 
diesel engine the company had selected would be 
too difficult to service in the desert. As a result, it 
instead chose a Chevy LS3, the engine that powers 
the Corvette. 

From design to production wasn't exactly an 
exercise in Henry Ford efficiency. In the first place, 
the Wareham storeroom was not big enough to make 
the car, so Rogers picked up the entire operation and 
moved it to a former -recreation-vehicle showroom 
off the highway in suburban Phoenix, a location that 
fit the idea of an off-road desert car. 

While it takes Ford, GM and Chrysler anywhere 
from five to seven years to design and manufacture 
a car, LM had the Rally Fighter ready in less than 
18 months. Similarly, when the Defense Advanced 
^Research Projects Agency, an arm of the 
Department of Defense, approached LM about 
designing and manufacturing a prototype for a 
military reconnaissance and recovery vehicle, LM 
produced the car in just over four months, after 
receiving 162 official submissions for the design. 
President Obama attended the unveiling, shook 
hands with Rogers and saluted all those who had 
contributed to the design. 

That was the high point. The low point came 
in June 2011 when, after spending $3 million and 
producing 11 Rally Fighters, Rogers decided to shut 
down production. The community had suggested 
some tweaks he knew would improve the ear¬ 
things like better suspension and a cleaner fit on 
the doors—so Rogers went to his investors and 
asked for $300,000. Board members Mark Smith 
and financier Tom Lehrman suggested Rogers ice 
the Rally Fighter and raise money by conducting 
more competitions with corporate partners. 
When he broke the news to his team, they were 
stunned—not that the board would propose such 
an idea but that Rogers would seriously entertain 
it. That shook him out of his daze. Instead of 
shutting down, Rogers repriced the car at $75,000 
(it had been selling for $50,000), then went out 
and raised $2.7 million in two weeks to finance 
the design changes. In six months the Rally Fighter 
was back in production, but, Rogers admits, "it was 
wrenching." During the downtime he had to fire 
the entire production floor. 

• 

When Rogers talks about his community, he 
fairly beams. To supporters and critics alike, the 
advantage of using a community is that you get 
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thousands of ideas and critiques—the wisdom of 
the crowd—without having to pay for it (other 
than the $10,000 in prize money LM awards its 
winners). The winners have no financial stake in 
their designs unless the company actually makes 
them; they operate by the terms of the Creative 
Commons, a group that promotes open sourcing, 
making information freely available to everyone. 
Indeed, if this is the first community-sourced 
car company, it is also the first open-sourced car 
company. The Big Three don't give their secrets 
away. All of LM's specs are listed online, and anyone 
can make a Rally Fighter in his garage, if he has the 
wherewithal, without having to pay the company 
a dime. LM even provides a wiki that takes people 
step-by-step through the process. 

But Rogers is convinced the third industrial 
revolution is not just about money. It is about 
happiness. What community members get, he says, 
is the satisfaction of seeing their designs realized 
if they win, an international community of like- 
minded people to provide support and feedback, 
professional online tools such as CAD at a nominal 
cost to make it easier to convert drawings into 
plans and the opportunity to showcase work in 
the larger design community. (Rogers is certain the 
site is monitored by traditional auto companies.) 
Victor Garcia, who submitted the winning design 
for the DARPA vehicle, is now working at the 
Peterbilt truck company, and Sangho Kim is 
working for GM in Korea. Kim's name also adorns 
every Rally Fighter on a metal plate the way an 
artist's signature identifies a canvas. 

Rogers thinks the same satisfactions motivate 
the folks who buy the car. Obviously they are well- 
heeled enough to purchase an expensive car in 
difficult economic times, but Rogers believes there is 
a deeper appeal than owning a new trinket. He calls 
it the "build experience"—the opportunity to make 
your own car, doing everything from designing the 
images that adorn the wrap to tightening the bolts. 
The experience takes six days. It could be a father 
and his son, or a few friends, or even a husband 
and a wife. Clients aren't mechanics. Some of them 
have never even used a screwdriver. But the building 
experience is a path to the bonding experience. 
Builder-trainer Mike Pisani says, "We are trying to 
create the Disney World of automotive experience. 
You're not just swapping cash for a car." 

In a way, that is the primary force behind 
the third industrial revolution: bringing people 
together, sometimes in new and unusual ways. 
Local Motors has held design competitions with 
Shell Oil for local energy-efficient vehicles, with the 
B'Twin bicycle company for an adult tricycle, with 
Peterbilt trucks for a new flagship vehicle, with 
Domino's Pizza for a customized -pizza-delivery car 
and even with Reebok for an automobile-inspired 
sneaker. While the main participants are aspiring 
designers, truck drivers signed on for the Peterbilt 
project, and pizza-delivery workers entered the 
Domino's contest. Moreover, Local Motors has 
deals with Snap-on Tools, Lincoln Electric, Siemens 
PLM Software (to provide CAD to the community 
for a nominal price) and 3M, which produces the 
wrap the Rally Fighter uses instead of paint. 

Traditional car companies, however, are 
skeptical. The head of innovation at GM visited the 
Arizona facility and came away baffled. "He didn't 
get it at all," Rogers says. He attributes it to the fact 
that most automobile executives, though eager to 
learn how to move cars via the internet, do not 
like cars very much, not the way he does. He is 
especially lathered over a lead automotive analyst 
who called the iPhone the "new Mustang," as if 


social networking could replace the automobile. 

Even so, LM partnered with GM in overturning 
a California regulation that prohibited taking an 
engine from one car and putting it in another (as 
LM did with the Chevy LS3) for fear that emissions 
controls would be circumvented. The companies 
were, as Rogers says, "strange bedfellows." LM is 
also collaborating with BMW on a plan in which LM 
would use its international community to design 
local vehicles for specific areas and then have BMW 
manage some of the micro-factories. 

Rogers claims he has already made more cars 
than Preston Tucker, and he believes his company 
will be profitable by the end of 2013, not just from 
car sales but from competition partnerships and 
selling CAD software to the community. Because 
his overhead is so low, he says he needs to sell 
only five cars a month to get there. But then there 
are those industrial vistas that stretch far beyond 
turning a profit. Already LM is working on a two- 
seat "tandem car" that is being both designed 
and engineered by the LM online community 
with the intention of providing specs so anyone 
can build the car at home for as little as $10,000. 
The company is examining how to energize the 
engineering community, which currently has only 
50 regular participants, and make it as active as 
the design community in the hope that LM might 
someday make its own engine. It is also looking for 
global partners, both corporate and governmental, 
especially since the regulatory hurdles in the 
developing world are much lower than those in the 
United States. 

But as almost everyone at LM says, the objective 
is to be more than just a car company. The 
objective is to be the online transportation hub 
of the world: the place where anyone interested 
in transportation, be it cars, boats, bicycles, 
trains or planes, can go to discuss, design and 
engineer vehicles. Already in garages, basements 
and warehouses around the country there are 
hundreds of "hacker spaces"—guerrilla labs where 
anyone who wants to make something can hang 
out with other tinkerers, use equipment and 
produce things. LM has drawn on several of these in 
Phoenix for ideas, and it has turned its own micro¬ 
factory into a hacker space on Thursday nights. 
Over time it could become the biggest virtual 
hacker space in the world. As Isaac Olson, LM's 
engineering-community liaison, sees it, someday 
the company may serve as an exchange, showing 
people how to realize their plans by connecting 
them to manufacturers and others with expertise. 
Designer Aurel Francois agrees. He sees LM not just 
as a potential Facebook for designers but also as a 
potential eBay for transportation design. 

"I think Local Motors is going to be a household 
name in five years," CIO Tim Thomas predicts. "What 
we're doing is completely different, and what we 
produce is very passionate." Of course LM could also 
wind up on the trash heap. But if it succeeds, Jay 
Rogers may turn out to be a 21st century business 
legend—the man who showed ordinary people 
how to beat corporations at their own game, the 
man who fought industrial inertia and won and, not 
least of all, the man who did something so gigantic 
and revolutionary that it demonstrated his own 
fortitude and burnished the Rogers name after his 
father's setback. That's why Jay Rogers is all-in. He 
can't afford to lose. 
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FACILITIES AND SERVICES 

• 31 Balinese - Filipino style rooms with 
garden and ocean view rooms 

• Spa Luana 

• Infinity Swimming Pools 

• The Big Kahuna Restaurant and Bar 

• Function Room 

• Kahuna Cafe (serving gourmet hot and 
cold coffees) 

• 24-hour Security 

• Concierge Services and many local 
activities 

• Daily Housekeeping 

• Laundry & Dry Cleaning 

• Stoked Surf Shop 

• Surf Lessons 

STANDARD FEATURES IN ALL ROOMS 

• Large Flat Screen TV with Cable Signal 

• DVD Player 

• Air Conditioning 

• Garden sitting area for each room 

• Balinese style bathrooms with hot and 
cold shower 

• Bath Guest Amenities 

• Complete Mini-bar setup 

• Safety Deposit Box inside the room 

for inquiries, contact us: 

+6372 607 1040 | +63917 8856566 
www.kahunaresort.com 

located at Urbiztondo, San Juan La Union, 

Philippines 



FACES<§?CURVES 

ReCREATE YOUR BEAUTY 


722.8405 

ANNAPOLIS . GREENHILLS . SAN JUAN 

facesandcurves.com 
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ADVERTISE 
lobie Reprado 

+63-917-PIAYR0Y+63-02-631-1274 

jobie@pbphil.com 


Tower Cafe 


iVhers rmiumlsmile ij mioraJfor fife. 

Q) 468-6978 


LFnil 604 The One Executive OfJice Building 
<5 Wta Avenue, Quezon City 
Tel. No. <02)466-^970 I {09011957-217S 
www.dnntjllin1.com.pli 


Cherry blossoms motel 


Room 1 ; and Suites 


S 50 Jcwgc Jloccto Extenakii 
I jmilii. Mauiti, Phi Lipping, KKK) 

Id.. {632>7tJS.WGI Cl. 10 
lm: (632) 522.1] 73 

I'.iiuiil: dit i.#c Imiyl •Utww.n I hi hud. cenii.ph 
’tVebsttf: www. chenyta IcssooitilHlel. so u 


SNAPsho^ 


SNAPSHOT CAFE STUDIO 

2nd Floor Westlife Place Build¬ 
ing, cor. West Avenue and 
Bulacan St., Quezon City. 
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SUGAR... 

Continued from page 59 

I was banking it," she explains. And if a rich 
boyfriend offered her money? "I'm still making 
Mom and Dad happy," she says, "because I can 
use his money to get that designer dress. I can 
use his money to get Jimmy Choo shoes." 

Now Kelly is like a missionary for the sugar 
lifestyle. She sees the college boy with his shirt 
open showing off his abs and thinks nothing 
at all. But an older guy with a briefcase and a 
hint of gray? Hot. With summer break coming, 
she's even planning to fly Jodie to the coast 
to introduce her to a distinguished older 
gentleman (we'll call him the Executive). This is 
because sugar relationships have a shelf life of 
about six months, says Kelly. Then it's often on 
to the next thing for all involved. 

After all, Jodie's used to the lifestyle now. "It's 
like a special thing," Jodie says. "Pretty much 
helping me out." Jodie is very happy to get 
Kelly's advice. "Kelly knows everything in this 
industry," she says. 

Kelly's eyebrows go up. "Industry?" 

"I mean lifestyle," Jodie says. "I don't even know 
what to call it. She knows what she's talking 
about. I mean, they even go so far as to tell me, 
'Do not cut up all your meat before you eat it. 

Cut it one slice at a time.'" 

"Yeah, I'm teaching her: Put your napkin in 
your lap; don't suck down your wine in one 
gulp.... I'm teaching her, like, 10 years' worth of 
knowledge in one month," Kelly says. 

This is fundamental to the sugar experience, 

Jim says. "When you read some of the 
traditional literature about sugar daddy-sugar 
baby relationships, one of the big attractions 
for young women is the mentoring aspect. 

That sounds trite until you experience it. It is 
actually one of the more valuable parts of the 
relationship to the young lady. And it's fun for 
us too." 

Of course, the lessons extend to sex. They don't 
go into detail about this, but Jim gives a hint 
in a smile that speaks of satisfaction with a 
solemn responsibility properly discharged. "I can 
tell you, the next guy she meets is going to be 
much happier than the last guy she dated," he 
says. 

"I tell her things that maybe her mother should 
but would never," Kelly says. 

"We just don't have, like, boundaries," Jodie 
says. "I mean, in the eyes of society we're all 
sinners; we've all just thrown our morals out the 
window. So everything's just out on the table." 
Back in Boston, Jodie has a serious boyfriend 
who wants to marry her. She doesn't feel she's 
cheating, because they have a no-tell rule while 
she's at school. But it would be the end if he 
ever found out. At the same time, she feels 
really close to Kelly and Jim. "Hopefully when 
I'm married and I'm older," she says, "I'll still 
keep in touch with you guys." 

• 

t lunch the next day Jim finally 
gets a chance to tell his own story. 
He grew up relatively middle-class, 
he says. 

"Jim's version of middle-class is my version of 
upper-class," Kelly says. 

"We lived in a very middle-class house." 

"You lived in the nicest neighborhood in 
town." 


"No, no, no, we didn't, actually." 

"He's lying." 

Jim rolls his eyes. "Anyway, I was middle-class 
my whole life, but I was very happy." 

He ended up making millions in banking and 
marrying a beautiful woman who didn't much 
care for sex. They had kids. She got depressed. 
Life turned gray. Counseling failed. Finally Jim 
felt he had two choices. "I could stay in the 
marriage and be miserable, or get a divorce, 
which I didn't want to do for the kids," he says. 
A third choice occurred to him, but his wife 
caught him and initiated divorce proceedings. 
Free at last, he was ready to fulfill his fantasies. 

A friend advised him to play the field, but Jim 
quickly found that a 50-year-old man with a 
taste for plaid was something less than a sex 
magnet. He went back to his helpful friend. 
"Well, the first thing is you're driving a Ford 
Taurus," his friend said. "Go buy a nice car." 
Ridiculous, Jim insisted. Women aren't that 
shallow. They'll see through that right away. 

But he tried it. "What I found is if I picked a 
woman up in a Rolls and was wearing a nice 
suit, I was going to get laid." Fancy cars and 
expensive clothes were the male version of big 
boobs. 

From the book he found his way to the Seeking 
Arrangement website, which certifies the 
assets of its sugar daddies and sugar couples 
so potential sugar babies know what they're 
getting into. 

Jim got certified to $10 million and began to 
experiment. He became obsessed with beauty, 
and, man, was it a rush. But like all rushes it 
faded, and he found himself stuck with too 
many vacuous beauties. So he started focusing 
on personality. 

This led to an unexpected pleasure when one 
young woman he dated, someone he genuinely 
liked, admitted that she'd gotten deep into 
money problems that even Jim's monthly 
sweetener couldn't resolve. He got out his 
calculator and spreadsheets and helped her 
restructure her finances. After that, mentoring 
became a large part of his pleasure in the 
sugar lifestyle. "I really do feel like I'm making 
a positive contribution to society and to these 
girls in particular," he says. 

Jim and Kelly insist there's a difference between 
a college girl paying her tuition and a full-time 
sex worker paying her rent. "Because then it 
becomes prostitution," Jim says. (Alas, the cop 
who answered the phone at the Atlanta Police 
Department snorted in derision at this notion. 
"You can't pay for sex for any monetary gain," 
he said.) 

"The idea that someone I'm going to be with 
has been with five guys already, that's just gross 
to me," Kelly says. 

"We're in a difficult position to be judging 
anyone," Jim says, "but that's not attractive. It's 
just not attractive." 

"I'm very much a feminist," Kelly says. "I think 
women should support themselves, not rely on 
a guy." 

And what about the idea that for someone as 
young as Jodie, being a sugar baby might be a 
formative experience that will warp her life? 

"She was on the website already," Kelly says. 

"We didn't go drag her on the website." 

In Jim's mind, that's one more reason to like 
college girls. They're smart enough to make 
thoughtful decisions. Jodie knows what she 
wants from life and is taking pragmatic steps to 
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achieve it. Jim admires that. "If she thought we 
were taking advantage of her," he says, "she 
wouldn't be doing this." 

• 

et's get a little more comfortable, 
shall we? Into the Rolls! Oh, how 
beautifully money expresses itself 
in stitched-leather seats and a 
hammered-aluminum dashboard. "Nothing bad 
ever happens in a Rolls-Royce," says Jodie. 

An hour's drive brings us to Jim and Kelly's 
gorgeous home in an Atlanta suburb. There's 
a sitting room with a family portrait, a dining 
room centered around an antique mahogany 
table, four large bedrooms and a magnificent 
kitchen: elegant yet homey. 

Kelly's daughter's room is an explosion of pink 
with castles and butterflies but no TV. Except 
for pre-screened Disney movies, Jennifer has 
never watched TV. "I don't want her to watch 
commercials and say commercial things and 
want things," Kelly says. 

Soon Jennifer comes home from school, a 
Hummel figurine in a white shirt and black 
skirt, her straight hair pulled back with a black 
headband. Kelly asks what she learned in 
school. 

"Nothing." 

"Nothing? I want to talk to your teacher!" 

At dinner, Vivaldi plays as Jim talks about his 
kids from his first marriage, how they're sending 
out resumes, looking for jobs, how tough things 
are now. The housekeeper sits with them. 

Then Kelly takes Jennifer off to bed and Jim 
sits down to explore the latest offerings from 
Seeking Arrangement. Since these relationships 
tend to fade out and Kelly wants a date night 
once a week, Jim does a little bit of this every 
day. Right now he's looking for Jodie's summer 
replacement. His in-box has 182 messages. 

"Oh, it's just never-ending," he says. "We get 
four or five e-mails a day, on the weekends 20 
or 30 a day. There's no way you could meet all 
these girls." 

Here's a 20-year-old hardbody from Turks and 
Caicos. "Hi, I am a young pretty sweetheart and 
would love to meet someone older, confident 
and kind." 

Jim likes her body, but she's not educated. 

Here's Nikki, a 21-year-old 
from New Jersey who 
specifically requests 
a sugar couple. 

That's unusual, 
though less 
unusual than 
it used to 
be. And she's a 
college student who 
says she's been through 
tough times, which is good 
because she's being honest. Jim 
cuts and pastes one of his prewritten 
responses: "Hi, I'm Jim, an old-school 
Southern gentleman...." 

Here's a prospect from San Francisco with an 
amazing body. "I'm a lusty, petite and curvy 
woman of passion and pleasure," she begins. 
She's overselling. Jim deletes her. 

When Kelly comes in, the delete rate soars. First 
to go is a 28-year-old who says she wants no 
less than $20,000 a month. "This is crazy talk," 
Kelly says. "I wouldn't even give this girl the 
time of day." 

Here's Taylor, a beauty from a small town in 


Alabama who "has some stresses a pretty girl 
shouldn't have to fret over." 

"She's a little chunky," Kelly says. She stops at a 
young blonde. "She looks hot. I go for blondes. 
How old is she?" 

Twenty-six. Which means she's probably 32, 

Kelly says. 

Delete. 

A professional musician strikes Jim as the 
perfect girl next door. Kelly disagrees. "I think 
this girl is a man." 

The next one's willing to relocate. "This girl 
needs a place to live," Kelly says. 

Should Kelly be a little more sensitive? Is it weird 
for a woman who calls herself a feminist to 
judge her sisters so harshly? 

"We just have our pick," says Kelly. "It sounds 
wrong and it's not very feminist, but it's a fact 
of life. And as the recession gets worse, it gets 
better." 

Finally they find a prospect who looks as though 
she walked out of a Victoria's Secret catalog. "If 
that's really her," Kelly says, "she's hot." 

Jim scans the profile. "Look, there's a comma 
after 'whoever.' And there's an ellipsis, and 
it's actually in the correct place. She can 
punctuate!" 

"This one will never go for us," Kelly says. 

"She's gorgeous, she's smart, she writes 
coherent sentences. She'll be going for a 
billionaire." 

This is where Jim takes over. "We'll find out," 
he says, executing a quick cut-and-paste, 
sending a blast of desire along with the 
hydraulic whoosh of outgoing e-mail: "Hi, I'm 
Jim, an old-school -Southern gentleman...." 

• 

In the morning Kelly comes 
down to the kitchen in a pair of 
pink Hello Kitty pajamas. Slicing 
strawberries for Jennifer's cereal, 
she announces her plans. "Mama's going to be 
gone tonight." 

"That's twice this week," Jennifer says. 

"I'll be back." 

"I don't know if you will," Jennifer says. 

"When do I not deliver on what I say? Your 
mom's a rock. If I say 

something, it happens. 
You don't have one 
of those flaky 
moms. The only 
thing that could 
keep me from 
making your soccer 
game is if there's a 
delay in flights, which I 
can't control." 

After good-bye kisses, Kelly 
heads out in the Navigator 
to pick up Jodie; today they're 
flying to the coast so Kelly can 
introduce Jodie to the Executive. 

This will probably lead to a three-way, 
which would be Kelly's first three-way 
without Jim since they got engaged. 

On the way, she tells her version of their 
story. She met Jim on Seeking Arrangement 
five years ago. At first she dated other sugar 
daddies, and Jim had other sugar babies. It was 
just fun, and Jim's secret kink tickled her fantasy. 
"The idea that my dorky boyfriend was banging 
these hot girls with huge tits," she says, "that 
turned me on." 

Gradually it became clear there was serious 





potential in the relationship. They clicked. Kelly 
is fire and Jim is earth, Kelly the hard-charger 
and Jim the quiet force who keeps everything 
in balance. Even their relatives thought so. Her 
mother told Jim, "Usually Kelly runs right over 
men, but you know when to shut her down." 

So Jim got serious about Kelly. How serious? As 
serious as the $150,000 Tiffany diamond that 
now glitters on her left hand. Serious enough to 
give up sugar and commit to a normal life as a 
normal couple. 

But when Kelly finally felt secure, finally felt sure 
she could trust Jim, she said, "I kind of miss the 
lifestyle, don't you?" 

Enter sugar babies and, eventually, Jodie. 

As Kelly gets closer to the college to pick 
up Jodie, she begins to get nervous. "Isn't it 
weird?" she says. "I'm picking up my girlfriend 
at her dorm." 

Jodie comes out with her bag and some 
homework. "I'm going to be really lame on this 
plane and work on a paper," she says. 

She's wearing a perfume called Victoria's Secret 
Bombshell. She also has a bottle of Chanel 
Mademoiselle. "One is my sexy scent, and one 
is my fun, flirty scent." 

That's good, Kelly says, because "happy 
and fun" is the theme of the weekend. The 
Executive doesn't like drama. 

At the airport Kelly gets disoriented in the 
parking lot and can't figure out where the 
terminal is. The momentary lack of control 
visibly upsets her. "Where the freak is the 
terminal?" 

"It says Delta right there," Jodie says patiently. 
The truth is, Kelly is nervous. A threesome? 
Without Jim? She and Jim came up with the 
idea over a bottle of wine and it sounded 
fun, but now it seems wrong. The Executive is 
richer than Jim and fitter too. Jim doesn't say 
anything, but she knows it bothers him. I'm not 
a sugar baby anymore, she thinks. 

Maybe she'll just do stuff with Jodie. 

In the meantime, a sugar mama has her 
responsibilities. Where was she? "The Executive 
is not married, he has two grown children...." 
Jodie thinks he's handsome, but clearly he has 
had work done. Kelly laughs. Jodie says, "You 
think I don't know what plastic surgery looks 
like?" 

"And that's the reason the Executive is a perfect 
choice for Jodie," Kelly says, "because Jodie 
wants to get her boobs done." 

Really? A beautiful girl like her? 

"I stunted my growth in gymnastics," Jodie 
says. "Four hours a day, including Saturday and 
Sunday. I didn't hit puberty until I was, like, 16." 
Kelly's eyes narrow. She turns her focus on 
Jodie. "Can you, like, do the splits?" 

"Yeah. Maybe. I haven't tried in a while." 
Perhaps it's the slight flaring of her nostrils or 
a sudden flush to her skin, but somehow Kelly 
gives off a flash of sexual heat that could light 
up an airport terminal. "I'd like to see that," she 
says. 

"I'll try," Jodie says. 

And off they go, bad and beautiful in their Lilly 
Pulitzers and Jimmy Choos, chasing glamour 
and moonlight and money while Jim surfs the 
Web at home, waiting patiently for another 
chance to raid the sugar bowl. 

□ 
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2010 APRIL Cover 


CONCEPT COVER 


One of the first from the Philippine edition's concept covers 
would be seen in our April 2010 Anniversary issue. The inside 
pages though shows the sexier side of Brazilian model Priscilla 
Monteiro who became close to the Filipinos because of her 
being part of the noontime show "Eat Bulaga." 



Ben Cabrera 

A Filipino who truly 
stands out in the 
Philippine Art, National 
Artist Ben Cab answered 
20 Questions in 2010. 
The legendary creative 
invited us into his Baguio 
home to chat about the 
life, career, and just what 
a National Artist does. 


NickOfferman 

We sit down with the 
manly, meat-eating and 
cult hero of parks and 
recreation. In the 2011 
Anniversary issue of 
PLAYBOY, Nick Offerman 
shares why he wants to 
be ugly and explains the 
charms of older women. 



Hugh Hefner 

In 2011, we featured 


Gringo Honasan 

Bobby Ortega's name is 


the PLAYBOY Interview : perhaps the most feared to 


of Hugh Hefner, the 
PLAYBOY patriarch. 

We go back to the 
stories of the esteemed 
founder who spent $800 
of his money for the 
first magazine and the 
numerous lovely ladies 
that he's been connected 


the denizens of our criminal 
underworld. With a lifetime 
of law enforcement and 
accomplishments under 
his belt being depicted 
everywhere from headlines 
to films on his life, Bobby 
Ortega's place in our 
popular consciousness is 
secure. We sat down with 


with over the decades. \ "Bungo" himself as he tells 


how it's done. 





PAMELA HORTON 


COMING SOON 


FERDINAND MARCOS 


KIARASY 


MAE DELACERNA 























DODGEBALL 

TOURNAMENT 

12 AMY 2013 
TOBY'S ARENA 
1 1:00 AM TO 7:00 PM 

PARTICIPATING 
INTERNATIONAL TEAMS: 

AUSTRALIA 

CANADA 

INDIA 

INDONESIA 

IRAN 

SINGAPORE 

FOR INQUIRIES CALI (02| 654- 9995/ 

631 • 1274/ 0917- PLAYBOY/ 0922- 8696163 


VENUE PARTNER: PROCEEDS GOES TO: SANCTIONED BY: 






With 85 flavour notes in every drop, each sip is a new discovery. 


EVERY TASTE 

A NEW EXPERIENCE 




















































